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Vision 

The Childhood Care and Education Coordinating Council is a collaborative, ad hoc partnership working 

to create a balanced system of care in Oregon that supports and empowers working families and promotes 

safe, healthy child development. 
 

In Attendance: Katie Anderson, Colette Brown, Agda Burchard via phone, Terry Butler, Kim Cardona, Rita Conrad, 
Autumn David, Pam Deardorff, Brent DeMoe, Lisa DeMoe, Sandy Gorsage, Karen Gorton, Melissa Gritz, Merrily Haas, 

Karen Henkemeyer via phone, Jean Lemieux; Robyn Lopez-Melton, Nancy Lowry, Heidi McGowan, Stacey Michaelson, 
Sue Norton, Crystal Persi, Roni Pham, Dianna Pickett, Sandra Potter-Marquardt, Rhonda Prodzinski, Susan Robinett, 

Meredith Russell, Deanna Tornow-Satrum, Tom Udell, Shannon Vandehey, Helen Visarraga, Kelli Walker, Bobbie Weber, 

Rebekah Whittaker, Kelly Wilfong, Dawn Woods, Faye Zepeda 

 
Introductions and Announcements                                   Heidi McGowan 
Merrily Haas: The Grand Articulation Summit will focus on professional standards across sectors as well as 
Race To The Top and will be held on April 19, 2013. The OregonAEYC Spring conference will take place 
between April 19th & 20th. 
                             
Licensed Exempt Care: Where Do We Go From Here-Handouts                   Bobbie Weber 
Where are Oregon’s young children (under age 5): 1) 30% of Oregon’s children are in Informal Care (in a 
child’s home by a relative or nonrelative, care in a relative’s home, and unpaid care in a nonrelative’s home); 
2) 27% of Oregon’s children are in Early Learning & Development Programs (including licensed centers, 
family child care, Head Start, Oregon Pre-K, paid care in nonrelative’s home, and group activities); and       
3) 43% of Oregon’s children are only with parents (including children whose parents reported “no child care 
or educational program, paid or unpaid, for the child).  
A provider view of where children under age 13 are: The question is how to intervene to improve child 
readiness for school care. Child care licensing and CCR&R databases enable us to count some of the types of 
care including certified and exempt centers as well as exempt, certified, and registered family child care 
homes. The Department of Human Services also reports the number of Family, Friend, and Neighbor (FFN) 
caregivers who receive payment for care of a child on the subsidy program. See handout for specific number 
of providers in each type of care.  
 
Discussion: Who is included in FFN- subsidy, high school (targeted groups in FFN).  
What is currently happening in Oregon and where we can build- 1) OCF P-3 grants; 2) Parent Hubs;          
3) Expanding upon current quality investments and building upon the existing system; 4) Incorporate health 
and nutrition strategies; 5) Case management ELC; 6) Broaden to “who cares for children” R.N., M.H., D.V.; 
7) Ready to Read; 8) New baby packet- library & hospital; 9) Transition programs- Kindergarten Counts; 10) 
Summer food programs; and 11) Tool kits. 
 
DHS Update                                                                                                               Rhonda Prodzinski  
Ways and Means Road Show dates: Co-chairs are going around the state to explain the proposed budget 
and get feedback. There is currently no specific time or location set. The following are dates and areas 
where this will take place: Friday, April 12th in Eugene; Saturday, April 13th in Ashland; Friday, April 19th in 
Bend; Saturday, April 20th in Hermiston/La Grande; Tuesday, April 23rd in Portland; and Thursday, April 25th 
in Tillamook.  
April 1st Policy Change: DHS will no longer make payments to providers until they have been approved. If 
care started before a provider was approved, the provider would not receive payment from DHS for that 
period of time. This change is posted online and by the end of the month hard copies will be sent out. This 
change is being made as DHS strives to increase quality for families as well as health & safety.  

 

MINUTES 

Childhood Care and Education Coordinating Council 
Thursday, April 4, 2013  1:00 - 4:00 p.m.     

Roth’s Hospitality Center   1130 Wallace Road NW Salem, OR   97304 
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General information: There is a new 7494 Prelist form for providers that will be available online. There is also 
a parent flyer about new changes being made that will be made available soon. The current DHS caseload is 
just under 8,300 which is down due to seasonal changes.  
                              
Race To The Top- Update                                                                                                   Dawn Woods         
The Race To The Top grant is broken out into 9 projects: 1) Grants management; 2) QRIS-validation study; 
3) Increasing participation in the QRIS; 4) Workforce development; 5) Kindergarten readiness; 6) Screening; 
7) Public access; 8) Data system; and 9) Kindergarten transition and alignment. Once Oregon was awarded 
the grant, the first step was to take the high level activities that were outlined in the proposal and break 
them down into more detailed project plans. A team of individuals met every Wednesday to cross-reference 
projects showing how they relate and connect. The project plans were submitted on March 29th. After being 
reviewed, Oregon will receive a final project plan that will be imported into Grad360 which is a managing 
and reporting tool.  
 
State Plan                                                                                                                   Rita Conrad                                                                                                              
What is the Child Care Development Fund (CCDF) state plan: A biennial document that answers questions 
about how and to what end CCDF block grant funds will be used in Oregon. The lead agency for the block 
grant is the Child Care Division and it is administered by the Office of Child Care Administration for Children 
and Families. The CCDF state plan also requires a public comment period, a public hearing, and stakeholder 
engagement.  
2013 timeline for the CCDF state plan: 4/20- posted online for public review and comment; 5/20- public 
comments due; 6/4- public hearing from 6:30-7:30 in Salem; and 6/30- submission deadline. 
CCDF state plan sections: 1) Administration; 2) Subsidy Administration; and 3) Health, Safety & Quality 
Improvement.  
 
