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Chapter 5.
Conclusions

Overall, the Science Panel found that Oregon has made great strides in resolving

critical problems of the past. Oregon’s land use laws have limited the loss of forest

and farm land. Coastal zone management has helped to reverse the loss of estua-

rine habitats.  Forest practices rules have contributed to protection of forest streams.

Recent changes in federal land management emphasize protection of biodiversity

on federal forests and range lands.  Yet, the panel also found that Oregonians now

face a new set of environmental challenges that existing policies and programs

may not be sufficient to address.

Many of Oregon’s key environmental problems are concentrated in the lowlands

where most Oregonians live and work. Aquatic ecosystems, which integrate many

kinds of activities, are most impacted and most at risk. Water quality in many

lowland areas is poor throughout much of the year, and the structure and function

of many riparian areas have been significantly altered from historical conditions.

With few exceptions, these and other problems are most critical in the lowlands of

major river basins–the wetlands, woodlands, and grasslands–that Oregonians have

intensively developed for homes, cities, and farms. These lands are mostly pri-

vately owned, and the actions involved come from people and industries going

about the ordinary business of life.

The greatest opportunity for improving Oregon’s environment in this generation,

therefore, occurs on lands that Oregonians control: on state, county, and private

lands. Much of what potentially can be achieved on federal lands is already re-

flected in new policies for managing forests and rangelands. The current challenge

on federal lands is to take action based on these plans.

This evaluation of the state of Oregon’s environment reveals a system that is com-

plex and interwoven.  Because of this interconnectivity, managing natural resources

may require trade-offs when deciding among competing demands.  Intensive agri-

culture and forestry as well as industrialization and urbanization are highly valued

economically, but they can result in significant threats to the environment.

Some environmental threats make headlines, such as toxic materials washed from

an industrial site. Other threats stem from small, everyday incidents, such as
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applying pesticides carelessly or clearing trees and brush along a river.  And

yet, even these small actions add up across the landscape to create significant

cumulative threats.

Managing Oregon’s environment involves decisions that range from the ac-

tions of large industry to the weekend maintenance of one’s own backyard. It

involves activities high in a watershed and their consequences to river condi-

tions farther downstream.  It involves finding common ground among those

who wish to preserve natural systems and those who wish to maximize eco-

nomic productivity. For decisions, large or small, that Oregonians face every

day, it is essential to understand the status and trends of the environment.

The purpose of the State of the Environment Report has been to describe the

health of Oregon’s natural systems. That has been the work of the Science

Panel. The next step is to establish goals, to envision the state of the environ-

ment we want to have in 25 years, and to compare that vision to trends out-

lined in this Report. That is the work of the citizens.
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Science Panel and Contributors
The State of the Environment Report was developed and written by a group of dedicated scientists

and technicians, all of whom worked as volunteers.

Associated Scientists
A group of scientists participated actively in the project with
the Science Panel, assisting in the work and writing parts of
the Report.

Dr. Richard Dick, Professor, Department of Soil
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Dr. James Good, Director, Marine Resource
Management Program, College of Oceanic and
Atmospheric Science, OSU

James Kagan, Director, Oregon Natural Heritage Program
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Northwest Research Station

Contributors
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Brad Angle, Team Leader, Work Force, Oregon
Employment Department

Jonathan Brooks, College of Forestry, OSU
Brad Carter, Graduate Assistant, PSU
Bob Doppelt, Center for Community and Watershed

Health, PSU
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Dr. Craig Shinn, Professor, Hatfield School of

Government, Portland State University
Jeffrey Tryens, Executive Director, Oregon Progress Board
Bob Doppelt, President, Center for Community and

Watershed Health, Portland State University
Dr. Paul Risser, President, Oregon State University

Science Editor
Margaret Herring, Science Writers’ Group

Science Panel
The Science Panel was selected in 1998 and charged
with the responsibility of producing the State of the
Environment Report.

Dr. Paul Risser, Science Panel Chair, President of
Oregon State University

Dr. Stevan Arnold, Chair, Department of Zoology,
OSU

Dr. William (Bill) Boggess, Department Head,
Department of Agricultural and Resource
Economics, OSU

Dr. Stan Gregory, Professor, Department of Fisheries
and Wildlife, OSU

Dr. Dave Hulse, Chair, Department of Landscape
Architecture, University of Oregon

Dr. Paul Jepson, Chair, Department of Entomology,
OSU

Dr. Norm Johnson, Professor, College of Forestry,
Department of Forestry, OSU

Dr. Jane Lubchenco, Distinguished Professor,
Department of Zoology, OSU

Dr. Paul Murtaugh, Associate Professor, Department of
Statistics, OSU

Dr. James R. Pratt, Professor, Environmental Sciences
and Resources,  Portland State University

Dr. Martin Vavra, Superintendent, OSU Agricultural
Research Center, Burns, OR

Dr. Sandra Woods, Associate Professor, Department of
Civil, Construction, and Environmental
Engineering, OSU
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Advisory Committee
The Science Panel worked in collaboration with a broad-based group of

public officials, stakeholders, and interested citizens. These groups, with the Science Panel,
make up the full State of Oregon Environmental Report Full Committee.

