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George Converse of Oregon was working as a 
contract helicopter pilot through Heavy Lift 
Helicopters for the Bureau of Land 
Management. He and fellow pilot 
Duane Williams were returning to company 
headquarters in Apple Valley, CA after 
fighting wildland fires in Mexico and Florida. 
The helicopter experienced a blade separation 
and crashed 25 minutes from its home base in 
Apple Valley. 
 
 


