Oregon Commission for Child Care

Proposed 2007-2009 Recommendations

The Oregon Commission for Child Care has reviewed a series of reports and priorities from a cross section of community partners to create policy recommendations to guide state and local partners when making decisions related to child care.   As directed by the Commission’s 2006 Strategic Plan, the Commission for Child Care identified the recommendations below that would strengthen Oregon’s child care system.  
This work is based, in part, upon priorities uncovered in the following studies:

· Oregon Commission for Child Care’s Strategic Planning Group for Financing Quality Child Care in 2002
· Oregon Commission for Child Care Report to the Governor, 2005
· Findings from five Oregon Commission for Child Care community forums in 2005-2006
· Oregon Logic Model assessment of system strengths and gaps in 2005
· Series of presentations from state and community partners.  
The Oregon Commission for Child Care has selected the following recommendations because they build and strengthen the existing child care system and will enhance the lives of children and families in Oregon.  In addition, the Commission encourages community partners to advocate for and work in collaboration to support Oregon’s progress in these following areas.  
Recommendations (not listed in prioritized order)
Child Care Quality
· Use workforce training and compensation mechanisms to develop a child care workforce that is better able to provide quality care.  Two identified strategies are recruitment and retention initiatives such as Cares and health insurance for child care providers.  

· Expand licensing to include Family Child Care annually (licensing is currently bi-annually). Child care centers, after school programs and certified family child care are licensed annually.  
· Increase strategies to encourage exempt child care environments to become licensed.
Hard-to-Find Child Care 

Employ strategies to increase the supply of child care for infants and toddlers, evening and weekend care, and for children with special needs.  Such strategies may include incentives or increased reimbursements from DHS. 
Affordability

Improve the ability of low-income families to afford quality child care.  (See OCCC recommendations below from the affordability workgroup)
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