APPROVED MINUTES
August 1, 2008 – SRC Quarterly Meeting – Roseburg
Members Present

Jackie Burr
Liz Fox

Guy Goode

Victoria Haight

Scott Hatley

Jesse Kappel

Cynthia Owens

Patti Tom-Martin

Jim Wigington

Ulee Yanok

Tony Zarate

Members Absent

Bob Craft

Cheryl Davis

Gary Lanctot

Kedma Ough

Ted Wenk

Staff

Francine Geers

Jeff Hancock

Shilo Hester

Sheila Hoover

Rhoda Hunter

Sara Kendal

Amy Kincaid

Wednesday Martin

Joe Miller

Sherri Rita

Stephaine Taylor

Guests

Kyle House

BJ Rosenblad

Betsy Cunningham

Jamie Sanchez

Dave Stickle

Glen Stroud

Welcome & Introductions – Jesse Kappel, Chair

Jesse Kappel welcomed everyone in attendance.  Council members and guests introduced themselves.  Jesse noted that B.J. Rosenblad is sitting in for Cheryl Davis and Gary Lanctot and Bob Craft have given voting proxy to Jesse. 
Administrators Report – Stephaine Taylor 

Stephaine announced Erin Kelley-Seil has been appointed as the Interim Director for Children, Adults, and Families (CAF).  Erin was previously the CAF policy advisor to the Governor.
Stephaine has been working with other administrators within the Department of Human Services (DHS) on the 2009-2011 biennium budget.  There are approximately two hundred Policy Option Packages (POPs) to come out of DHS; five of the POPs are from the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (OVRS).  OVRS will give their traditional presentation to the legislature, which will include information such as who VR serves, employment outcomes, etc.  The agency is working on the 09-11 budget, and have been asked to develop 10-20% cuts, which allows the Governor to fund initiatives of his choice.  There is a significant budget shortfall within CAF.  On the national level, Stephaine reported that it appears not much will be done with reauthorization of the Rehab Act until well into the next administrations term, if then.  RSA’s Draft Strategic Plan focuses on a set of outcome measures they want states to address.  There seems to be some tension between the state VR programs and RSA as it appears that the standards are not consistent and that RSA does not acknowledge that some measures conflict with others.  There have been comments sent to RSA regarding this issue, but so far RSA has not responded.  About 6 months ago RSA agreed to form a workgroup with CSAVR to look at data but so far this has not taken place.
OVRS has received the RSA Compliance Findings and Corrective Action document from RSA’s February 2008 monitoring visit.  The RSA document was sent to the SRC on July 22, 2008.  OVRS has responded to RSA and expects to receive the final RSA document by mid August and will forward to the SRC once it is received.   
RSA continues to work with DHS accounting staff regarding the 4 million bubble money.  RSA is intent on locating these funds.  The SRC continues to voice their concern about the bubble money and would like to see DHS account for this money.
State Plan Report – Stephaine Taylor

Stephaine reported the State Plan has been submitted to RSA and OVRS is waiting for their response.  Jess noted the SRC participation in the State Plan process was time well spent, and thanked OVRS for including the SRC in this process.
Order of Selection – Stephaine Taylor, Joe Miller

Stephaine and Joe gave a power point presentation on Order of Selection (OOS).  It included topics such as, what triggers Order of Selection and OVRS Priority Levels and current revenue and budget figures.  Stephaine noted the agency is not ready to go into OOS at this time, but depending on the economy and budget cuts it remains a future possibility.  A lively, positive discussion ensued regarding what factors to be considered.  Jesse reminded the agency that members wish to work on an Order of Selection Task Force to study options of how to prevent going into an OOS in the future.  Joe said the agency has agreed to form a Task Force and will wait to hear which Council members wish to participate.  Liz Fox, Scott Hatley, Jesse Kappel, Gary Lanctot, Patti Tom Martin and Cynthia Owens agreed to work on the OOS Task Force with agency staff:  
Public Input

Public input was provided by Betsy Cunningham and Jamie Sanchez.  Betsy noted she first brought concerns to the SRC about 4-5 years ago and some issues have been resolved.  She has concerns about the OVRS application process (can’t just walk in for an application, but must attend an orientation first) and would like to see an easier application process, such as making the application available on the web.  She stated her concern regarding the fact that federal law does not allow VR to limit the amount of dollars spent on a consumer and that some consumers have been denied technical advice.  Jamie stated her concerns, saying that VR stalls clients in their plans and clients have to fight with VR over basic services.  She said she believes VR fails to provide adequate services after being told by medical professionals to do so.
Local Office Update – Amy Kincaid
Amy keeps busy managing both the Roseburg and the Coos Bay offices.  Her staff have seen an increase in consumers with mental health and addiction issues.  Amy introduced staff and they shared briefly about the work they do.

