SFMA   Facelift

Agency representatives were asked if they have an interest in a SFMA facelift.  (Joy brought up this same topic in the November 2005 user group – see below.)  
We plan to have SFMA around for at least another ten years.  Do you think a GUI interface would make the training process easier?  Would you have an interest in exploring this with Joy?  

Agencies commented that because of the look and feel of SFMA many staff do not have any respect for the system and its functionality.  They were also aware that the younger employees being hired have absolutely no knowledge or experience with a mainframe system.  
Anyone interest in participating in a project to update SFMA please contact Joy:



Joy.sebastian@state.or.us
This project, start to finish, would take between 2 and 3 years and while expensive, would be a very small percentage of what would be paid for a new accounting system.
From the November 2006 user group minutes:

SFMA Facelift 
(Agency Input Requested!!
SFMA – the Statewide Financial Management Application is 11 years old.  It survived through all the different implementation phases, Y2K (year 2000), hundreds of cleanups, archiving and lots of enhancements.  Although R*Stars is complex and tricky, we believe it still basically meets the needs of the state for the areas it was intended to service.  We believe R*Stars will be around for at least another ten years, maybe even twenty!! 

We have an interest in giving R*Stars a face lift.   Meetings will be set up in January to talk with agencies about the types of changes they would like to see in SFMA.  Would you like to see a ‘GUI’ interface?  A web-based interface?  

Where would we start the process – accounts payable?

How do you feel about this project?

Talk about it with your staff and plan to send someone with ideas to the sessions that will begin in January.

