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What the Oregon Progress Board does
The Progress Board offers legislators reliable data about Oregon’s overall economic, social and environmental well-being.  The information provides high-level context to the immediate issues pressing on legislators during session.  It helps legislators better understand and explore the larger systems and environments that their decisions affect. Benchmarks can also help legislators make funding decisions after other criteria have been exhausted and numerous funding requests remain on the table.
The information comes from the Progress Board’s work.  The Progress Board helps Oregonians envision their future, strategize for the long-term and track progress at the state and county level. Through this process, the Progress Board delivers a unique strategic vision and societal-level data on how Oregon is progressing.  Since 1989, the vision has been called Oregon Shines and the data have been called the Oregon Benchmarks.  Continually updated reports on over 90 benchmarks are available 24/7 online at http://benchmarks.oregon.gov.  Biennial printed summaries are made available to each legislative assembly.  Oregon Shines is a long-term strategic planning process.  It was updated in 1997 to Oregon Shines II.
Oregon Shines and the benchmarks transcend politics and organization.  They serve as a common language for many who are working so hard in this state on similar goals, such as Children First for Oregon, the Oregon Business Council, the Oregon Community Foundation and many other private and public partners. 
Legislative direction essential for Oregon Shines III 
The Legislature is one of those partners.  It sets the budget for the biggest partner in the state – state government.  It is therefore imperative that the Legislature play a key role in shaping Oregon Shines III and the benchmarks to ensure their strategic usefulness to policy makers.

The Governor, chair of the Progress Board, supports a three-step process to engage the 2009 and 2011 Legislatures, stakeholders across Oregon and our next governor in renewing the statewide, strategic vision for the next 20 years.  

Step 1 - Engage the 2009 Legislature
Engage the 2009 Legislature on the vision, benchmarks and key policy questions (see table, next page).

Step 2 - Take out to broad stakeholder community for analysis
Engage broad stakeholder communities and interested citizens across Oregon in analysis of Step 1 findings.
Step 3 - Present to the 2011 Legislature and next governor
Present Oregon Shines III to the 2011 Legislature and the new governor for finalization and adoption.

Legislative involvement with Oregon Shines III, continued

	Oregon Shines Goal Areas
	Set Central Vision – 2029
	Review Current Benchmarks
	Identify Key Policy Questions

	
	QUALITY JOBS FOR ALL OREGONIANS

Oregon’s economy is robust, unemployment is low, educational levels are high and per capita incomes in Oregon exceed the national average.
	17  Economy Benchmarks

12 Education Benchmarks
	

	
	ENGAGED, CARING AND SAFE COMMUNITIES Oregonians are healthy and safe.  They sustain strong, caring communities.  Diverse populations are welcomed and valued.  Oregonians support the well-being of their greater communities and state.  They give high marks to state and local governments for trust and service.
	9 Civic Engagement Benchmarks

23 Social Support Benchmarks

6 Public Safety Benchmarks
	

	
	HEALTHY, SUSTAINABLE SURROUNDINGS

While communities continue to develop to serve Oregon’s growing population, its natural environment remains one of the most clean and stunning in the nation.
	7 Community Development Benchmarks

17 Natural Environment Benchmarks
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