
More than 93% of the Tobacco Prevention and Education 
Program’s $6.9 million biennial budget supports 
programs and services directly provided by public and 
private organizations. More than $2 million goes to local 
communities across the state through contracts with county 
health departments, community organizations, schools,  
and tribes. 

TPEP currently contracts with 17 of Oregon’s 36 counties, 
seven of the 200 school districts, and all nine of Oregon’s 
federally recognized tribes. In addition, TPEP maintains 
contracts with organizations representing five population 
groups that experience tobacco-related disparities. 

TPEP receives less than 1/6th of the minimum amount 
recommended by the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention for an effective tobacco prevention and 
education program.

Funding

In 2005 - 2007, the Tobacco Prevention and Education 
Program (TPEP) is funded at $6.9 million for the biennium. 
TPEP works currently with local health departments, 
tribes, schools, and community organizations to deliver a 
comprehensive tobacco prevention program to all Oregon 
residents. These program activities use evidence-based 
strategies to reduce and prevent tobacco use recommended 
by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
 
Community programs: TPEP provides funding to 17 
of Oregon’s 36 counties, all nine of Oregon’s federally 
recognized tribes, and five community organizations 
representing diverse population groups, to reduce tobacco 
use and tobacco industry influence at the community level.
 
School programs: Seven of Oregon’s 200 school districts 
receive funding from TPEP to implement comprehensive, 
effective tobacco prevention programs at the school level. 
These programs are proven to reduce tobacco use among 
children.
 
Public Awareness and Education: TPEP conducts a 
statewide media campaign to raise Oregonians’ awareness 
of the dangers of secondhand 
smoke and the benefits of 
quitting tobacco. This campaign 
includes paid advertising 
on television, radio and in 
newspapers, as well as placing 
news stories and editorials 
in various media throughout 
Oregon. 
 
Oregon Tobacco Quit 
Line: The Oregon Tobacco 
Quit Line, funded by TPEP, 
provides assistance and coaching to callers who want to quit 
using tobacco. The Quit Line is a free service offered to all 
Oregonians who use tobacco, their friends, family and health 
care providers who want to help.

Surveillance and Evaluation: To ensure that programs 
are appropriate and effective, TPEP tracks, measures and 
analyzes tobacco-related data on adults and youth in Oregon. 
Overall program effectiveness is measured by comparing 
pre-program data and national trends to Oregon data during 
the same period. 
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“The debate is over. The science is clear: secondhand 
smoke is not a mere annoyance, but a serious health 
hazard that causes premature death and disease in 
children and nonsmoking adults.”

— Vice Admiral Richard H. Carmona, MD, MPH, FACS
United States Surgeon General

“Oregon is at a crossroads. Either fund the Tobacco 
Prevention and Education Program adequately and 
continue to make progress on reducing tobacco use or do 
nothing and watch the good work of the last decade erode. 
Oregon must take this opportunity to do the right thing.” 

— Danny McGoldrick, Vice President,
Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids

Comprehensive and Statewide 

The Tobacco Prevention and 
Education Program’s goals:
 
1  Prevent youth from  

initiating tobacco use
2  Help smokers quit
3  Eliminate exposure to 

secondhand smoke
4  Identify and eliminate  

tobacco-related disparities  
in all populations. 

Community programs 30%

Training 2%

Evaluation 6%

School programs 15%

Quit programs 15%

Public education and awareness 26%

Administration 6%
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Youth
National 2010 Objective: Reduce youth cigarette smoking  
prevalence to the target of 16% or less.*

Since the Tobacco Prevention and Education Program began, there has been a 
dramatic decline in youth smoking:
In 1996, 22% of 8th graders smoked cigarettes. In 2006, 9% of 8th graders 
smoked cigarettes. This is a 59% decrease.
In 1996, 28% of 11th graders smoked cigarettes. In 2006, 15% of 11th 
graders smoked cigarettes. This is a 46% decrease.
Without these reductions, Oregon would have roughly 38,000 additional 
youth smokers today. 

 
This success is encouraging, but the problem is not yet solved. Each day 20 
Oregon children begin their addiction to cigarettes. One in three of these 
young people will die prematurely from tobacco-related diseases.
 
With increased funding from the Governor’s proposed tobacco tax increase, 
TPEP will expand comprehensive tobacco prevention and education school 
programs to 220,000 Oregon students. In addition, higher prices on tobacco 
keep kids from starting to smoke. 
* Youth are defined as students in grades 9 through 12. 

Adults
NATIONAL 2010 OBJECTIVE: Reduce adult cigarette smoking  
prevalence to the target of 12% or less.

The Tobacco Prevention and Education Program has had significant 
success in reducing adult smoking since the start of the program. 
In 1996, there were 92 packs of cigarettes sold for every person in Oregon; in 
2006, that number had declined to 54. This is a 41% decline in consumption. 
In 1996, 23% of adults smoked cigarettes. In 2005, 19% of adults smoked. 
This is a 21% decrease. Without this reduction, Oregon would have an 
additional 133,000 adult smokers today.
Smokeless tobacco use has declined by 35% among adult males.

