SFMA Facelift Project
On April 22nd, we opened the Big Test Region for agencies to review and comment on the SFMA Facelift Project.  To date we have 27 reviewers representing 13 agencies.

The purpose of the SFMA facelift is to allow new users, performing data entry functions, to have an immediate comfort level with the web-enabled screens.  There is no additional functionality with the new web-enabled screens.  As with any system, most users find function keys more efficient than point and click or drop down screens.

No changes have been made to the current “green” screens to accommodate the web-enabled change.  The web-enabled screens are another option for SFMA users.  They do not replace the current “green” screens.

To date, most testers are not seeing the advantage of the web-enabled screens.  Comments have indicated it is fine to move the web-enabled screens into Production as an option, but do not spend valuable SFMS resources that could be used for SFMA enhancements to work on web-enabling SFMA.  The programming staff used to web-enable SFMA is not the same group working on SFMA enhancements.  Therefore, we are not using IS resources that could be making enhancements to SFMA for this project.
We are interested in everyone’s feedback.  Based on the information we have received at this point, we will plan to move the current facelift to Production in the fall of 2008, but will not plan to work to expand screens.  Of course this preliminary decision is subject to change based on the direction agencies would like us to take.    

