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Change the data source for Benchmark 73 – Home Ownership from the Oregon Population Survey (OPS) to the American Community Survey (ACS).

Revision Rationale

Migration to the ACS as source data for Benchmark 73 will provide yearly updates since 2002 and will lower the margin of error of the data. The ACS surveys roughly 60,000 Oregonians each year where the OPS questions roughly 11,000 Oregonians every other year regarding education attainment.

Furthermore, migration to the ACS allows comparisons across states. Currently state data comes from the OPS whereas county and comparator data comes from the ACS. This would bring the state data in line with the current posted totals for state and county comparators.

The ACS also allows for county estimates to be constructed; currently 15 counties have ACS data, by 2011 all Oregon counties will have estimates.
ACS data are on average two percentage points lower than OPS data with a margin of error less than one percent.

How the Revision Connects to the Seven Criteria

Societal Level
The benchmark is strengthened as a societal measure by using the more robust ACS as the benchmark source.  The ACS is a well established national survey, this will increase the accuracy (lower the margins of error) and add comparability to the measure. The benchmark continues to measure home ownership rates versus, the improvement of which is clearly a societal goal.

Relevant to Oregon Shines
The benchmark continues to demonstrate the Oregon Shines goals community development and “Healthy, Sustainable Surroundings.”
Emphasize Results 
Tracking home ownership accurately allows for assessment and action toward improving home ownership in Oregon.
Measureable
Switching to the ACS retains the auditable nature of the data while increasing data reliability.  The inherent difficulty in funding the OPS and the tradition of modifying questions casts an unfavorable light on OPS reliability, warranted or not.  The ACS is the replacement of the Census long form and should retain consistency through time. 

Additionally, questions are fielded by Progress Board staff on why our data is different than the more widely used ACS numbers, especially in our own state comparators; moving to the ACS data would eliminate this public confusion. (These estimate differences are currently explained through the different survey design and question construction of the ACS and OPS.)

Comparability

Currently our national and county comparators come from the ACS, which adds comparability that the OPS does not allow.  As a yearly national survey of roughly 3 million households, state comparisons as well as comparisons against the national rates are evident and robust.  Additionally, data for 15 of Oregon’s counties are currently available with all counties having data available by 2011.

Actionable
The benchmark retains its actionable nature with this technical change.  Various public policies and programs toward increasing home ownership rates for all Oregonians are still captured in the measure.
Understandable
The changes in source data should not be detrimental to Oregonians understanding what the benchmark is measuring.  The short title “Home Ownership” continues to accurately capture the measurement, along with the measure definition of “Percent of households that are owner occupied.”

Data Changes

These tables and chart compare the current data source (OPS) with that of the proposed (ACS) data source.  The ACS table displays reference data for poverty without a disability; this data will not be included in the benchmark chart. Conversion to the ACS only loses the 2000 data point but adds data for 2003 and 2005.
	
	OPS
	ACS

	1996
	 
	

	1997
	 
	

	1998
	 
	

	1999
	 
	

	2000
	64.3%
	

	2001
	 
	

	2002
	66.6%
	63.7%

	2003
	 
	63.2%

	2004
	65.2%
	63.0%

	2005
	 
	63.8%

	2006
	65.3%
	64.8%

	2005T
	70.0%
	

	2010T
	72.0%
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The left chart displays current OPS data.  This is the chart that is currently online.  The chart to the right displays the proposed ACS data.  Increasing the scale to a minimum of 60 percent and maximum of 80 percent would likely capture the range of the proposed benchmark while portraying what is likely to be a small degree of yearly change (often statistically insignificant).  This level of precision should allow for more accurate trend to be visible and offer increased accuracy in setting the benchmark five year targets.

Analyst Notes: Context Data
Long term home ownership rates from the Census

	
	2000
	1990
	1980
	1970
	1960
	1950
	1940
	1930
	1920
	1910
	1900

	United States
	66.2%
	64.2%
	64.4%
	62.9%
	61.9%
	55.0%
	43.6%
	47.8%
	45.6%
	45.9%
	46.5%

	Oregon
	64.3%
	63.1%
	65.1%
	66.1%
	69.3%
	65.3%
	55.4%
	59.1%
	54.8%
	60.1%
	58.7%


About the Benchmark 

(Module 3 of the online reporting)

This section pertains to the background of the benchmark.  This includes any endnotes and details about the measure and how the measure has changed. To view the current layout please visit the online benchmark reporting system (BeRG) at: http://benchmarks.oregon.gov/Quan/BMReporting/default.aspx 
Data Source
Current 

Benchmark - Oregon Population Survey, a random sample telephone survey of Oregon households conducted in even numbered years. Estimated margin of error is about 1%.
Proposed
Benchmark - American Community Survey, a random sample of United States households conducted yearly by the Census Bureau.

Targets


Targets are not proposed at this time.  
Agencies and Individuals Involved

Please list individuals and their corresponding agency that have assisted in constructing the benchmark revisions.  This helps the Progress Board highlight those involved in the benchmark process and add to the transparency of the update process.
	Name (title)
	Agency

	Gabe Long – Data Analyst
	Oregon Progress Board

	Jay Grussing – Data Analyst
	Oregon Progress Board

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	
























































� From: � HYPERLINK "http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/housing/census/historic/owner.html" ��http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/housing/census/historic/owner.html� 
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