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Meeting Summary

April 22, 2005

In Attendance:  Philip Anderson, Lynne Angland, Steve Kuhn, Heidi McGowan, Tom Olsen, Vicki Olson, Stephanie Swan, Rhonda Urben, Rosetta Wangerin

Welcome and Introductions; Chair Rosetta

Commission Business

Approve January 28, 2005 Minutes – No quorum present.  Minutes could not be approved at this time.
Approve February 25, 2005 Minutes – No quorum present.  Minutes could not be approved.
Follow up from Inclusive Child Care Presentation – Heidi attended the April 7, 2005 Coordinating Council (CCECC) and presented the Commissions interest in supporting strategies for  Inclusive Child Care and asked which Committee this should be assigned to.  The Inclusive Child Care Committee will be the lead and then hook up with other committees as they move along.  Heidi will report back to the Commission and attend the next Inclusive Child Care Meeting.
Community Forum Evaluation: ​ The forum was a success although not as well attended as we had hoped.  Rep. Chuck Burley was the featured guest speaker.  There were about 25 guests, including providers, commissioners and union representative.  The small group session was lively and the participation was contagious.  During the wrap up discussion of the evening, it was clear that the issues are well known by all and the changes recommended carried a common thread.  An overview of the entire forum is attached to the meeting minutes.  Additional forums are planned for Fall 2005 in Multnomah and Marion counties and over at the coast in the Spring of 2006.  
Bend Child Care Center Tour –The Commission toured the Growing Tree Children’s Center.  The tour, lead by the director of the program, Tamara Rundle, began with the Seedling and Sprout department for infants and toddler.  Next we visited the Bud Department and ended with the Branch and Blossom Department.  The children getting ready for kindergarten are lovingly referred to as “Leaves”.  A variety of training is readily available to staff and employees are encouraged and paid to attend most training offered.  Good benefits, long tenured employees, support a very modern facility looking for ways to expand their very creative and well designed program.  The photographs displayed throughout the facility of the children were representative of the involved families, quality program, and fun environment.
Working Lunch –Discussion centered on the Child Care Partners Accountability Planning session scheduled for May 23, 2005 from 10:00am to 4:00pm in Salem at the State Lottery Building.  The purpose of this meeting is to develop a shared logic model for the Oregon child care system; a model that identifies all funded partner organization’s outcomes and how they contribute to achieving system goals. - The Commission would like to hear the result and outcome of this session at the June Commission meeting.  To that end, Commissioners agreed we should request Bobbie Weber or Clara Pratt be included on the agenda in June.
Legislative Update; Tom Olsen, Heidi McGowan – 
HB2950 Dependent Care Tax Credit Legislation – The dependent care tax credit passed thru the first committee and we are waiting for the next vote. 
HB2999  Family Child Care Legislation - Tom met with the Chair of the Committee, Rep Tomei, to clarify the language. Rosetta, Tom and Heidi will be at the hearing scheduled for this bill Monday morning.  Philip Anderson wrote and faxed his comments to the Committee today during the Commission meeting.  Tom recommends forming a Community work group to look at the necessary changes in the administrative rules if the bill passes.  
Child Care Resource and Referral SDA Consolidation - The Oregon Child Care Resource and Referral Network has requested permission and support to consolidate SDA 15 and 16 into one SDA.  

The Commission did not have a quorum at the April 22nd, 2005 meeting to conduct a formal vote on this issue; however, a straw vote was taken which unanimously approved the consolidation.  While this “straw vote” cannot be considered formal Commission approval of the consolidation, it is certainly a strong indication as to how the Commission would vote in the event a quorum was present.

There will be further discussion and an update on the consolidation at the May Commission meeting.  
Discussion occurred about the need for a Secretary who is knowledgeable about Commission by-laws and public meeting laws.  Phil Anderson volunteered to fill this position and will look into by-laws and public meeting laws for the Commission.  

Adjourn
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