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CLASS CONCEPT 
 
The EQUIPMENT OPERATOR operates trucks such as tractor trailers, tractor and lowboy (for 
transporting heavy equipment and machinery), snowplows, bridge inspection cranes, fish liberation 
trucks, and dump trucks used in construction and maintenance work, or large-scale merchandise or 
product delivery or game distribution; operates forklift to load and unload trucks and move material 
around work place; operates heavy excavation equipment such as dozers, graders, front-end loaders and 
backhoes, build or repair roads, dig trenches for utilities, correct grade for foundation work, load gravel or 
debris on trucks and ensures truck is properly loaded. 
 
Employee’s complete basic repair and preventative maintenance of equipment operated; keep records of 
work accomplished and orders parts and materials for servicing equipment.   
 
Employees may direct adult and youth inmate or patient workers to follow rules, policies, procedures and 
security guidelines; instruct and train on work techniques and procedures, and in safe and efficient 
operations of tools and equipment. 
 
 
DISTINGUISHING FEATURES  
 
This is a single classification and not currently part of a series. 
 
 
MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS & SKILLS 
 
Equipment Operator - Two (2) years of experience operating equipment specific to the needs of the 
recruiting agency. 
 
SKILL:   

• Maintain and repair equipment and machinery.  
• Use methods and materials appropriately for the project assigned. 
• Read and apply state laws pertaining to the operation of motor vehicles and equipment.  
• Operate motor vehicles and heavy equipment. 
• Read and apply written instructions.  
• Load trucks and secure load to minimize merchandise damage. 

 

Licenses and Certifications:  Oregon driver license appropriate for the class of vehicle used by the 
employing agency. 
 
  
DISTINGUISHING FEATURE FROM SIMILAR SERIES 
 
Heavy Equipment Mechanic:  The Equipment Operator is distinguished from the Heavy Equipment 
Mechanic Series because of the assignment to operate the various types of heavy equipment.  While the 
Equipment Operator is responsible to complete basic repair and preventative maintenance of equipment 
this is not the primary responsibility. 
 
Truck Driver:  The Equipment Operator is distinguished from the Truck Driver Series because of the 
assignment to operate the various types of heavy equipment.  While the Equipment Operator may be 
assigned to operate a tractor and lowboy for transporting heavy equipment and machinery is not the 
primary responsibility. 
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