Progress Board Appointees
Herb Aschkenasy, President, Oregon Freeze Dry
Cliff Bentz, Attorney, Yturri, Rose, Burnham, Bentz &

Helfrich
Goody Cable, Rimskey-Korsakoffee House
Ned Dempsey, President, Century West Engineering
Myrlie Evers-Williams, President, MEW & Associates,

Inc.
The Honorable Ted Ferrioli,  State Senator
Vicki Goodman, Regional Coordinator, Economic &

Community Development Department
John Miller, President, Mahonia Vineyards & Nursery
Barry Norris, Administrator, Technical & Field Services

Division, Oregon Water Resources Department
Jeff Tryens, Executive Director, Oregon Progress Board
The Honorable Larry Wells, State Representative
Carol Whipple, Rocking C Ranch
Ed Whitelaw, President, ECO Northwest
Brett Wilcox, President, Northwest Aluminum

Stakeholders
Jeff Allen, Executive Director, Oregon Environmental

Council
Ward Armstrong, retired, Oregon Forest Industries

Council
Lynn Beaton, Team Leader, Economic & Community

Development Department

Kevin Birch, Analyst, Forest Planning, Oregon
Forestry Department

Paul Burnet, Manager, Special Projects, Oregon
Department of Environmental Quality

Bob Doppelt, Portland State University
Angus Duncan, Bonneville Environmental

Foundation
Jenny Holmes, Environmental Commission,

Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon
John Ledger, Legislative Representative, Associated

Oregon Industries
Wayne Lei, Director, Environmental Affairs, Portland

General Electric
Margaret Nover, Manager, Pollution Prevention

Program, City of Portland
Brent Searle, Special Assistant to the Director, Oregon

Department of Agriculture
Craig Shinn, Portland State University
Sara Vickerman, Director, West Coast Office,

Defenders of Wildlife
Jim Whitty, President, James M. Whitty, Ltd.
Duncan Wyse, President, Oregon Business Council
Jill Zarnowitz, Assistant Director, Habitat

Conservation Division, Oregon Department of Fish
& Wildlife
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Russ Karow, Crop & Soil Science
Don Wysocki, Soil Science, OSU Extension Science
Bob Frenkel, Professor Emeritus, OSU
John Christy, Oregon Natural Heritage Program
Ralph Tiner, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Ken Bierly, Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board
Kelly Moore, Governor’s Office and ODWF
Emery Castle, OSU
Tony Svejcar, Research Leader and Range Scientist,

USDA-ARS, EOARC, Burns
Richard Miller, Professor of Rangeland Resources,

OSU-EOARC
Paul Doescher, Professor of Rangeland Resources, OSU
R.M. Hughes, Associate Professor of Fisheries, Oregon

State University, & US Environmental Protection
Agency, Corvallis, OR

Randy Comeleo, GIS Specialist, US Environmental
Protection Agency, Corvallis, OR

Dr. Warren B. Cohen, USDA Forest Service, Pacific
Northwest Research Station, Corvallis, OR

Paul Adamus, Faculty Research Assistant, Department
of Fisheries and Wildlife, OSU

Peter McEvoy
Bruce Coblentz
Gary Lettman, Planning Analyst, Oregon Department

of Forestry
George Brown, Retired Dean, OSU College of Forestry,
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Resources, OSU
Tom Spies, Ecologist, Pacific Northwest Research

Station
Fred Swanson, Geologist/former head of HJ Andrews

Research Unit, PNW
John Beuter, Consultant, Duck Creek Associates
John Tappeiner, Silviculturist, Forest Resources, OSU

Reviewers
The Science Panel wishes to acknowledge the reviews and helpful

comments received from many, including:
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Ordering copies of the State of the Environment Report
Individual copies of the Oregon State of the Environment Report 2000–Statewide Summary are available

to Oregonians free of charge. Copies of the full-length State of the Environment Report and bulk orders

of the Statewide Summary are available at cost.

For more information, contact Zoë Johnson at 503-986-0039 (phone), 503-581-5115 (fax), 503-986-

0123 (voice/TDD). The Oregon State of the Environment Report is also available on-line at

www.econ.state.or.us/opb.

Oregon Progress Board
The Oregon Progress Board is an independent state strategic planning agency.  Created by the

Oregon Legislature in 1989 to keep Oregonians focused on the future, the Board is responsible for

maintaining the state’s 20 year strategic plan, Oregon Shines.  The ten-member board, chaired by the

governor, consists of citizen leaders and reflects the state’s social, ethnic and political diversity.

The Progress Board is best known for its Oregon Benchmarks, ninety indicators of economic, social

and environmental health.  Recommendations from the Oregon State of the Environment Report  will

be used by the Board to strengthen the benchmarks relating to environmental issues.

The members of the Progress Board are:  Governor John Kitzhaber, Chair; Brett Wilcox, Vice-Chair;

Lindsay Berryman, Ron Daniels, Bobbie Dore Foster; Dave Frohnmayer; Beverly Stein; and Ed

Whitelaw.

For more information about the Oregon Progress Board, the Oregon Benchmarks, or the Oregon State

of the Environment Report, please write to :

Oregon Progress Board
775 Summer Street N.E., Suite 330

Salem, Oregon 97301-1283
503-986-0039


