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Meeting Summary

February 25, 2005

Attendees:   Katherine Criswell, Heidi McGowan,  Vicki Olsen (for Rep. Linda Flores), Dee Dee Overholser, Cheryl Reece,  Nina Roll,  Frieda Ryan-Anzur, Stephanie Swan,  Rhonda Urben,  Randy Westrick,

Guests:  Mark Anderson, Tamara Brickman, Sheila Carter, Joann Contini, Connie Kulke, Mary Nemmers, Tom Olsen, Rhonda Prodzinski, JaNell Welker.

Meeting was brought to order by Nina Roll.   Quorum of Commissioners was not present.  Attendees introduced themselves and gave a brief background of their interest in being on the Commission and in the field of childhood education and care.   
Legislative Update

Vicki Olsen, attending for Rep. Flores, stated the date to turn in bills may be extended. 

Tom Olsen mentioned he has received communication from the president of (Provider Resource Organization) PRO in opposition to the bill raising numbers in certified homes from 12 to 16.  The opposition seems to relate to a misunderstanding that the bill will allow care in non-residential facilities.  Tom said that language was not included in the final bill and that he has clarified the issue in a response letter.  Cheryl Reece offered to follow-up with PRO president. 

Several bills were discussed.  Notably, HB 2283 will change requirements for mental health evaluations that are requested prior to licensing for some individuals in Oregon.  CCD has concerns about this bill and has written a letter to the committee. The Oregon State Police is changing their Administrative Rules to increase fees for criminal history checks.  CCD will be required to charge providers the difference.

Commission Business
Approval of the January meeting minutes was tabled due to no quorum.

Inclusive Child Care Proposal

Terry Butler, manager of the Inclusive Child Care program, led a discussion of DeeDee’s proposal to improve access of special needs children to child care.  The proposal includes creating a booklet to educate the child care industry about children with different types of needs how to achieve full access for these children.  The booklet would be supported by training for providers and staff.

Terrry presented a graphic:
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Members agreed the proposal should be referred to the appropriate committee of the Childhood Care and Education Coordinating Council for further development.

Report to the Governor
Sheridan McCarty of Meadowlark Communication was introduced.  She is the contractor who is drafting the report.  She reported that the report is coming together well.  There are two sections yet to be written, a section on child care and mental health and behavior problems in child care, and the end notes, which will substantiate the statistics contained in the report.  The report is scheduled to go to the printer early in March.  

The focus of the report is to emphasize the economic benefit of quality child care.  Rosetta has approved the letter from the chair.  Cut off day for information to be delivered to Sheridan is March 2, 2005.  Members were pleased with the draft. 

Child Care Quality Indicators

Oregon is beginning a pilot project to assess child care quality based on seven structural indicators. The initial pilot will focus on Centers in Multnomah County.  The committee working on the project is hopeful for a second pilot in a rural area of the state, including family child care.  Funders of the pilot include CCD, the Penney Fund, the Hanna Anderson Foundation, and the Multnomah County Commission.  Heidi McGowan is working half time to coordinate the project.  

A survey is being developed to send to providers to collect information on the indicators.  Participation is voluntary and the Child Care Division will assist in verifying accuracy of the survey.  Some of the indicators are available through the CCD database and will not be duplicated on the questionnaire. 

Child Care Contribution Tax Credits
Tom reported on the tax credit pilot.  The committee working on the project is developing a pilot to reduce the cost of child care to families to no more than 10% of their income, give a living wage to providers, and improve quality in child care.  This pilot will tell us how much does quality, affordable, child care really costs.

Lane County Cares submitted the winning proposal for the first pilot.  A committee of the Coordinating Council is working with Cares to develop the mechanics of the pilot.    

The committee hopes funding will be sufficient to begin a second pilot with Early Head Start of Multnomah County.

Exempt Care

Tom asked the Commission to consider policy issues around exempt child care.  Oregon has a large amount of exempt care and it would be useful to charge a workgroup with investigating what other states are doing and whether we should consider changes in Oregon for the 2007 legislative session.  


Introduction of Governor’s new Policy Analyst

Marian Hammond

Policy Advisor to the Governor

State Capitol Room 160

Salem, OR  97301

Marian.Hammond@state.or.us

Marian comes to this position recently from the governors communications department.  She will be involved in Child Care, Housing, Community Development, OLCC, and State Fair.   

Child  Care Unionization Effort

Cheryl Reece reported on a meeting of the Oregon Family Child Care Network on January 29th, 2005. Twenty plus providers attended from Portland, Bend, Eugene, and Redmond and discussed forming a union.  Another meeting is scheduled for April 2 in Portland.

Meeting was adjourned at 1:20.
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Step One:
Providers receive information about different types of accommodations.  This includes examples of individual children and situations	�


Training is available to providers to better understand inclusion.  Training fills in and enhances basic information  on accommodations.
�

Step 2
To serve a specific child, provider obtains information and ongoing consultation from parents and from specialists.   Specialists can be professionals who work with the child and/or consultants.�

Step 3
Provider applies knowledge from training, supported by individualized consultation from parents and specialists, to provide appropriate, stable child care
 �
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