
 

Jon Bartholomew – Portland – Multnomah County 

Coming soon!   

Barbara Bieg  -  Medford  -  Jackson County 

Professionally, Barbara runs the ACCESS Senior/Disabled Outreach Program and ACCESS 
Resident Services.  Barbara is a member of Rogue Valley Council of Government Nutrition 
and Support Services, Jackson County Vulnerable Populations Committee, Senior Services 
Disability Services, DD Services, Lifespan Respite, Money Management Program Sub 
Committee, Multi-Disciplinary Task Force, Powerful Tools of Care Giving trained, CTAC, 
Gero Physic Task Force, Senior & Law Enforcement Task Force, Homeless Task Force.  
Barbara has also been a caregiver for terminally ill family members. 

 

Suzette Boydston  -  Newport  -  Lincoln County  

Coming soon!                         

 

 

Jeff Brandon  - Lake Oswego - Multnomah County 

Jeff is a retired Deputy Public Guardian and Conservator for Multnomah County (1978 – 
2003).  Prior to 1978 Jeff taught at Portland Community College, Manpower Training Program 
and Adult Basic Education.  Jeff is affiliated with the National Guardian Association, the 
Guardian/ Conservator Association of Oregon, and the Oregon Gerontological Association.   
Jeff is currently serving on the Governor appointed Public Guardian and Conservator Task 
Force. (2009-2013) 

 

Peggy Brey  -  Portland – Multnomah County 

Coming soon! 
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MEMBERSHIP BIOS  



 

Patty Brost  - Portland - Multnomah County 

Patty worked as a direct patient care provider for 20 years and then did Community 
Health Education and Community Relations for 18 years for Legacy Mount Hood 
Medical Center. Patty is on the Board of Directors of Gresham Seniors United, serves 
on the Elders in Action Commission, Board member of Ride Connection 
Transportation, POLST Registry Advisory Council, Home Care Commission, and 
serves as facilitator of support groups for people with Stroke, Parkinson’s, COPD, and 
Caregivers. Patty was the care giver for her mother during the last four years of her 
mother’s life. 

Lee Po Cha  -  Portland  –  Multnomah County 

Coming Soon! 

 

 

John Crawford  - Tigard  -  Washington County 

John served for 20 years in the US Air Force, retiring in 1971. John has been the Chairman of 
the Advisory Committee for the Washington County Department of Aging and Veteran’s 
Services and a member of the O4AD. John was a caregiver for his mother-in-law for 25 years 
as she progressed through the stages of dementia and Alzheimer’s. 

 

Jim Davis, Financial Officer  -  Portland  -  Multnomah County 

Dr. Jim Davis is an associate professor in the Human Sciences Department at 
Marylhurst University, where he coordinates the psychology and social sciences 
programs, teaches gerontology, psychology and public policy and is the Vice Chair of 
the University Faculty Council. He earned his masters in administration/gerontology 
and doctorate in educational psychology from the University of Oregon. Dr. Davis has 
been the Executive Director/Legislative Director for the Oregon State Council for 
Retired Citizens and United Seniors of Oregon since 1987. He is also currently the 
national chair of the National Coalition for Consumer Organizations on Aging, the 
advocacy arm of the National Council on Aging, the Public Policy Coordinator for 
Parkinson's Resources of Oregon and on the Board of Directors for the Oregon 
Alliance for Retired Americans. He has served on the state Insurance Advisory 
Committee for 22 years, chaired the Oregon Delegation to the 2005 White House 
Conference on Aging and served on the GCSS under Gov. Goldschmidt. He served on 
the National Gray Panthers Board of Directors and Executive Committee for 8 years 
and chaired the National Health, Program and Media Committees. As a psychologist 
and gerontologist, Dr. Davis has also specialized in mental health care and addiction 
issues for seniors. He coordinated the Senior Mental Health Projects in the Oregon 
Senior and Disabled Services Division and served as the Gerontologist for Oregon 
Mental Health Division. He is currently the Co-Chair of the Oregon Legislative Work 
Group on Senior and Disability Mental Health and Addictions. 



Joe Greenman, Legislative Coordinator  -  Portland  -  Multnomah County 

Coming soon! 

 

Mary Rita Hurley, RN, MPA, Member-at-Large – Portland – Multnomah Co 

 
With more than 30 years in the health care industry, Mary Rita Hurley has achieved success in 
practice, administration, academia and consultancy. She has held positions as a clinical nurse, 

director of operations, university faculty, Aging Initiatives Director as well as the International 
Leadership Institute Director with the Honor Society of Nursing, Sigma Theta Tau 

International. Currently, Mary Rita serves as the Executive Director of the Oregon Center for 
Nursing. 

