MINUTES

Inclusive Child Care Committee 

July 13, 2006

Next meeting:  Thursday September 14, 2006   9:00 to 12:00 

Meridian Park Hospital Education Center

19300 SW 65th Avenue, Tualatin 

Attending:

Donna Lewelling, Parent Voices and Office of Community College Services; Christine Doyle, Multnomah County CCRR/Mt. Hood Community College; Dolores McNee, Washington County Community Action Head Start; Nancy Lowry, CaCoon/Child Development and Rehabilitation Center;  Brent DeMoe, Child Care Division; Kathy Seubert, DHS/Office of Mental Health and Addiction Services; Colleen Dyrud, Oregon Center for Career Development in Childhood Care and Education/PSU; Kimberly Cardona, Oregon Commission on Children and Families; Lorine Day-Reynolds, Terry Butler, Inclusive Child Care Program/Oregon Council on Developmental Disabilities

1.  Introductions:

New members Christine Doyle, Nancy Lowry, and Dolores McNee were welcomed.  All members shared their interest in inclusive child care and the committee’s work.

2.  Work Group & Project Updates:
PICC Project: 

The TRAC “train the trainers” session was held on June 5 –9 at Western Oregon University (WOU).   Nine new people became TRAC trainers: 7 from new PICC sites (Umatilla/Morrow Counties, Jospehine and Jackson Counties, Washington County, Sherman/Giliam Counties) and 2 from first cohort sites (Baker/Union and Coos/Curry Counties).    The new trainers will provide the TRAC curriculum in their communities.

On June 9th there was a lunch for new trainers, WOU TRAC trainers, PICC work group members, and two trainers from the project’s first cohort.  The group shared ideas for planning trainings and other project activities over the coming year.

The PICC work group recommended using some project funds to develop TRAC curriculum information and materials for family child care providers.  Terry is meeting with the WOU TRAC trainers to discuss the curriculum revisions.

Out of School Time (OST) Inclusion Team

Colleen shared a brief history of the OST Team.  The Team is cosponsored by the Inclusive Child Care Committee and Oregon ASK (After School for Kids)  Colleen noted that child care issues become increasingly complex as children become older.  It is especially difficult to find care for youth 12 and older.

The group recently produced an issues brief describing information, issues and recommendations related to out of school time activities for children and youth with special needs.  Members can contact Colleen or Terry for copies of the brief.  The next step will be to take information from the brief to communities, with the purpose of learning what is working and what are best practices in the area of inclusion in OST programs.

Janet Bubel, a team member from the Oregon Department of Education is sponsoring a “Train the Trainers” for the KIT (Kids Included Together) curriculum.   The event is called “Opening Doors to Inclusive After School Programs.”  It will be held in Bend on August 18 and 19.  Terry will email the announcements to committee members.  

Brent reported on the Governors Summit on Out of School Time Care.   Oregon ASK has posted a summary of the conference and handouts from all the presenters on their website (oregonask.org). 

Open Heart, Open Doors: Providing Inclusive Child 

The committee had recommended updating/revising Open Hearts, Open Doors after the Inventory Project was completed.  However, the number of copies is getting low.  Therefore, the committee recommended an interim printing—without revisions—of 1,000 English and 500 Spanish copies.  Committee members will seek funding from interested agencies for the interim reprint.

3.
Inclusive Child Care Inventory Project
The Inventory Project will gather information from parents, providers and communities.  They will tell us what is needed to support access and inclusion in child care for children with special needs, and what is in place.  The project’s products will help link parents and providers to helpful resources.  The information will also help with planning by identifying existing resources and gaps.  Funding for the project will be used to support dedicated staff or subcontractor time, to meet costs of community meetings, and for other project expenses. 

The Inventory work group plans to use the committee’s “Caring Communities” model as a guideline for identifying resources and needs.  The committee supported this approach.  This will have the added benefit of educating community and state stakeholders.  Kim noted that the county Commissions on Children and Families will be going into their 6 year planning processes.  The group recommended using the Inventory to provide input to these and other community and planning groups.  

The committee recommended taking a broad view.  There will be things that don’t say “child care” or “disability” that must be included as important resources.   The committee also discussed the need to include supports to family and friend care.  The project must engage mental health and other systems that are not typically connected to child care.  Service providers will be asked how their work ties in to child care.

The overall committee will advise and guide the Inventory project.  Members will review and comment on drafts of surveys and other project materials developed by the work group and lead worker.   The work group will send the committee a list of agencies that can help with contacts to families.  Members can add to the list and help with contacts.  Committee members can also help prepare participants in community meetings prior to the events.  

Members noted that the project can’t answer all the questions involved in child care for children with special needs.  The work group will keep a parking lot list for questions that can’t be addressed through this process.

4. Membership
There are currently no child care providers on the committee.  Getting provider members is a very high priority.  The committee will work through provider networks.  It is also important to include a state level person from Early Intervention/Early Childhood Special Education.  Jennifer Olson, with the Oregon Department of Education, has expressed interest in the committee. Terry will contact Jennifer.  Kathy recommended someone working with the state-funded personal assistance services.  There are overlapping interests with child care.

Members were asked to identify people who would like to be on the list to receive minutes and information.  They would not be active members, but may be able to share ideas and resources.

There is a new member packet available. Terry will add a membership list when it is updated.

The packet will also include a list of the committee’s past accomplishments.  This list of accomplishments was generated at the meeting:

· Initial 1997-1998 planning project and participation in the national Map to Inclusive Child Care Project

· Developed and revised Open Hearts, Open Doors
· Out of School Time Inclusion Team and brief

· Helped incorporate inclusion issues within various training documents  

· Developed and advised the two phases of the PICC (Partnerships for Inclusive Child Care) Project 

· Advised and guided development and implementation of the Inclusive Child Care Program

· Held a full day “Progress on Inclusive Child Care” meeting in December 2002, with a wide array of participants.

· Developed and shared a definition of “Caring Community” to guide planning and priorities. 

· Increased awareness of issues related to accessible, inclusive child care.

5. Work Plan

The committee updated its work plan.  (The new version will be attached with the minutes.)   The plan will be reviewed and updated again during January 2007.  Regarding connection to child and adolescent mental health services, Kathy extended an invitation to participate on conference calls for the Children’s Initiative.  Kathy will send information on the calls to Terry for distribution to the committee.  Lorine, Donna and Terry will coordinate with Kathy on the conference calls.  There will be further discussion at the September meeting.  

6.  Inclusive Child Care Program
Lorine shared data regarding children served by and or on the wait list for the program.  The wait list has grown to 40 children.  A small number of new children will be enrolled over the next month.

The program does assessments for High Needs Rates for Department of Human Services Self Sufficiency child care subsidies.  This was initiated late last summer.  The numbers of assessments has exceeded expectations.  

7. Announcements

Kathy reported on Early Childhood Leadership Directions.  The project seeks to develop leaders in early childhood systems.  There will be 2 new cohorts developed.  Kathy will send application information for the committee.

8. Next Meeting

The next meeting will be September 14, 2006.   The agenda will include discussion of a Caring Communities brochure.

