New Air Quality Benchmarks

Revised Endnote – as of 10-11-06
#75 was approved by the Progress Board on April 27, 2006. 
#76 was approved by the Progress Board on July 27. 

Targets have not yet been approved.
75. AIR QUALITY - NATIONAL STANDARDS

Number of days when air is unhealthy for a. sensitive groups, b. all groups.

Explanation: This benchmark measures whether the outdoor air that Oregonians breathe meets the traditional National Ambient Air Quality Standards, which address six air pollutants: 1) carbon monoxide, 2) ozone, 3) particulate matter, 4) nitrogen dioxide, 5) sulfur dioxide, and 6) lead.  National standards are set by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) at a level that is protective of the most sensitive population groups.  Target:  Targets are proposed by Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) and approved by the Oregon Progress Board based on TK link to the target narrative. Data Source:  Data are based on monitors belonging to the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) in about 20 urban communities across the state.  If two communities record unhealthy air on the same day, it counts as two unhealthy air days. Oregon submits data to and data are available from the U.S. EPA, Air Data Air Quality Index. http://www.epa.gov/air/data/
76. AIR QUALITY – NEW SCIENCE      

Percent of Oregonians at risk from toxic air pollutants that contribute to: a. cancer, b. respiratory problems
Explanation: Oregon’s Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) has established air quality goals based on new science. The goals are for the percent of Oregonians breathing air with an annual average concentration of two toxic air pollutants (“air toxics”) that are high enough to cause significant health risks: 1) polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbons, which cause cancer, and 2) acrolein, which causes serious respiratory effects. Oregon’s DEQ chose these two pollutants out of the 133 for which the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) provides data because they represent a particularly significant risk in Oregon and are bellwether indicators. (If they worsen, it is safe to assume that other toxic air pollutants are worsening as well.) Both pollutants are released from all forms of burning and are found throughout urban and rural Oregon in significant concentrations.  Target:  Targets proposed by Oregon’s DEQ and approved by the Oregon Progress Board based on TK link to the target narrative. Data Source: Data for Parts A and B are taken from the National-Scale Air Toxics Assessment done by the U.S. EPA based on an inventory of air pollution gathered by Oregon DEQ every three years.  http://www.epa.gov/ttn/atw/nata1999/ 
