
Coming soon…….the first Governor appointed 
State Advisory Council on Early Childhood Education and Care  

for children from birth to school entry. 
 

Oregon Early Childhood Matters Advisory Council: 
A Public/Private Partnership 

 
Dawn Bonder, Senior Policy Advisor, Office of the Governor and Dell Ford, Oregon Head 
Start Collaboration Director, have been working together to establish a State  Advisory 
Council on Early Childhood Education and Care for children from birth to school entry as 
mandated by the Head Start Act of 2007.   
 
The Council will be established through a Governor’s Executive Order with appointments 
announced soon, and a first meeting of the Council scheduled early in 2010.  The 
Governor’s Office will serve as the lead entity for the Council.  Dawn Bonder has been 
slated to serve as Chair and Dell Ford as Vice Chair. Heidi McGowan is serving as staff to 
the Council.   
 
Due to the efforts of Governor Kulongoski and his staff, Oregon is well positioned to move 
forward with meeting the requirements of the Head Start Act.  In fact, Oregon is ahead of 
the game due to the work done during the Governor’s 2008 Early Childhood Summit that 
established the Early Childhood Matters Initiative.  Oregon’s early childhood community 
has been working on all the activities required in the Head Start Act through the activities 
and priorities outlined in the Early Childhood Matters Framework.  There are three 
standing committees:  Early Learning Matters, Family Matters and Health Matters (see 
organizational chart).  Each Committee has developed a policy brief for their area.  The 
work of these committees gives Oregon a considerable “head start” in addressing the 
requirements of the Council and taking advantage of other opportunities to support a 
coordinated and collaborative early childhood system and expansion of vital early 
childhood services.       
 
Improving Head Start for School Readiness Act of 2007 (Public Law 110-134) 
 
Early Childhood Council 
The Head Start Act requires the Governors of all States to designate or establish a council 
to serve as the State Advisory Council on Early Childhood Education and Care for children 
from birth to school entry. Governors are to appoint representatives to the State Advisory 
Council.   
 
Required Membership 
Required membership includes a representative from the following 9 entities: 

• State agency responsible for child care 
• State educational agency 
• Local educational agencies 
• Institutes of higher education 
• Local providers of early childhood education and development services 



• Head Start agencies including migrant/seasonal and tribal Head Start programs 
•  State Director of Head Start Collaboration 
• State agency responsible for early childhood special education  
• State agency responsible for health or mental health care 

 
Other Membership 
The Governor can appoint representatives of other entities determined to be relevant to 
the work of the Council.  Governor Kulongoski is appointing another 16 members, making 
a 25 member Council.  Other Governor designated entities include a representative from 
the following: 

• State agency responsible for children’s planning 
• Early childhood research and data 
• Early childhood consumers(2)  -- parents with children ages 0-5 
• Business community with demonstrated interest in children ages 0-5 
• Private foundations whose focus is children ages 0-5 
• Child advocacy agencies whose focus is children ages 0-5 
• Migrant and seasonal farm worker families whose focus is children ages 0-5 
• Dental community whose focus is children ages 0-5  
• Medical community whose focus is children ages 0-5 
• Native American community whose focus is children ages 0-5   
• Mental health community whose focus is children ages 0-5 
• State agency responsible for human services 
• State Legislature (2) –  representing the Senate and House,  

one Democrat/one Republican 
• Governor’s Office 

 
Council Responsibilities 
The Head Start Act mandates the following responsibilities for the Council:  
 

(I) conduct a periodic statewide needs assessment concerning the quality and 
availability of early childhood education and development programs and services 
for children from birth to school entry including an assessment of the availability 
of high-quality pre-kindergarten services for low-income children in the state; 

(II) identify opportunities for, and barriers to, collaboration and coordination among 
Federally-funded and State-funded child development, child care, and early 
childhood education programs and services, including collaboration and 
coordination among State agencies responsible for administering such 
programs; 

(III) develop recommendations for increasing the overall participation of children in 
existing Federal, State, and local child care and early childhood education 
programs, including outreach to underrepresented and special populations; 

(IV) develop recommendations regarding the establishment of a unified data 
collection system for public early childhood education and development 
programs and services throughout the State; 

(V) develop recommendations regarding statewide professional development and 
career advancement plans for early childhood educators in the State; 



(VI) assess the capacity and effectiveness of 2 and 4 year public and private 
institutions of higher education in the State toward supporting the development 
of early childhood educators, including the extent to which such institutions have 
in place articulation agreements, professional development and career 
advancement plans, and practice or internships for students to spend time in a 
Head Start or pre-kindergarten program; and  

(VII) make recommendations for improvements in State early learning standards and 
undertake efforts to develop high-quality comprehensive early learning 
standards. 

 
Oregon’s Allocation to Support the Council 
Through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), a one-time start-up 
allocation for a three year grant period is provided for all States to carry out activities of the 
State Advisory Councils.  Oregon’s allocation is $1,000,761. States are required to meet a 
non-federal share of 70% of the total cost of the project.  The non-Federal share must be 
met by cash or in-kind contributions.  Oregon expects to be able to meet the non-federal 
share requirement through resources from both the public and private sectors.  
 
We are very fortunate to have the support the Oregon Community Foundation, NW Health 
Foundation, Meyer Memorial Trust and the Ford Family Foundation.  These four 
foundations have committed significant resources to assist the state and the Early 
Childhood Matters Advisory Council in moving the Early Childhood Matters Framework 
forward.  There financial support not only will assist in the work to be done, but will count 
as part of the 70% in match funds required to draw down the $1 M in ARRA funding.  This 
support demonstrates the strong commitment among our private partners for the work we 
seek to accomplish in the area of Early Childhood Education and Care. 
 
To be eligible for the allocations, States must meet the following criteria: 

• The Governor must designate or establish a State Advisory Council for children 
from birth to school entry.  

• The Governor must designate an individual to coordinate the activities on the State 
Advisory Council. 

• The Governor must ensure that the membership of the State Advisory Council 
includes the representatives specified in the Head Start Act of 2007. 

 
States must also prepare and submit an application for a three year period that meets 
requirements specified in the Head Start Act and includes the following: 

• A state-wide strategic report addressing the required activities of the Advisory 
Council. 

• A description for each fiscal year, of how the State will make effective use of funds 
available. 

• A description of the State early learning standards and the State’s goals for 
increasing the number of children entering kindergarten ready to learn. 

• Information identifying the agency or joint interagency office, and the individual 
designated by the Governor to coordinate the activities of the State Advisory  
Council.  

• A description of how the State plans to sustain activities beyond the grant period. 
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