Professional Wetland Scientist Certification Investigation

The Department of State Lands (DSL) is investigating the feasibility of establishing a state certification program for professional wetland scientists. This effort was mandated by legislation passed by the 2007 legislative assembly. Senate Bill 544 directs DSL to conduct the investigation and to report back on its findings and recommendations for legislation.

Though most environmental consulting firms provide good professional services to their clients and play an essential role in the state permitting process, SB 544 was prompted by increasing frustration on the part of the regulated community with problems and project delays resulting from inaccurate or incomplete work by some private consultants, and resultant disagreements with agency staff. This concern, and the lack of any requirements for persons providing wetland services to the public, came to the attention of the state’s office of regulatory streamlining and other groups. 

DSL’s director and staff worked with the bill sponsors to shape the bill as initially introduced into something they—and the agency—could support. In a nutshell, SB 544 directs DSL to study:

· The feasibility of a certification program for professional wetland scientists doing work in Oregon;

· The existence and validity of such programs elsewhere;

· The professional methods and procedures about which a professional wetland scientist should be knowledgeable;

· The scope of an initial examination for certification and any continuing education requirements;

· An appropriate entity to administer the program; and

· Fees necessary to cover operating expenses.

DSL must submit a report of the findings and recommendations for subsequent legislation to the interim legislative committee on environment and natural resources by November 1, 2008. 

In recent years, a few states and cities have adopted minimum requirements for certification for private wetland consultants, and others (including Washington State) are investigating certification and developing legislation.  DSL is  working with the removal-fill technical advisory committee, private consultants, supporters of SB 544 and others as we conduct our study and develop options and recommendations.  If you are not already on the Removal-Fill TAC e-mail list or the DSL consultants e-mail list and would like to be kept informed and provided opportunities for input, please contact Janet Morlan, wetlands program manager, at Janet.Morlan@state.or.us
We have also set up a mailbox that you may use for providing comments:  wetlandscientist@dsl.state.or.us
At the link below, you will find a brief overview of other state wetland scientist certification programs with links to those programs, various options scoped out to date, and our schedule for this investigation.

http://www.oregonstatelands.us/DSL/WETLANDS/DOCS/overview.doc
We will develop and post a detailed anonymous survey soon.

For information about the Society of Wetland Scientists’ Professional Certification Program, see: http://www.wetlandcert.org/