Mary Rita’s professional career has been dedicated to improving the health and health care of 
older adults. She has extensive experience in geriatrics and managing the oversight of long 
term care and senior housing facilities in both urban and rural settings throughout the United 
States. She continues to provide consultation to the long term care and senior housing 
industry, focusing on regulatory compliance, policy and procedure development, nursing 
operations and leadership/mentoring strategies for department directors. Enhancing the 
leadership skills of nurses as every level of practice is a key focus of Mary Rita’s current 
work. 

Mary Rita is recognized nationally and internationally as a speaker and author on leadership 
and geriatric nursing. She also serves on the national board of directors for the National 
Gerontological Nurses Association (NG NA). 

 

 

Paul Krissel  -  Salem  -  Marion County 

Coming soon! 

 

Senator Jeff Kruse – Roseburg – Douglas County 

Coming soon!   

 

Nancy Pierce  -  Eugene  -  Lane County 

Coming soon! 



Midge Purcell  -  Portland  -  Multnomah County 

Coming soon! 

 

Keith Putman  -  Salem  -  Marion County 

Coming soon! 

 

Charles Richards, Vice-Chair -  Salem  -  Marion County 

Charles is a State Senator for the National Silver Haired Congress, Director of the Oregon 
Silver Haired Congress, serves on the Senior Advisory Council and within the Council he 
serves on the Legislative Committee for Northwest Seniors and Disability Services (NWSDS).  
Charles is a AARP Volunteer and gives his services to the Oregon Food and Nutritional Help 
for Seniors (DHS), Campaign for Oregon’s Senior and People with Disabilities, and Garten 
Services Inc. focusing on Special Events for People with Disabilities.  Charles is a caregiver 
for his 99 year old mother-in-law living in his home. 

 

Kathleen Schonau  -  Newport  -  Lincoln County 

Professionally Kathleen is a RN of 31 years. Kathleen has served as a Senior and Disabled 
Services Care Manager, Hospital Discharge Planning/Social Worker, Certified Care Manager, 
Nationally Certified Guardian, and currently is the owner of a licensed In Home Care Agency. 
Kathleen is affiliated with Oregon Health Care Association, National Association Professional 
Geriatric Care Managers, National Guardianship Association, Lincoln County Senior Support 
Network, and Pacific Communities Health District BOD. Kathleen has been a family caregiver 
for her parents and elderfriends. 

Catherine Skiens  -  Albany  -  Linn County 

Catherine was formerly a County Commissioner in Linn County. As a County Commissioner 
she also served as a board member for Oregon Cascade West Council of Governments and for 
Community Services Consortium for Linn, Benton and Lincoln Counties. Catherine currently 
serves as a Commissioner on the Housing Authority for Linn & Benton counties and also 
currently serves on the OCWCOG Senior Services Advisory Committee and the Senior Meals 
Program for Linn, Benton and Lincoln Counties. Catherine has been a care giver for her 
grandparents, mother and other family members who had age related and terminal illnesses.   



 

Judy Applegate Strand, Chair  -  Sandy  -  Clackamas County 
 
Judy is the Chief Executive Officer of Metropolitan Family Service in Portland. Judy joined 

MFS as Chief Operating Officer in 2004, overseeing community-based social service 

programs supporting 37,000 children, families and older adults.  

Judy has more than 30 years’ experience in social work and mental health, in clinical and 

supervisory roles. Since early in her professional life, Judy has focused the bulk of her clinical 

and program development work on geriatrics, building community delivery systems to reach 

isolated adults age 60 + with unaddressed psycho-social- physical needs, as well as building 

high impact volunteer models for those in their second half of life.  

Over the past few years, Judy has worked with local aging colleagues and the Oregon Health 

Authority to host two Older Adult Suicide Prevention forums. Nationally, Judy serves on an 

Advisory Board for the Alliance for Children and Families’ “Age of Aging” effort aimed at 

expanding service capacity for older adults in member organizations across the nation.  

 

Kenneth Viegas – Springfield – Lane County 
 
Kenneth Viegas is an Emeritus Associate Professor at the University of Oregon. He is a 
member of the Academy of Certified Social Workers. He has spent his entire career in the 
field of human services and education related to human services. Viegas is presently a 
member of the Lane County Council of Governments Senior Services Advisory Committee, 
and a member of the sub- committee on Budget and Planning. He is a member of the Lane 
County Adult Public Safety Committee. He has been a Court Appointed Special Advocate for 
abused and neglected children for 10 years and has been a Long Term Certified Ombudsman 
for 5 years.  He has served on many Lane County Committees since the 1960's. In addition, he 
has been on a number of Non-Profit boards. He served as an associate member of one State of 
Oregon Task Force on Corrections and as a member of the Working Group for another. 

  

 


