Proposed Targets – New Air Quality Benchmarks


The following questions, underlined below, follow the Progress Board’s Target Setting Protocol for Oregon Benchmarks. 
WHY AMBITIOUS BUT REALISTIC?  
75. AIR QUALITY - NATIONAL STANDARDS
Number of days when air is unhealthy for a. sensitive groups, b. all groups.

Part a, sensitive groups: 2010 Target = 20 days; 2015 Target = 0 days 

Part b, all groups:  2010 Target = 3 days; 2015 Target = 0 days
In September 2006, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency established a new federal particulate matter standard (one of the six pollutants addressed by the national standards). The change will result in more winter days being identified as unhealthy.  Projections of population growth and continued increases in vehicle miles traveled by car will also make meeting the ozone standard (also one of the six) in the summer more difficult.  Nevertheless, the 2015 targets of no unhealthy air days reflect the goal of Oregon’s Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) to fully protect the health of all Oregonians from air pollution.  We believe that meeting these targets, while ambitious, is realistic based on the historical data record and air pollution reduction strategies already in place or being planned. 
76. AIR QUALITY – NEW SCIENCE    
Percent of Oregonians at risk from toxic air pollutants that contribute to: a. cancer, b. respiratory problems
Parts a and b – 2010 Targets = 95%; 2015 Targets = 90%

Compliance with existing and new federal regulations will continue to slowly reduce toxic air pollutant risk.  Our increasing knowledge about toxic air pollution sources will lead to focused strategies implemented through Oregon’s Air Toxics Program.  These Targets are realistic but assume DEQ will have increased resources to carry out our mission.

HOW MUCH DEPENDS ON YOUR AGENCY VERSUS OTHER PARTNERS? 
(For both #75 and #76)

Significant efforts by Oregon’s DEQ, beyond permitting and inspecting industrial air pollution sources, will be required to achieve healthy air quality and meet the targets.  Most air pollution in Oregon results from burning, much of it by motor vehicles, but also from open burning and residential heating. The Oregon Low Emitting Vehicle standards scheduled to go into effect in the 2009 model year will help reduce pollution from automobiles.  Local ordinances and the public’s cooperation will be needed to reduce air pollution from open burning and old uncertified residential woodstoves.  The new national fine particulate standard will certainly raise the priority for abatement actions in some communities since violations carry with them the threat of federal sanctions. DEQ is already working with local government partners to prevent unhealthy air days. These efforts to prevent national standard violations will also improve our air with respect to toxic air pollutants.  As an example, DEQ is already working with municipal and private fleet operators to reduce diesel exhaust emissions, an important contributor to fine particulate and toxic air pollutants.  

OTHER PARTNERS
(For both #75 and #76)
Individual Oregonians are our most important partners. In the long run it will be necessary to increase public awareness about air pollution and the role that individuals play in protecting air quality.  DEQ must also partner with other state agencies (Departments. of Agriculture, Forestry, Energy, and Transportation), the Lane Regional Air Protection Agency, federal agencies, METRO, local and county governments and metropolitan planning organizations, health agencies, industry associations, environmental groups and others to be successful.
