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Soils represent the biggest challenge in applying the new manual supplements.  

The main challenges will be:

· More detailed soil profile descriptions are required.

· Use of the NRCS Field Indicators of Hydric Soils in lieu of the 1987 manual indicators. 

· Recommended depth to dig soil pits is generally to 20 inches, but pits may need to be considerably deeper for some field indicators (e.g., indicator A12) or in some cases may be shallower (e.g., indicator A2).

· These indicators have very specific and detailed requirements.  Also, for some features, like “depleted matrix,” you may need to check the information in the Glossary.

· Not all hydric soils will have a NRCS field indicator!

· Remember that any soil that meets the definition of a hydric soil is hydric, whether or not it exhibits a field indicator.

The main problems we’ve seen to date are:

1. Investigator didn’t find a field indicator match and stopped there, concluding that the plot does not have a hydric soil.  This may not be correct.
· There are cautions in several places in the supplement including “ . . . some hydric soils do not have any of the currently listed indicators.  The absence of any listed indicator does not preclude the soil from being hydric.”  There are many situations in our region where this is the case, including many of our low chroma soils (e.g., 10 YR 3/1 without visible redoximorphic features).

· If your soil profile does not match one of the field indicators for the region but you have hydrophytic vegetation and hydrology indicators (watch out if they are also problematic), review the procedures for sampling soils in Chapter 3, and then you need to continue to work through the problematic hydric soils section in Chapter 5.  You may need to work all the way through the procedure to the last step (4.e.).  

· If you then conclude that the soil is hydric, you check “Other” on the data form and explain in remarks.

· This will come up frequently; it is not an unusual situation.

2. Investigator checks a hydric soil indicator on the data form even though the soil profile description does not meet the indicator.

Other Cautions:

· Chapter 3 also cautions that the field indicators were developed for wetland boundary delineation and “therefore, there are wetlands that lack any of the approved hydric soil indictors in the wettest interior portions.”  That sounds counterintuitive, but the field testing team did find that situation.

· You will still need to follow atypical procedures in the 1987 manual for evaluating disturbed soils. 
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