 
This success is encouraging, but the problem is not yet solved. Although 
the Quit Line has helped over 58,000 smokers since its inception, there 
are still smokers who want to quit -- in fact, 76% of smokers 
want to quit, or approximately 390,000 Oregon adults. With 
increased funding from the Governor’s proposed tobacco 
tax, TPEP will be able to provide Quit Line services, 
including coaching and patches, to five times more 
Oregonians than are served today.
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CAUTION:
48 kids a day smoke  
their first whole cigarette.
20 of these kids will be 
regular smokers a year later.

•

•

11th grade
smoking

down 46%

Secondhand Smoke
NATIONAL 2010 OBJECTIVE: Reduce exposure to 
secondhand smoke in homes and at work.
 
Oregon has had great success in reducing exposure to 
secondhand smoke since the start of the program. 
Over 95% of employees are protected by the Oregon 
Indoor Clean Air Act, which prohibits smoking in most 
workplaces.
In 1997, 18% of adults were exposed to secondhand 
smoke at work two or more hours in a typical week. In 
2005, 9% were. This is a 50% decrease in significant 
workplace exposure.
Public attitudes about secondhand 
smoke have changed. In 1997, 71% of 
adults had a rule completely banning 
smoking inside their homes. In 2005, 
86% did. This is a 21% increase. 

Pregnant Women
NATIONAL 2010 OBJECTIVE: Decrease cigarette  
smoking by pregnant women.

The Tobacco Prevention and Education Program has had 
a profound effect on the number of women who smoked 
during pregnancy. 
In 1996, 18% of infants were born to mothers who 
smoked during their pregnancy. In 2005, 12% were. This 
is a 33% decrease in births to smoking mothers. 
Since 1996, approximately 17,000 Oregon infants have 
had healthier beginnings to their lives because their moth-
ers did not smoke during pregnancy. 
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•CAUTION:
Over half a million 
(515,000) Oregon adults 
smoke cigarettes.
 Tobacco kills almost 7,000 
Oregonians each year.

•

•

April 2, 2007

Dear Oregonians,
 
Although tobacco use remains the number one preventable cause of death and disease in Oregon, great 
strides have been made to reduce tobacco’s terrible impact. Hard work and commitment by school and 
community programs, multicultural networks and coalitions during the past nine years have resulted in 
133,000 fewer adult smokers in Oregon and 2.7 billion fewer cigarettes sold each year. Because of the success 
of these activities, I have recommended funding Oregon’s Tobacco Prevention and Education Program (TPEP) 
at a level which will continue this success into the future and which will make TPEP once again a national 
leader in tobacco prevention, education and cessation. 

This means tangible savings of Oregon lives and dollars. For example, the number of infants born to mothers 
who smoke has been dropping. Smoking during pregnancy increases an infant’s risk of premature birth and 
other health problems. Since 1996 approximately 17,000 fewer infants were born to mothers who smoked 
during pregnancy, saving Oregon approximately $12 million in health care costs.

To continue this success, we need to continue the good work behind it. Funding for 
schools, county health departments and community organizations brings education 
and prevention work to communities statewide. Advertisements on television and 
radio reinforce messages about the dangers of secondhand smoke and the benefits 
of quitting tobacco. The Oregon Tobacco Quit Line is an invaluable resource to 
tobacco users who are ready to quit and could use some help.

Raising tobacco taxes is a cornerstone of my Healthy Kids plan. Higher prices 
on cigarettes mean that fewer children start smoking and many adult smokers quit. By 
increasing Oregon’s tax on tobacco to be on par with Washington State’s tax, we can provide insurance 
coverage to Oregon’s children, and we can take another important step toward preventing tobacco use 
by youngsters. I also support 100 percent smokefree workplaces. When workplaces go smokefree, many 
employees cut down or quit for good, employees are protected from secondhand smoke, and companies 
save money with a more productive workforce.

I am committed to the goal of a healthier Oregon. Increasing tobacco taxes, making certain that all indoor 
workplaces are smokefree, and supporting the Tobacco Prevention and Education Program’s efforts with 
adequate funding for prevention and cessation are important and necessary if we are to achieve that goal. 
In fact, investing in tobacco prevention is one of the best steps we can take to improve the health and well-
being of our citizens.

Theodore R. Kulongoski
Governor

PROGRESS IN REDUCING TOBACCO USE

8th grade
smoking

down 59%

Cigarette
consumption

down 41%

Infants born 
exposed to cigarette 

smoke prenatally 
down 33%

Significant workplace 
exposure down 50%

CAUTION:
Secondhand smoke is responsible for 
approximately 800 deaths in Oregon each year.
35,000 Oregon workers are not protected by 
law from secondhand smoke at work.
72,000 Oregon children are regularly exposed 
to secondhand smoke in their homes.
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CAUTION:
In 2005, over 5,600 infants were born to 
mothers who smoked during pregnancy. 
These babies are at greater risk for SIDS, low 
birthweight and asthma.
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