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Attending members: Joint Chairs, Ray Caballero and Ken Smith  Staff: Rita Conrad and Jay Grussing.
The committee agrees to go ahead with the meeting without a majority of members present.  The notes will be posted for committee members to review and any action items needed a quorum vote will be handled via email (as was the case in Dec.) 

Review December Approvals
No notes from the December assessment committee were produced since all action items discussed were emailed out for committee approval.  No objections were received from committee members regarding the action items.  Changes were therefore ratified.
Oregon Population Survey Update
The Population Survey is in the final stages of verifying the data.  The Office for Health Policy and Research (OHPR) has reviewed the health data and decided not use the OPS results at this time.  The OPS data does a poor job of capturing the true extent of the uninsured due to the limitations in survey design. These limitations include:

· Undercounting households aged 18-24

· Lack of including cell phone only households

Due to this decision benchmark 55 will not have new data for 2008. 

Additionally, new data for benchmark 47, which is sourced from the OPS, will not be released until later this winter, missing the 2009 report release.  This is due to the time needed to analyze the data.

Results, excluding the health insurance rates, are scheduled to be presented at the January 22nd board meeting. 
Affordable Housing Grades
The housing category for the 2009 benchmark report currently has no benchmarks which are graded.  Since this is a major concern nationally and in Oregon it is proposed that we adopt the targets Natasha Detweiler (DHCS) recommended in the initial changes worksheets ( renter and owner).  

· DHCS was contacted in early January regarding these targets.  They agreed these still met the criteria.
The attending committee members recommend sending the proposed targets out to the entire committee for approval.  Forms and an email describing the target changes will be created and sent to the committee for approval.

2009 Benchmark Report Grading
The 2009 master data tables are discussed, identifying concerns and strengths per each section and discussing general themes to be discussed in the 2009 report.
General comments
· Term biggest is dropped in favor of notable
Comments on Economy

· Per capita (OBM11) is agreed upon as the notable concern.  

· Would help to discuss other benchmarks in the context of this per capita income – Professional services is mentioned.

· Discuss demographic trends affecting Oregon’s economy or Oregon overall.

· Notable improvement – Export stability (OBM16) is agreed upon.

Comments on Education

· Add (pre) to the K-12 since ready to learn (OBM18) is preK

· No benchmark strikes the committee as deserving the notable strength/improvement distinction.  Will not be given for education.
· Eighth grade reading is established as the notable concern.  It is the only achievement measure that has a semi-consistent trend.

· James has recommended the previous targets for third grade reading (OBM19a) third grade math (OBM19b) and eighth grade math (OBM20b) be extended to the current benchmarks.
· These targets were removed because the score for achieving skill level (cut score) were revised for the 2006 and newer data.  This was done by the Board of Education.

· Using these targets, established in the early 2000s, would put all three measures into the ‘No’ or ‘No, but’ category.  

· All of these measures we’re in the ‘Yes’ or ‘Yes, but’ categories in 2007, graded against the 2005 targets.

· Demographic changes should be mentioned in the category.  The challenges experienced by non-English speakers and how this influences the education benchmarks could be raised.
Comments on Civic Engagement

· Volunteering (OBM30)is agreed upon as the notable strength

· Understanding the tax system (OBM33) is deemed the notable concern
· The grade for the participation subsection should be a ‘No, but’ not a ‘Yes, but’ as it states in the table.

Comments on Social Support

· Adult Non-smokers (OBM44)is agreed upon as the notable strength

· Hunger (OBM58) is deemed the notable concern

Comments on Public Safety

· Emergency Preparedness (OBM67)is picked as the notable strength

· Students Carrying Weapons (OBM64) is deemed the notable concern

Comments on Community Development

· Road Condition (OBM72a) is picked as the notable strength

· With the assignment of the targets, Affordable Housing (OBM74) is deemed the notable concern

Comments on Environment

· The new benchmark on Natural Habitat (OBM89) is picked as the notable improvement.  The improvement, unlike the others measures picked, is due to having data for the first time.  This allows us to highlight the advances in statewide environmental measurements. 

· Air Quality (OBM75) is deemed the notable concern

Action Items

· OBM 74a and 74b targets.   Forms with the proposed targets, including new grades and analysis, for OBM 74a and 74b will be sent to the assessment committee for approval.
· OBM 19 and 20 targets.  Forms extending the previous targets for OBM 19a, 19b, and 20b will be sent to the assessment committee for approval. 
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