SRC Quarterly Meeting APPROVED Minutes – May 4, 2007

Members:

Anderson, LuAnn

Burr, Jackie

Davis, Cheryl

Goode, Guy

Isaia, Georgia

Kappel, Jesse

Ough, Kedma

Owens, Cynthia

Tom-Martin, Patti

Wenk, Ted

Whetham, Scott

Yanok, Ulee

Zarate, Tony


Staff:

Barcikowski, Ron

Furrer, Cheryl

Hoover, Shelia

Hughes, Aaron

Hunter, Rhoda

Masthoff, Mark

Miller, Joe

Pugh, Julie

Ritacco, David

Smith, Ken

Taylor, Stephaine

Wall, Travis


Guest:

Copeland, Dave 

Dziedzic, Paul

Goldberg, Bruce

Hatley, Scott

Neria, Sharmon

Welcome & Introductions – Lu Ann Anderson, Chair

Lu Ann welcomed everyone in attendance and Council members and guests introduced themselves.

DHS Update – Dr. Bruce Goldberg, DHS Director

Dr. Goldberg updated the Council on the status of the legislative session in regards to Department of Human Services (DHS).  Budgets are still in process of being finalized.  There are some differences between what the governor’s budget says and what the co-chairs budget looks like.  Given the needs of the state there is a need to look at how we can do the job more efficiently and more effectively.  How can DHS do more things and serve more people with fewer resources?
Regarding the visibility of Office of Vocational Rehabilitation Services (OVRS) – Dr. Goldberg said the work of OVRS and the Council fit into how DHS brings value to people.  DHS is currently looking at some statistics that will soon be published, which will bring more visibility to OVRS.
The Legislature had questions regarding the accountability of DHS.  DHS is working to gain the trust and make a compelling case to increase the Departments credibility.  OVRS has been the best area for accountability.  DHS has restructured financial services and is better able to produce clear budgets to each program.  Factors that are uncontrollable, such as, economy, job market and such will affect the DHS budget in many ways.  Dr. Goldberg noted the Legislature is considering annual sessions.  He believes this would be beneficial since there are too many variables when proposing a budget far in advance.  He believes DHS needs to be more people oriented and less money oriented.  He closed by saying it is important to remember the value we bring in improving peoples lives. 
SRC Training – Role and Responsibility of the SRC and the Legal Responsibilities of the VR Agency to the SRC – Facilitated by Paul Dziedzic

The first goal of the training was to develop a shared understanding of the role of the Council and OVRS responsibility in regards to the Council. 

The second goal of the training was to discuss what the Council and OVRS would like to see in a partnership.

The third goal of the training was to identify two or three important things to accomplish by November.  

The Council and OVRS Administration agreed to work on: Needs assessment; consumer satisfaction survey; and budget (budgets connection to Order of Selection).

Actions that need to be taken towards the Needs Assessment to put together a Statement of Work: 

· OVRS Exec team to create initial draft (5/11);
· SRC’s Executive Committee will review and comment on initial draft (5/15);
· Group discussion between the Council’s Executive Committee and the OVRS Executive team (5/25);

· OVRS creates contract: RFP submitted by OVRS (6/25);

· Selection of a contractor (7/25). 
· Meeting with Council EC, VR administrative staff and selected contractor to discuss the target audience and to look at the statement of work. (8/1). 
· Final draft of the Statement of Work will be included in the SRC’s November quarterly meeting packet. 

The consumer satisfaction survey is the responsibility of the SRC.  Paul Dziedzic will work with the Quality Assurance Committee and OVRS staff to assist in the development of the Consumer Satisfaction Survey. (5/24) 

budget information will be presented by OVRS at the August SRC quarterly meeting.  This information will include budget amount, sources, use of funds, and how the budget contributes to the direction in which priorities and goals are set.  The Council and OVRS will then discuss the connection between the budget and Order of Selection.  Further discussion on the OVRS budget will take place at the SRC November quarterly meeting and implications of the SRC advocating for the OVRS budget will also be discussed.

Public Input 
No public input was provided.

Administrators Report – Stephaine Taylor

There has been more interest by schools in the state wanting to take on a Youth Transition Program (YTP) plan.  There has also been an increase in the number of students coming out of community college programs.
Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) requires each state to have a strategic plan on how long it can take from being deemed eligible for services to a plan being written.  Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) has chosen 180-days.  Once this plan is submitted to RSA it is then required to have a 90 percent success rate.  Currently VR is coming in with 70 percent being put into plan by the 180-day mark and 25 percent have been granted exceptions with documentation.  There should be enough information gathered in the next 6 – 12 months to provide a full analysis.  Since this has been put into effect case loads have hit bottom, dropping by approximately 1000 cases.  Case numbers have started to increase again over the last couple months.

university of oregon is working on receiving a grant from RSA to work with transition students and hopes to have this in place by June.  This grant would be used to assist transition students to be able to write there own Individual Employment Plan (IEP).  Students would then start to think about employment at an earlier stage.
RSA has put together a draft strategic plan.  Goals for RSA are for consumers to become self-sufficient as a consequence of VR services, with consumers working themselves off public benefits, and transition.  What the plan does not addressed are people with significant disabilities and that there are significant barriers for people with to go to work.  Since these are the goals for RSA, they are also goals for each state.  Stephaine encourage the Council to look at RSA’s draft strategic plan and to share it with other groups that Council members are part of to get feedback from them as well.  Send any comments to RSA regarding their draft strategic plan to Rhoda. Jess and Kedma will be drafting a reply on behalf of the Council.  

Stephaine also commented on how well the SRCs are doing putting together a national organization of SRCs.  Jess commented the Council should continue support the national organization since it creates a bigger advocacy voice to those on Capitol Hill.  During the Spring CSAVR (Council of State Administrators of Vocational Rehabilitation) Conference in Bethesda, Maryland, the National Coalition of SRCs had a successful meeting on Sunday.  During their meeting they were able to set some goals on a national level and discussed proposals to make to RSA in regards to the SRCs.  The Oregon SRC has played a significant role in supporting the national SRC effort.
State Plan Discussion
Travis Wall and his staff have been working on updating the OVRS State Plan.  Prior to the meeting, copies of the revised documents were sent to the Council for their review.  More documents will be sent to the Council, for their review: 4.2(c): Summary of Input and Recommendations of the State Rehabilitation Council; Response of the Designated State Unit; and Explanations for Rejection of Input or Recommendations.  A meeting with the SRC Executive Committee to review and receive input will be held on May 30; final date for Council input is June 13; OVRS will transmit the final State Plan update to RSA on June 29. 
Consent Agenda 
Lu Ann Anderson asked for a motion to approve the draft minutes from the February 2, 2007 quarterly meeting.  A motion to approve the minutes as drafted was made by Jackie Burr and Georgia Isaia seconded the motion.  The Council approved the minutes with 0 abstentions.  

A membership vote was taken for Scott Hatley.  Voting results: 11 yes, 0 no and 0 abstentions.  The SRC recommendation vote will be forwarded to the Governor’s office. 

Lu Ann thanked everyone in attendance for their interest and participation with the SRC and announced the next quarterly meeting will be held on August 17, in Redmond.
Meeting adjourned at 4:15 p.m.
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