OREGON RECREATIONAL BOATING
ACCIDENT STATISTICS - 1996

The following statistics were taken from boating accident reports received by the State Marine Board
for 1996. Accidents involving death, injury, or property damage exceeding $500 must be reported.
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In 1996, 8 people died in Oregon recreational boating accidents, down 56% from 1995.
It was the second safest year on record; only 1990 had fewer fatalities, with 7. The
total number of accidents for 1996 was 115, down 20% from 1995.

There were no fatalities involving personal watercraft (PWC) in 1996. However, the
total number of PWC accidents matched 1995's record high of 24.

Of the eight fatalities, seven were not wearing life jackets. Six of these seven had life
jackets aboard but did not use them.

Alcohol played a small role in 1996's fatalities. Six of the eight victims were tested, and
none showed signs of alcohol in their system. However, the operators involved in one
of the fatalities tested positive for alcohol.

All but one of the fatalities involved a boat under 16 feet in length. Small craft are less
stable than larger vessels, and tend to capsize more easily.

Six of eight fatalities occurred on lakes in 1996. Normally the majority of fatalities occur
on rivers and the ocean. This year, however, there were no fatalities on the ocean.

In 4 of 7 years this decade, the Oregon fatality rate has been lower than the U.S.
fatality rate. Usually, the Oregon fatality rate is higher due to the variety of waterways,
longer boating season and generally colder water.

Registered Oregon U.S.

Boats Accidents* Fatalities Fatality Rate** Fatality Rate™
1987 153,087 101 28 1.83 1.04
1988 160,000 115 24 1.50 91
1989 165,771 81 16 97 .83
1990 173,572 107 7 35 .79
1991 177,134 110 22 1.24 .83
1992 180,138 94 9 .50 T4
1993 184,007 85 25 1.36 71
1994 188,792 121 10 53 .69
1995 191,915 144 18 .94 71
1996 195,080 115 8 A1 .59

*It is estimated that only 10 to 15 percent of reportable accidents are actually reported
**Rate per 10,000 registered boats



A I EA BOA ACCID -

ACTIVITY E OF ACCIDENT CAUSE OF ACCIDENT
Approaching dock.....2 Capsizing.....ccuesmenmsanns 3 Hazardous Waters..............
CrISING s sz 1 Collision w/fxd Object..3 Improper Loading.....eeeeee
FIShIN i Collision w/ Boat........... 1 No Proper Lookout............
Paddling...cccuouseeensanenen 1 B o 44 [0) /o PERRumn— 1 Operator Error........cveeuvesee.
SWimmMIiNg.....c.veeeesenes 1 Reckless Operation...........
Being towed................ 1 Weather Conditions...........
UNRNOWI - ssvsssssusnasnsmesssnsans
BOAT TH
TYPE CRAFT Less than 10'.......cccuene 1 MONTH
Open Motor......coecunee 5 1040 12 s 1 ST e smos
Cabin Motor......cccuuunee 1 g g o X | —— 2 February .. eremsemssrarescas
Inflatable......cooconeenines 1 B I 55 (o T 1 3 MaFCH. .eeessusnnnesmmsinsasmnssssas
Canoe/Kayak........ceu. 0 g o e ———— 0 Aptikeusssmmminsssvisy
Pers. Watercraft........ 0 2 o SRR——— 0 12—
Driftboat.........coevecenenen 1 QO Fvmusiissonpmmenersunnsmare 1 JUNE..ocriirinrsnsnsesssssnannnnnens
Sailboat.......c.ceseeuennee 0 UnKNOWN.ccommassnssssnsasaas 0 FOIE, i
AUQUSE..cereererereeecnnar e
September....cmmiannanne
BODY WATE SEX D abBE. csemminimsismnsmsits
RIVET s mmisimrasmnsssissiass 2 Ml v 5 NOVEINDET . oxmssmsesmmmsemsescass
L AKE s vnmasraneiss 6 Female.....coumerrarrsansennns 3 December.....ccuucimsiinssnannns
(6 Toi< | ; FRRR——— 0
B s nmremisiiiin 0
PERSONAL
FLOTATION DEVICES
w MP Aboard Not Used......... 6 QOPERATOR AGE
40 and Below............. 1 NOE ABBATD . mmucaies 1 BT 10 U 5 O —
41 to 50 Fucccsimannncnss 1 Aboard and Used......... 1 1B Y0 25..iissucsssuunsennunmanis
g [l 11 ] —— 2 LB 517 (o1 o RRM— 0 26 10 3B vminmenssessan
61 10 70 Fureerrrreerrerees 3 {8 5 17T G —
Above 70 F.iaisi 0 OVBE B0...esnesinswivisvsssnnmaizin
Unknown.. ..o 1
IFl ATI
RIVERS QCEAN LAKES
Sandy R., Dodge Park Fern Ridge Reservoir
Umpqua R., below Klamath Lake
Glide Lemolo Lake
BAYS Ochoco Reservoir

Thief Valley Reservoir
Wickiup Reservoir

Summary Prepared By: State Marine Board, Information Office, 435 Commercial St., Salem, OR. 97301



