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I believe everyone who lives in Marion County and calls it their home wants it to be better in every way. The Statesman Journal articles on Raising A Community, along with reports on Marion County/ Oregon benchmarks , to me ask the question, "Who is responsible for making this a better place to live?" 

It is unfortunate that out of approximately 50 benchmarks, Marion County is 25th or worse, compared to the other 35 counties. We, in this county, have low marks in literacy, teen pregnancy, high school dropout rate, inadequate housing, inmate recidivism rate and on and on. 

Of course, there are bona fide reasons for these low marks. It appears, however, we are accepting these problems as justification for mediocrity. According to the Oregon benchmarks the last two years, there has been little improvement in our county. 

We all know this community is anything but mediocre when it comes to coming together. Whether it's the Kroc Center, additional foster care homes, No Meth — Not in My Neighborhood, these are great examples of collaborative work. Additional positive signs of our coming together in our community are all the new economic activities in Woodburn, Silverton, Stayton, Keizer and Salem. 

When I ponder the question, "Who is responsible for bettering our community?" all I have to do is look in the mirror. I believe it's time for all of us who are citizens of Marion County to accept the responsibility of being the stakeholders, i.e., take ownership. One does not have to be the owner of a business, superintendent of schools, district attorney, sheriff, etc., to take responsibility, especially the latter — they are the managers; we citizens are the owners who are responsible. 

Anyone can read to a child. Anyone can find out how their neighbors are doing. Anyone can be conscious of extending a "helping hand" or giving a little to the United Way. 

A year ago, we celebrated the life of Guido Caldarazzo and, six short months later, the life of Bryan Johnston. Both of their legacies are examples of not accepting life as usual, but being very collaborative and working on the challenges we have in Marion County. We do not need another task force or study. We need community shareholders — you and me — with a little fire and a sense of urgency not to accept the way things are. 

Bryan Johnston and Guido Caldarazzo led by example. Do we look at their lives and say, "They were nice men," or do we demand from one another — as they did — that we make this place the best place to live for everyone in our neighborhood? 

Let's look at the Statesman Journal's reporting on how to raise a community as an opportunity to improve, taking full advantage of this in the year 2009. It is up to the "owners" — citizens — saying, "I can and will!" 

Dick Withnell of Keizer is a co-founder of No Meth — Not in My Neighborhood. He can be reached at dick@withnellauto.com. 
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