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Review of Oregon’s 
Children’s Justice Act Task Force
- Carrie Rasmussen, CJA Chair –
· Federal law
The Federal Children's Justice Act (CJA) provides grants to states to improve the investigation, prosecution, and judicial handling of cases of child abuse and neglect, particularly child sexual abuse and exploitation, in a manner that limits additional trauma to the child victim. This also includes the handling of child fatality cases in which child abuse or neglect is suspected and some cases of children with disabilities and serious health problems who also are victims of abuse and neglect.  
To be eligible for CJA funds, States must be eligible for the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA) Basic State Grant and must establish and maintain a multidisciplinary Task Force on children's justice. The Task Force is to be comprised of representatives from selected disciplines involved in handling child abuse and neglect cases.
Every three years, a Task Force is required to conduct a comprehensive evaluation of the State's systems related to the investigative, administrative, and judicial handling of child abuse, neglect and exploitation cases and child maltreatment-related fatalities and make recommendations for system improvements.  Oregon must submit its next three-year report by May 2015.
Funding for the CJA program is available from the Crime Victims Fund. Legislation requires in any fiscal year that funds be made available to the Department of Health and Human Services for CJA grants to the States, except that 15 percent will be reserved by the Attorney General for CJA grants to Native American Tribes. With the enactment of the Child Abuse Prevention and Enforcement Act (CAPE) in March 2000, the amount transferred to ACF is capped at $17,000,000. The total funding available for the CJA grants is $17,000,000. 
Funds will be allocated to States based on a formula similar to that used in distributing the CAPTA State grants, i.e., a base amount of $50,000 will be awarded to each State; an additional amount will be awarded bearing the same ratio to the total funds remaining as the number of children under the age of 18 in each State bears to the total number of children under 18 in all the States.

· Federal guidance for use of state grant funds 
Section 107 of CAPTA (42 U.S.C. 5106c) requires states to use the grant funds to help them develop, establish, and operate programs to improve:
(1) the assessment and investigation of suspected child abuse and neglect cases, including cases of suspected child sexual abuse and exploitation, in a manner that limits additional trauma to the child and the child’s family;
(2) the assessment and investigation of cases of suspected child abuse-related fatalities and suspected child neglect-related fatalities;
(3) the investigation and prosecution of cases of child abuse and neglect, including child sexual abuse and exploitation; and
(4) the assessment and investigation of cases involving children with disabilities or serious health-related problems who are suspected victims of child abuse or neglect.

· Current Oregon CJA priorities (2012 – 2015)
Using the federal guidelines (above), the CJA Task Force developed the following grant priorities for the 2012 – 2015 period:

1. Domestic Violence – Develop multi-disciplinary training and support projects that address domestic violence cases where children are involved, and evaluate their effectiveness.
· Provide multi-disciplinary training on domestic violence;
· Develop a protocol for a multi-system response and safety assessment in cases where children are witness to domestic violence;
· Provide training on the Safe and Together model; and
· Support training for attorneys on dependency cases that involve domestic violence.

2. Sex Abuse – Standardize forensic interview protocols and provide initial and ongoing training to child interviewers.
· Provide training on the community’s response to child sex abuse cases;
· Provide training to the medical community on emergent child sex abuse cases; and
· Provide training on the SAFE kit for kids

3. Bias – Provide multi-disciplinary training to mitigate bias in decision-making in the child welfare system.
· Develop and support projects that mitigate generational bias in order to facilitate objective decisions in case planning;
· Develop and support projects to reduce disproportionality; and
· Develop guidelines for reporting and responding to reports of abuse from children and young adults in foster care.

4. Court Procedures – Provide training and support projects that facilitate effective participation in the juvenile court process.
· Provide training for children in foster care, their relatives, and foster parents about the court process to encourage their participation;
· Develop a pilot project that combines the DHS Child Safety Meetings with Judicial Settlement Conferences; and
· Provide training to improve compliance with the Indian Child Welfare Act.

5. Karly’s Law – Develop and distribute multi-disciplinary training on Karly’s Law.
· Provide training on Children’s Advocacy Center standards for forensic interviews;
· Develop protocols for emergent child abuse cases that present at local hospitals; and
· Provide multi-system training regarding the application of Karly’s Law.

