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BASIC FACTS

° There were 298 unintentional
poisoning deaths in Oregon in
2006; 96% were due to drugs
and medicines.

° Among Oregonians 35-54
years of age, there were more
unintentional poisoning deaths
due to drugs and medicines in
2006 than deaths due to motor
vehicle traffic.

. The rate of unintentional poi-
soning mortality associated
with opioid drugs and metha-
done increased faster than
any other types of drugs.

. It is not known what proportion

Drug-associated poisonings
in Oregon have increased
substantially in recent years.
The rate of unintentional
poisoning deaths due to
drugs and medicines was
7.8 deaths per 100,000 in
2006— up 90% since 1999.

Over 1,100 deaths among
Oregonians in the past 5
years resulted from uninten-
tional poisoning due to drugs
and medicines.

The rate of narcotic associ-
ated poisoning deaths in-
creased more than 100%
between 1999 and 2006—
more than any other cate-
gory of drug; much of the
increase was associated

with drugs that treat pain.

93% of narcotic-associated
deaths in 2006 were among
Caucasians, and over 70%
were male.
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®  The rate of mortality among

45-54 year-olds due to nar-
cotic-associated poisoning
increased faster than any
other age group between
1999 and 2006.

Rate of Drug Poisoning Deaths by Year
and Drug Type, Oregon, 1999-2006.
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of drug poisoning deaths and
hospitalizations are due to

abuse or misuse of prescrip-

Hospitalization

Rates based on Portland State University Population estimates, 2007
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