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Race and Ethnicity Report – Review and Recommendations
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Since 2000 the Oregon Benchmark Race and Ethnicity Report has been produced at two year intervals
.  The 2000 report was produced by Sigmund Research Associates while sequential reports have been produced by board staff.  The current report presents statistics and brief analyses on racial and ethnic benchmark and demographic data.
This analysis reviews the current structure and content of the Race and Ethnicity report while recommending changes.  Analysis objectives include reviewing the data and data visualization, evaluating the narrative and report structure, and an appraisal of the report’s value in the context of other board publications.
In summary, this review concludes that the Oregon Progress Board uses the best available data and data visualization techniques. However, avenues for improvement exist.  First, additional benchmark data should be incorporated into the report.  The current ‘convenience’ approach should be replaced with an extended effort to guarantee all available race and ethnicity data is included. Second, additional written narrative and analysis should be undertaken to provide a more complete picture of the statistics. Lastly, the Progress Board should explore either merging the report with the biennial benchmark report or develop alternative structure to more thoroughly integrate the Race and Ethnicity report and the Biannual Benchmark Report.  We believe such an approach would increase the visibility and usefulness of both publications. 
Data and Data Visualization 
As stated in the summary, this review concludes the Benchmark Race and Ethnicity Report includes the best data available. All data currently used is sourced from federal and state sources, such as the Oregon Population Survey, the Department of Human Services, and the U.S. Census. Additionally, all data uses a uniform classification of race and ethnicity and is easily comparable. 

The data in the report’s various graphs were examined using different data formats, such as separate and combined line graphs, stacked bar charts, and pie charts. After exploring these alternatives the review finds that the current use of bar charts is the best compromise in comparing both between race and ethnic categories, and across time.  In addition, we believe the data is best suited to ten-year intervals, as is currently displayed.  This decade-long historic reference allows for enough distance to truly evaluate changes, whereas yearly and biennially can obfuscate larger trends. 
Additional Race and Ethnicity Indicators
This analysis concludes that additional benchmark measures where race and ethnicity data is available should be included in the report.  Currently no explanation is given for why some race and ethnicity data is included while other indicators are not.  Without a clear statement defining the inclusion criteria, all available data should be included.  The following list provides suggestions to be included in the report, along with where the data can be found. 

· Oregon Population Survey:

OBM 28 – computer/internet usage

OBM 29 – labor force skills training

OBM 32 – feeling of community

OBM 33 – understanding taxes

OBM 37 – arts participation

OBM 38 – public library service 

OBM 46 – perceived health status
· Oregon Department sources:

OBM 41 – infant mortality
 

OBM 51 – child abuse or neglect
 

OBM 65 – adult recidivism
 
OBM 66 – juvenile recidivism

OBM 9 – 3rd grade reading and math

· National Data source – primarily the American Community Survey and Current Population Survey
Additional demographics - median age, family size
OBM 5b – unemployment

OBM 27 – adult literacy

Narrative Analysis
Further analysis is proposed within the report to provide a more complete picture of the data. Currently, very little analysis exists and the data primarily stands alone. For example, the report states that African Americans had the highest estimated poverty rate in 2006 but offers no additional insight into the poverty statistic.
Additionally the Progress Board should be cognizant towards stereotyping. The report does mention that “one can not be sure that any results obtained would apply to similar groups or people in other geographic regions.”
 However, that single extremely important sentence is easily glossed over. That sentence, along with further emphasis, should be given greater attention within the report.
It is also necessary, as with any data set, to look at the history of the time in which the data was collected. Mentioning this in the report would be useful, as the Progress Board cannot include all of this information into the report. The report Benchmarking for Success
 provides excellent examples of a benchmark report including a plethora of written explanations coupled with data. 

Merging With Benchmark Biennial Report
The final recommendation is to more closely align or possibly include the race and ethnicity data in the Biennial Benchmark Report.   Biennial reports prior to Oregon Shines II in 1997 included race and ethnicity data and this recommendation would reinstate that connection between the aggregate benchmark data and the disparity often present in the race and ethnicity data
.  This disparity is seen in the statistics for high school completion, which appear to be strong at the aggregate Oregon level. However, when disaggregated by race and ethnicity, one can see the disparity where Hispanic Oregonians have high school completion rates vastly below Oregon’s overall rate, 54 percent to 88 percent respectively in 2006.  Connecting race and ethnic data, when possible, to the Progress Board flagship report allows for a more nuanced understanding of the statistic.
� Excluding 2004 when no report was published.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.oregon.gov/DHS/ph/pnh/docs/pnch2/infantmortality.pdf" ��Department of Human Services�, infant mortality data. 


� � HYPERLINK "http://dhsforms.hr.state.or.us/Forms/Served/DE1535.pdf" ��Department of Human Services�, child abuse or neglect. 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.oregon.gov/DOC/RESRCH/docs/Recid.pdf" ��Department of Corrections�, adult and juvenile recidivism


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.oregon.gov/DOC/RESRCH/docs/Recid.pdf" ��Department of Corrections�, adult and juvenile recidivism. 


� Department of Education


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.oregon.gov/DAS/OPB/docs/Reports/REreport2008.pdf" �� 2008 Race and Ethnicity Report�


� This report can be found in full at � HYPERLINK "http://www.achieve.org/files/BenchmarkingforSuccess.pdf" ��http://www.achieve.org/files/BenchmarkingforSuccess.pdf�. 


� Oregon Shines II recommended moving the Race and Ethnicity data from the benchmark report into a ‘supplemental indicator’ which would be published separately.  This recommendation spurred the creation of the Race and Ethnicity report.  This report believes that since moving much of the reporting online there is the capability to reconnect the simplified benchmark with the detailed race and ethnicity report.
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