Update on SRC Online Training – Guy Goode, Jess Kappel

Jess, Guy, Ted and Rhoda attended the SRC Online Training in Sacramento in mid June. All felt the training was beneficial and appreciated the work that RSA did to develop this training.  Guy commented it was extremely beneficial to meet with other SRC members and share best practices.  The Online Training is self directed and can be done in small time increments.  Cynthia reported she has completed the training modules and found them most informative.  The Executive Committee asked all SRC members to complete the training modules by the November 2008 quarterly meeting.  Once new SRC applicants are confirmed by the Governor’s office, they will be asked to complete the training modules as well. 
Work Incentives Network – Sara Kendall


Sara Kendall gave a power point presentation on Oregon’s Work Incentives Network (WIN) program.  WIN is a benefits and work incentives planning service that helps people with disabilities make informed decisions about work and their benefits, use work incentives to achieve their employment goals and navigate the benefits systems when they begin working.  WIN and Disability Rights Oregon’s Planning for Work project work together to provide quality supports and services to people with disabilities who want assistance with benefits and work incentives planning.  For more information on the Competitive Employment Project:  http:www.oregon.gov/DHS/vr/cep.  For more information on the Disability Rights Oregon Planning to Work: http://www.disabilityrightsoregon.org/programs.php.  Sara said she would send the Council the WIN referral form.
Project ACCESS Update – Joe Miller
Joe Miller gave an update on the Accelerated Career Counseling and Employment Support Services (Project ACCESS).  The purpose of Project ACCESS is to establish, implement, and evaluate a multi-level interagency transition model in the state of Oregon.  The model is a collaborative effort between Oregon’s Office of Vocational Rehabilitation, public high schools in three Oregon school districts, and researchers at the University of Oregon.  The overall goal of the program is to improve and extend transition services to youth through a model program that brings vocational rehabilitation counselors into high schools.  VR counselors collaborate with special education teachers by planning and delivering transition services and supports to students with disabilities beginning in students’ freshman year of high school.  This school-based model is designed to bring transition services to a larger number of youth at an earlier age.  All phases of project ACCESS have been initiated, including a State Level Interagency Task Force, the Local Interagency Task Force, and the Site Based Teams which are comprised of VR Counselors and special educators.  The site-based teams have engaged in and have completed a process of planning year 1 curriculum.  As planning activities were being implemented, the state and local teams provided feedback and insight regarding the process. The next phase of the project involves implementation at each site. 
Statewide Field Update – Joe Miller

Joe presented a review of program performance measures for the state fiscal year 2007-08.  Statewide data reviewed included: the size of caseload served; new applications; consumer plans written; and successful closures. The overall statewide case load was slightly higher this past year (14,969 vs.14,812).  It was noted that new applications are trending up by 9%.  Additionally, the number of clients successfully rehabilitated during this state fiscal year increased by 33 individuals (2,080 vs. 2,047). 

 

Joe noted that costs have increased for medical and psychological services by 12% and rehabilitation technology by 11% during the past year.

 
Consent Agenda

Jesse Kappel asked for a motion to approve the draft minutes from the May 2, 2008 quarterly meeting.  Cynthia Owens motioned to approve the minutes and Jackie Burr seconded the motion. The council approved the minutes with 0 abstentions.
The Council voted on BJ Rosenblad’s membership application.  The Council voted unanimously with no abstentions to recommend BJ for SRC membership.

Cynthia Owens and Jess Kappel both nominated Liz Fox for the one vacant position on the SRC Executive Committee.  No other nominations were received.  The Council voted Liz to the Exec Committee, with one abstention.
Jess asked the Council if they would approve moving the August 7, 2009 meeting date to July 31, 2009 and there were no objections.  Rhoda will send a reminder out to the Council regarding the date change, and the new date will be posted to the SRC website.

Jess thanked everyone for their participation and adjourned the meeting at 3:40 p.m.
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