INTRODUCTION TO THE RULES AND STATUTES IN THIS BOOK
I. PUBLIC CONTRACTING CODE (CODE)

The Oregon Legislature created the statutes of the Code.  The first chapter of the Code, ORS 279A, applies to all procurements and describes the Oregon Procurement System, which should:
· Simplify, clarify and modernize Procurement
· Instill public confidence 

· Promote efficient use of resources

· Support socioeconomic programs 

· Allow for impartial, open, meaningful competition to arrive at best value

· Provide an evolving structure that uses emerging procurement methods

The second chapter of the Code, ORS 279B, applies to procurement of Supplies and Services.

The third chapter of the Code, ORS 279C, applies to procurement of architectural, engineering, land surveying and related services and public improvements. 

II. DAS PUBLIC CONTRACTING RULES (RULES)

DAS created the four divisions of the Rules: OAR 125-246, 125-247, 125-248, and 125-249.  
The Rules interpret and put into practice the Code, and Rules provide the following benefits: 
· Stability and predictability for people interacting within the Oregon Procurement System
· Equal treatment for all who deal with the state agencies under DAS authority
· Reliability and integrity of the procurement process
· Ease of finding DAS Rules and statutes in one Book
· User-friendly language for the procurement practitioner
· Clarity about roles and individual accountability
· Plain language for the suppliers where the Code allows it
· Enabled best practices and innovations
· Commentary to aid the users of the Rules
· Topics not addressed in DOJ Model Rules:
	· Policies

· Individual Delegations of Procurement Authority

· Personal Services

· Minority, Women and Emerging Small Businesses

· Sustainability and Federal Programs

· Oregon Procurement Information Network

· Contract Administration

· Ethics
	· Selling

· Electronic Goods

· Life Cycle Costing

· Buy Decision

· Seven (7) Sourcing Methods

· Penalties

· Dispute Resolution


III. STATUTES AND RULES FOR THE QUALIFIED REHABILITATION FACILITIES (QRF) PROGRAM

The Oregon Legislature created ORS 279.835-.855 for the QRF program. The contracts developed through this program facilitate employment opportunities for individuals with disabilities.
DAS created a division of rules, OAR 125-055, to interpret, administer, and put into practice these statutes for all Oregon public agencies.
