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THEODORE R. KULONGOSKI
Governor

November 13, 2008

To: Legislators and Members of the Oregon Health Fund Board:

[ am pleased to share the attached report on Oregon’s Healthcare Safety Net produced
by the Safety Net Advisory Council.

As many of you know, we have an increasingly large number of uninsured Oregonians.
Even those Oregonians who have coverage may have difficulty accessing care. The many
barriers to timely and affordable care include lack of coverage, geographic isolation, language
and culture, mental illness, and homelessness. The safety net has emerged over time in response
to these needs in communities across Oregon.

Over the years the safety net has been an important part of Oregon’s healthcare delivery
system, providing care to many. This has been true in economic good times as well as in the bad
times. However, the scope, nature, issues, and needs of the safety net have not been widely
known. As we address and consider the issues raised by the faltering economy and the
recommendations of the Oregon Health Fund Board, it is important to learn more about the
safety net and its role in providing health care access throughout the state.

The Council was created by the Governor’s Office to advise policy makers. Its members
have experience and knowledge of the larger health care system as well as the safety net itself.
As Governor, I appreciate the dedication of the Council members and commend this report to
you for your review.

Sincerely,
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THEODORE R. KULONGOSKI
Governor
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