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BEFORE THE
BOARD OF CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKERS
STATE OF OREGON

In the Matter of the License to Practice as a |
Clinical Social Worker of:

JANICE ELLIOTT, LCSW

FINAL ORDER

The Board of Clinical Social Workers (Board) is the state agency responsible for
licensing and disciplining clinical social workers, and for regulating the practice of clinical social
work in the State of Oregon. Janice Elliott, LCSW (Licensee) is licensed by the Board to

practice as a clinical social worker in Oregon.
1.

The Board issued a Stipulated Final Order on June 17, 1999 imposing a sanction of

reprimand against Licensee.
2.

The June 17, 1999 6rdcj:r prohibited Licensee from supervising candidates for licensure

for mental health professions. The prohibition was effective immediately.
ORDER

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the prohibition for supervision of candidates for mental

health professions be vacated. Janice Elliott, LCSW may supervise candidates for health

professions. This order is effective immediately.

IT IS SO ORDERED this /2" day of §%= , 2001.

Signature on File in Board Office
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1 BEFORE THE BOARD OF CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKERS
9 STATE OF OREGON
3 In the Matter of the License to Practice as a
4 Clinical Social Worker of:
s JANICE ELLIOTT, LCSW, Licensee. %\T&?OUSLIGEEI?I ggPALL IE(I)ERDER
; .
7 The Board of Clinical Social Workers (Board) is the state agency responsible for .
8 licensing, regulating and disciplining psychologists in the State of Oregon. | Janice Elliott, LCSW
9  (Ms. Elliott), was licensed as a social worker by the Board, and has practicéd in Medford,
10 Oregon.
11 ' L
12 On December 2, 1998, Licensee was served with a Notice of Reprimand and Restriction

13 of Practice for permitting a dual relationship between a supervisee and a patient.

14 1.1 On April 27, 1999, Licensee submitted to the Board a written offer to settle this
15 matter.
16 1.2 The Board and Licensee agree that the December 2, 1998 Notice of Reprimand

17 and Restriction of Practice may be informally resolved as set out in this document.

18 2.
19 The Board and Licensee agree to the following facts:
20 2.1  Licensee has been a clinical social worker since 1988. Previously, Licensee was a

21 practicing psychotherapist and a faculty member in the Psychology Department of Southern
22 Oregon University. With these credentials, Licensee has been supervising and training therapists

23 for approximately 18 years.
24 2.2 OnJune 15, 1998, the Board received a complaint that Licensee was engaged in
P

25  unprofessional conduct as a clinical social worker in the supervision off
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23 In November 1992, while enrolled in the graduate-counseling program at
Southern Oregon University (SOU), Ms. RGP began counseling Client A.

24 In 1993, Ms. R provided Client A with intermittent services as a massage
therapist both for payment and for no charge. In exchange for services, Client A provided child
care and legal services for Ms. RGN

2.5  Inthe spring of 1994, SOU became concerned about a possible dual relationship
betweén Ms -and Client A, and required Ms. Rij#to obtain supervision as a

requirement of graduation.
2.6  InMay 1994, Licensee agreed to supervise Ms. R@IJIP As a condition of her

shpervision, Ms. Rl agreed to terminate any dual relationship activities with Client A that
gave rise to the dual relationship.

2.7 'However, in 1996, Licensee approved milieu therapy between Ms. R@iij# and
Client A: Client A lived in a room attached to Ms. R{J#home where Client A took occasional
meals with Ms. R{IJJ§ and her family, and Ms. R provided private nightly therapy to Client
A Duﬁng therapy, Ms. R_-discussed her own personal problems with Client A, including |
m_arital difficulties and problems with her children and school.

2.8  InJune of 1997, when problems arose between Ms. Rl and Client A, Licensee
intervened as supervisor and simultaneously provided therapeutic services to Client A, who was
experiencing a dramatic increase in dissociative episodes, flashbacks, serioﬁs self-mutilation
requiring suturing, which culminated in suicide attempts in August of 1997.

3.

Pursuant to OAR 877-3 0-076 and OAR 877-30-080, the Board determined‘ that because
Licensee, who has been supervising and training therapists for 18 years, knew or should have
known: '

3.1  That ber primary etlgical respdhsibility is to her clients, to serve them with

professional skill and competence.'
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1 3.2  That the same ethical considerations that exist between a superviéor and a

2 supervisee exist-between a clinical social worker and client.

3 3.3 That as a supervisor of clinical practice she bears the ethical responsibility for

4  persons practicing under her direct fzupervision who are not regulated by professional licensure.

5 ' 4,

6 Licehség's conduct and comporiment described in{paragraph 2 above constitutes

7 violations of: |

8 41  OAR 877-030-070. Through the sﬁpervisory reldtionship, Licensee vicariously

9 entered into a dual relationship, by app.roving milieu then;apy between Ms. R and Client A,
10 which was detrimental to Ms. R@p acd Client A. '
11 42  OAR 877-30-080. AsMs. R@Jifsupervisor, Licensee bears the ethical .
12 responsibility for Ms. R
13 - v 5. |
14 NOW THEREFORE, the Board and Licensee stipulate and agree that this disciplinary
15 action may be concluded by the entry of this Stipulated Final Order upon the following terms:
16 5.1  Pursuant to ORS 183.415(5), the Board and Licensee agree to informally dispose
17 of and settle this matter. | |
18 52  Licensee stipulates that she has been advised of her right to request a hearing in
19 this matter pursuant to ORS 183.415(2)(a), and to be represented at a hearing pursuant to ]
20 ORS 183.415(3).
21 53  Licensee waives her right to request such a hearing in this matter and waives her
22 nght to be represented by an attorney at a hearing,
23 5.4  Licensee admits that her conduct violated the Board’s statutes and rules as in that
24 she entered into a vicarious dual relationship through her supervisee, Ms. _m violation of
25 OAR 877-030-0070(1). |

26 M
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1 5.5  Licensee shall not sul;ervise any mental health providers for purpose of licensure.

56  Any violation-of this Stipulated Final Order shall constitute grounds for
revocation and Licensee’s license to practice as a licensed clinical social worker shall be
immediately suspended. .

57  This Stipulated Final Order memorializes the entire agreement between the
Licensee and the Board and supercedes all prior offers, negotiations or settlement discussion
regarding this matter.

5.9 . The Board and Ms. Elliott stipulate to the above facts and agree ltha,t this discipﬁn@

W N N n B W N

action may be concluded by the entry of the following order:
10 ORDER

=)

11 NOW THEREFORE, pursuant to the stipulations above,

12 IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Janice Elliott, LCSW is REPRIMANDED. |

13 IT IS ALSO ORDERED that Janice Elliott, LCSW is hereafter prohibited from sup‘ervising o
14 candidate for licensure for mental health professions. This prohibition is effective immediately.

15 THIS STIPULATED FINAL ORDER sets forth the entire agreement and stipulation of the

16 parties to resolve this matter.

17 IT IS SO STIPULATED this /7 _day of ~Jeenea_ , 1999.
Signature on File in Board Office

18
19 | @WGE ELLIOTT, LCSW

20 | | o

2t IT IS SO STIPULATED AND ORDERED this £ 4ae{ day of 1999,
22 | BOARD OF CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKERS

73 Signature on File in Board Office

24 By EL%BETH BUYS, ADMINIGZRATOR J

25 .

26 JKS:jks:roé/GBN19719
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