· Oregon CJA Task Force
[bookmark: _GoBack]In January 2011, the DHS Child Welfare Advisory Committee (CWAC) assumed the responsibilities of the CJA Task Force, designating the existing group as a subcommittee to carry out CJA activities.  Federal law requires the CJA Task Force to have members from the following categories:  law enforcement, judges, prosecuting and defense attorneys, child advocates, CASAs, health and mental health professionals, child protective services, parents, adult victims of child abuse and or neglect, individuals who work with homeless children and youth.  The members of CWAC fulfill these requirements.
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· Recent CJA Grants
Each fall, Oregon receives notice of the grant from the Children’s Bureau, U. S. Department of Health and Human Services.  Recently, Oregon has received slightly more than $210,000 each year and has two fiscal years to obligate these funds.
	2013

	Grantee
	Project
	Grant Amount
	Description
	Oregon CJA Priority

	David Mandel & Associates
	Safe and Together Initiative
	$84,000
	Trainings for DHS managers and staff to assist with integrating Safe & Together and the Oregon Safety Model, Differential Response, and co-located advocate model. 
	Domestic Violence

	[bookmark: _Hlk395529593]PSU – Child Welfare Partnership
	Beyond the Basics, Creative Search and Involvement of Relatives in the Case Plan
	$41,545
	Update and develop materials and implement training for DHS and community partners – education on effectively working with relatives of dependent children.  Several full-day regional trainings.
	Court Procedures

	DHS / OHA
	OHA Death Review
	$21,692
	Fund DHS/OHA Health Educator position for 2 years to develop process for collecting and sharing child fatality data, training on the national Child Death Review electronic data system, and implement online CDR training.
	Karly’s Law and Domestic Violence

	Youth, Rights & Justice Attorneys
	Facilitating Effective Child & Youth Participation in the Juvenile Court Process
	$5,900
	Training for facilitating effective participation in Juvenile Court proceedings, presentation to 2013 Shoulder to Shoulder Conference.
	Court Procedures

	Oregon Network of Child Abuse Intervention Centers
	Karly’s Law Training Video
	$43,815

	Production of a training video for Multidisciplinary Teams (MDTs) responding to child abuse in collaboration with Oregon DOJ - Child Abuse Multidisciplinary Intervention (CAMI) Program.
	Karly’s Law

	The Oregon Network of Child Abuse Intervention Centers

	Oregon Child Forensic Interview Trainings
	$70,777
	Round 1 - Oregon Forensic Interview Trainings 
	Sex Abuse and Karly’s Law

	Grantee
	Project
	Grant Amount
	Description
	Oregon CJA Priority

	Boys & Girls Aid Society of Oregon
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]2013 Shoulder-to-Shoulder Conf. “Strengthening Children and Families”
	$9,945
	Provide full and partial scholarships, November 18 - 19.
	Domestic Violence, Sex Abuse, Bias, and Court Procedures

	The Oregon Network of Child Abuse Intervention Centers
	Oregon Child Forensic Interview Trainings
	$68,732

	Round 2 - Oregon Forensic Interview Trainings
	Sex Abuse and Karly’s Law

	2014

	Portland State University
(Chris Carey and Joselyn Baker)
	Commercial sexual exploitation of children (CSEC)
	$35,441
	Part 1:  Develop standardized data collection and assessment methods for analysis of CSEC cases within DHS.   Part 2:  Develop a multi-disciplinary community response to commercial exploitation of children in Hood River County and surrounding areas.  
	Sex Abuse

	Children’s Trust Fund of Oregon
	2014 Shoulder to Shoulder Conf. “Strengthening Children and Families”
	$10,000
	Provide full and partial scholarships, October 27 - 28.
	Domestic Violence, Sex Abuse, Bias, Court Procedures

	Clackamas County Sheriff’s Office
	Specialist Interview Course - Child Sex Offenders
	$63,000
	A 5-day specialist interviewer course for ~ 135 attendees in September 2014 to enhance knowledge and skills for interviews of child sex offenders. Behavioral analysis and interviewing skills presented by forensic psychologist Dr. Joe Sullivan.
	Sex Abuse

	The Oregon Network of Child Abuse Intervention Centers
	Oregon Child Forensic Interview Trainings
	$50,000
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK3]2015 and 2016 Oregon Forensic Interview Trainings:  A collaborative project with the Oregon DOJ - Child Abuse Multidisciplinary Account (CAMI) and Oregon Regional Service Providers (RSPs).
	Sex Abuse and Karly’s Law



