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TRICHINOSIS

central nervous system.
Clincial Features

ingestion of infected meat, particularly if the meat contains large numbers of larvae, With infections of
lesser intensity gastrointestina Symptoms may be very mild or absent.

The second or migratory phase of the infection usually occurs within one to two weeks of exposure.
This phase is characterized by myalgia, edema, particularly periorbital edema, fever, cough and malaise. In

addition, larvae may be deposited in the central nervous system producing diffuse of focal neurologic signs,
or in the myocardium producing tachycardia and electrocardiographic changes.

Epidemiology
The reservoirs of the parasite in the United States include swine and other domestic animals such as
dogs and cats. In addition and contributing to the perpetuation of domestic animaj reservoirs, is the

to swine is largely responsible for the persistence of the infection in this host. Since pork is not inspected
for trichina larvae in the United States, there is a risk of acquiring the disease on ingestion of improperly
prepared pork or pork products.

Laboratory

3. Muscle biopsy — presence of non-calcified larvae of T spiralis provides diagnostic confirmation
of recent infection.
4. Larvae in suspected foods — identification of viable larvae in suspected foods is evidence of
exposure in a case, or outbreak, of trichinosis..
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