Proposed revisions to Oregon Benchmark on Homelessness 
	Current situation
	Issues
	Action

	Benchmark title: Homelessness
	After discussion, recommend retaining this title.
	No change

	
	Measure includes a number who receive rent/mortgage assistance (not homeless)
	Removed rent/mortgage assistance clients from counts back to 2001 (where we have electronic data), recalculate benchmark data (not sure if this is acceptable).

	Bench mark description: Number of Oregonians that are homeless on any given night (per 10,000)
	Doesn’t include all homeless, some areas don’t conduct street counts.
	Change to: Number of Oregonians (per 10,000) identified as homeless at a point in time.

	
	
	Encourage locals to conduct street count and report on our forms to ensure that we capture all.

	Target: 13 of every 10,000 Oregonians is homeless
	What level of homelessness is acceptable?

As the state improves in counting the homeless, the number will go up.

State funding for homeless prevention and service has remained essentially flat for the last 10 years. However, costs have increased. For this reason, capacity is not a good measure.
	Propose a target of “To be determined” or “No target”

	What it measures: This benchmark measures the number of Oregonians who are without stable fixed nightly shelter. The benchmark data are based on one-night survey counts of individuals in or turned away from homeless shelters or shelter providers on one night in January. One night shelter counts capture only a fraction (about one-tenth) of the total number of people who are homeless annually. 
	This is not an accurate statement.
	Recommend: This benchmark reports the number of homeless people counted on a particular night. The data reflect numerous methods of identifying people experiencing homelessness, including counts at shelters, people turned away from shelters and, depending on the area, street counts. Due to the inconsistencies in methodologies employed from year to year, and among the state’s counties, trend data may be unreliable.


Data:

	
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008

	Sheltered
	5050
	4687
	5158
	5209
	6073
	6425
	6637
	7136

	Unsheltered
	2149
	1255
	1135
	1653
	2359
	3267
	4655
	5393

	Total
	7199
	5942
	6293
	6862
	8432
	9692
	11292
	12529

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pop Est.
	3471700
	3504700
	3541500
	3582600
	3631440
	3690505
	3745455
	3791075

	RATE

Per 10,000
	21
	17
	18
	19
	23
	26
	30
	33

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	no rent/mortgage assistance to more accurately reflect the number of homeless people counted

	
	do not refer to "turned away" because it sometimes includes street count numbers

	
	do not refer to one night shelter count … call it one night homeless count
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