
Survey Law 

• Why is law in place? 

• To Protect the public from 
harm! 



What Is The law?

Land Surveyor: ORS 672.005(2)
“Practice of land surveying” means that branch of the 
practice of engineering in which:
(a) Surveys are made to determine area or topography, to 
establish or reestablish land
boundaries, corners or monuments or to subdivide or plat 
land;
(b) Surveys are made to establish lines, grades or 
elevations, or to determine or
estimate quantities of materials required, removed or in 
place;



What Is The law?

(c) Surveys are made for horizontal or vertical 
mapping control or geodetic control; or
(d) Consultation, investigation, evaluation or planning 
relating to land surveying matters
is required.

672.045 Prohibited activities relating to practices of 
engineering and land surveying. A
person shall not:
(1) Engage in the practice of engineering or land 
surveying without having a valid
certificate or permit to so practice issued in 
accordance with ORS 672.002 to 672.325.



What Is The law?
Exceptions:

672.060 Exceptions to application of ORS 672.002 to 
672.325. ORS 672.002 to
672.325 do not apply to:
(4) Any person practicing land surveying under the 
supervision of a registered
professional land surveyor or registered professional 
engineer. The exemption in this
subsection does not allow an engineer to supervise any 
land surveying activity the
engineer could not personally perform under ORS 672.025.
(5) An individual, firm, partnership or corporation practicing 
engineering or land
surveying:



What Is The law? 
Exceptions (cont.)

(a) On property owned or leased by the individual, 
firm, partnership or corporation, or on
property in which the individual, firm, partnership or 
corporation has an interest, estate
or possessory right; and
(b) Which affects exclusively the property or 
interests of the individual, firm, partnership
or corporation, unless the safety or health of the 
public, including employees and
visitors, is involved.



So What Does This Mean ?  

• You are surveying when? 
– You make an authoritative statement about 

locations.
– You make an authoritative statement about 

positions of features. 
– You make an authoritative statement about 

boundaries.



How Is The Law Enforced?

• OSBEELS (also has administrative rules) 
• State-wide appointed board 
• Oversees licenses for surveyors & engineers 
• Process 

– Somebody complains 
– Investigation/Hearing 
– Decision made 
– Penalties assigned (ie: license revoked, fines, etc.)
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