Open Data Base Connectivity (ODBC) Driver

What is the ODBC Driver?  The ODBC Driver is a mechanism to go directly against the SFMA mainframe files.  This allows access to all appropriate fields of information, on-line, real time.  

Why would I want to use the ODBC Driver?  You would only want to use the ODBC Driver if there was information that is not available on the DataMart.   Typically information is not available on the DataMart, because the DataMart is updated weekly.  In addition, I understand there may be a table or two that is not on the DataMart, which agencies would like to be able to access.  If the information is available on the DataMart, you would not want to use the ODBC Driver, because the ODBC driver costs $28.80 per CPU minute compared to the DataMart cost of $4.74 per CPU minute.   In addition, the effective and efficient method to kill a query does not exist for the ODBC driver.  

Are there requirements for agency use of the ODBC Driver?  Yes – The person using the driver will need to be trained one-on-one, be classified as an Accountant 3 or higher, have a good working knowledge of BRIO and have approval from an appropriate manager with budget authority.
We recently made this capability available to agencies, because we could limit which information was appropriate and which was not.  If your agency has interest in this capability please contact Michael Makelacy or Joy Sebastian.
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