Goals under subsidy administration- Payment rates: 1) Align rules, policies and definitions across agencies, 
prioritizing those that create improvement for children; 2) Expand the use of contracts to help ensure low-
income children access quality-rated programs; 3) Review special populations subsidy to better align with 
statewide goals and policies; and 4) Improve subsidy rates, including a greater differential between licensed 
and unlicensed care.  
Payment rate comments: 1) Suggest a goal around special populations and how they fit into our goals, 
consider including a definition of special populations and clean up wording; 2) After hours care and sick child 
care- used to include. Make sure language is clear and clarifying; and 3) Questions about contracted slots 
and if they might limit parent choice. 
 
Goal- Activities to ensure health & safety of children in child care: 1) Review and improve Oregon 
Administrative Rules for Licensing Standards; 2) Align rules, policies and definitions across types of licensed 
care; 3) Review and work to align state licensing health and safety regulation and Head Start/Oregon Pre-K 
requirements towards a potential shared monitoring system; and 4) Review the statewide rules and policies 
that determine license-exempt care to improve child health, safety and development.  
Health & safety comments: 1) Suggest aligning rules to remain consistent across agencies; 2) Suggest 
bringing age definitions between CCD and DHS into alignment; and 3) Whether or not we want a goal about 
the process that we have taken to do rule licensing or revision 
 
Goal- Voluntary Early Learning guidelines: 1) Expand Early Learning Guidelines training to ensure a smooth 
transition into kindergarten for young children; and 2) Review and develop an informational plan with early 
childhood system partners about the statewide kindergarten readiness assessments. 
Early Learning guideline comments: 1) Why was #1 picked as there is no specific training around early 
learning guidelines; and 2) What is an information plan as opposed to a communication plan, maybe an 
information dissemination plan is a better way of stating it or a strategy rather than a plan. 
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Goal- Clear pathways to excellence: 1) Create a supply of quality early learning and development programs 
by rolling out a statewide QRIS; 2) Develop an intentional plan for programs serving diverse cultures and 
low-income communities; and 3) Create and launch a Quality Improvement Strategy for informal care 
settings.  
Pathways to excellence comments: 1) Develop a strategy for quality improvement; 2) Consider adding a 
school-age lens to this goal; 3) Under #3, suggest using the words plan and implement instead of create 
and launch; 4) Clarify the meaning and definition of informal care; and 5) Work to ensure that we are not 
putting goals in this year that are actually Race To The Top year 4 goals. 
 
Goal- Pathways to excellence for the workforce: 1) Increase the number of educators who are trained in the 
ASQ and trained in community references; 2) Increase the number of early childhood educators who access 
Oregon’s progression of credentials (aligning with the Workforce Knowledge and Competency Framework); 
3) Increase professional development trainings that reflect the cultural and geographic needs of child care 
and education practitioners; and 4) A professional development system for early childhood practitioners that 
is integrated and aligned with commonly accepted workforce standards.  
Excellence for the workforce comments: 1) Under #1, suggest using “referrals” not “references”; 2) Under 
#3, suggest using “offerings” instead of “training”; 3) Under #4, suggest using the word align; 4) Spell out 
ASQ and other acronyms and mention that the ASQ is state adopted; and 5) Consider looking at parenting 
education to reach those practitioners that don’t think of themselves as part of the Early Childhood 
Education workforce.  
 
Bills & Legislation- Group Share-Handout               Merrily Haas 
HB 2013: Introduced by a group of state representatives as a compliment to bills being introduced around 
Early Learning. This bill has had a public hearing and it will be the vehicle to move the hubs.  
HB 2730: Passed out of the House committee, referred to Ways & Means. 
HB 3034: This bill was referred to House Education, a hearing was held on 3/20/2013, and a work session is 
scheduled for 4/10/2013. 
HB 3230: This bill lays out the roles of the Oregon Education Investment Board for the Early Learning 
Council and has been referred to House Education. 
HB 3232: Establishes an Oregon Early Reading program and was referred to House Education, hearing was 
held on 3/18/2013, and a work session is scheduled for 4/12/2013. 
HB 3234: Sponsored by Committee on Education and establishes an Early Learning division in the 
Department of Education. There was a public hearing for this bill on 3/15/2013 and the work session is 
scheduled for 4/12/2013/ 
SB 584: Delays the required implementation of statewide Kindergarten Readiness Assessment by 2 years. 
This bill has no current hearing scheduled.  
SB 5529: DHS budget- there have been several public hearings held and more are still to come. Full details 
on DHS budget are available at: http://www.oregon.gov/dhs/aboutdhs/dhsbudget/Pages/index.aspx.  
SB 5518: Oregon Department of Education budget- public hearings held earlier in March and more are likely 
to come later in session.  
 
Concerns with legislation and other information: 1) Suggest a dedicated child care website “separate” from 
ODE to support the public in easily finding the resources they need; and 2) Follow bill 3233 where Early 
Learning is specifically called out; it establishes a network around quality teaching and learning. 
 
For the Good of the Order 
Pam Deardorff: The Professional Development plan is now available and Oregon was selected to receive 
intensive TA from the National Professional Development and Workforce Center. 
Dawn Woods: Oregon was selected by the Office of Child Care to receive intensive TA from the National 
Quality Center around the QRIS. Monthly calls are currently taking place.  
                          
NEXT MEETING:  June 6th, 2013   1-4 pm 

http://www.oregon.gov/dhs/aboutdhs/dhsbudget/Pages/index.aspx

