Oregon Shines III Partner Panel Suggestions – Natural Environment October 25, 2007

Find full meeting notes at http://www.oregon.gov/DAS/OPB/docs/BdUp07/Oct/MinOct07.doc 

	Current Work: Your organization’s strategy and how it relates to the Oregon Shines goal of “Healthy sustainable surroundings”.  

	Panelist
	Organization
	Response

	Dave Morman
	Forest Resources Planning Program Director, Oregon Department of Forestry 
	· The Forest Program for Oregon is the state forestry strategic plan; this document encapsulates both public and private forestry and covers the overarching forestry issues in Oregon.  This 2003 plan is unique in following the international Montréal process for sustainability.

· The three goals of the agency, explained in the Oregon forests report are driven by sustaining and managing Oregon’s forests and forestry industry. 

	Phil Ward
	Director, Oregon Department of Water Resources
	· The agency is working on assuring high quality water for all of Oregon’s needs.  These needs are encapsulated in all three Oregon Shines goals.  
· Water rights adjudication, while complex is focused on sustaining Oregon’s limited surface and groundwater into the future, while assuring enough in stream flows for the natural environment.

· Oregon has protected more water in stream due to our conservation community, than all our neighboring states.

	Steve Williams
	Assistant Fish Division Chief, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
	· While FW does manage the hunting and fishing throughout the state, it additionally works with multiple partners on conservation and restoration projects statewide.
· Rural communities are the major beneficiaries of hunting/fishing and wildlife viewing.  These outdoor activities become an economic multiplier bring dollars back to rural areas and reinforce the positive relationship with ones surroundings.

	Gail Achterman
	Director, Institute for Natural Resources
	· The institute is a research and information service for Oregonians and agencies working on natural resources in the state, as such it has a direct role in sustaining healthy sustainable surroundings.

	Andrea Durbin
	Executive Director, Oregon Environmental Council
	· Oregon Environmental Council promotes smart environmental policy and supplies tools for business and individuals to become more sustainable.  Our strategic plan focuses on five areas: global warming, reducing toxic pollution and its affects on children’s health, Willamette river cleanup and quality, promoting healthy food and farms within the state, and lastly developing a sustainable green economy for Oregon.

	Angus Duncan
	Director, Bonneville Environmental Foundation
	· Our mission is two-fold: first, to expand the role renewable energy in Oregon  and secondly, is to redesign the way we approach watershed restoration so that they work for both fish and people.

	Sara Vikerman
	Oregon Director, Defenders of Wildlife
	· Our mission is to sustain fish, wildlife, and vital ecosystems.


	Issues, Gaps, Overlaps that you feel should be addressed in the Oregon Shines III process.

	Panelist
	Organization
	Response

	Dave Morman
	Forest Resources Planning Program Director, Oregon Department of Forestry 
	· The disinvestment happening in Oregon’s forests, both publicly and privately.

· Lack of necessary funding to manage Oregon’s forests for multiple objectives.
· Look to the Forest Program for Oregon and the Oregon Forest report for guidance in constructing sustainable forestry objectives and measures.
· Realize that forests and forest products will always be a vital part of Oregon’s future.

	Phil Ward
	Director, Oregon Department of Water Resources
	· Water supply is the biggest issue moving into the next millennium and Oregon Shines has the opportunity to articulate this reality.

· Engage the water community with representation from all areas of the state. 

	Steve Williams
	Assistant Fish Division Chief, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
	· Water quality and quantity are a major concern that needs attention. This is critical to the future success of various fish and wildlife species and intern rural communities.
· The Oregon conservation strategy and marine strategy offer a foundation for Oregon Shines III.

	Gail Achterman
	Director, Institute for Natural Resources
	· We haven’t really made progress on the key natural resource items laid out in OS and OSII.  Previous Oregon shines approaches have been silo specific and do not reveal the interconnections.  It’s not just a fish problem or water problem, it’s interconnected.   There is a huge job to do regarding critical environmental issues that the traditional silo approach is incapable of answering.

· Need an inventory of critical infrastructure and a comprehensive wetlands inventory.
· The state of the environment report (2000) is a critical piece that identifies the real challenges that OS III needs to address.

· The Oregon Business plan has been moving towards such a sustainable interconnected approach and would offer guidance.
· Land use and water use planning needs to be integrated

· From a state level where you only want a few environmental indicators to steer the ship of state, a biotic water quality indicator might be exactly what you are looking for. If it’s the high level indicator, agencies can reflect on what they do that affects that indicator, slicing up the benchmark to revel their mission and impact.

	Andrea Durbin
	Executive Director, Oregon Environmental Council
	· Global warming and climate change will clearly have major impacts on the state from land use to water issues.
· Toxic pollutants and their impact on public health is another critical concern.  Oregon has some of the highest rates of some cancers and asthma in the nation.

	Angus Duncan
	Director, Bonneville Environmental Foundation
	· We need to examine carbon as a way of organizing and disciplining energy choices through demand side, infrastructure, and supply side 

	Sara Vikerman
	Oregon Director, Defenders of Wildlife
	· The Progress Board with help from experts and advocates could help to develop such measures that engage agencies and stakeholders around environmental health.
· A starting point could be to derive targets from the current conservation strategy, while this wouldn’t be easy it could be done.

· Additionally, the habitat benchmark could be adjusted to reflect conservation by eco-region.  This would look at conservation easements and other protective lands layers.   We are developing a conservation registry to collect this information.  This tool could help develop a benchmark baseline.


	Additional Partners: Other related partners that you feel should be integrated into the Oregon Shines III process

	Panelist
	Organization
	Response

	Dave Morman
	Forest Resources Planning Program Director, Oregon Department of Forestry 
	· N/A

	Phil Ward
	Director, Oregon Department of Water Resources
	· Local water stakeholders, irrigation districts, tribes, etc.

	Steve Williams
	Assistant Fish Division Chief, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
	· N/A

	Gail Achterman
	Director, Institute for Natural Resources
	· Collaborative governance organizations
· Sara Severn (sustainability coordinator) from Nike to come and discuss how they created an award winning sustainable management system

	Andrea Durbin
	Executive Director, Oregon Environmental Council
	· N/A

	Angus Duncan
	Director, Bonneville Environmental Foundation
	· N/A

	Sara Vikerman
	Oregon Director, Defenders of Wildlife
	· We have to involve all stakeholders: field experts, land owners, federal/state agencies, conservation communities, and local governments.
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