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April 28, 2006
Oregon Commission for Child Care

Courtyard Marriott 

Medford, Oregon
Attendees:  Rosetta Wangerin, Lynne Angland, Randy Westrick, DeeDee Overholser, Cheryl Reece, Heidi McGowan, Rhonda Urben, Maria Schirmer, Philip Anderson
Guests:  Margie McNabb, Mark Anderson, Tom Olsen, Mary Nemmers, Sherry Smith, John Thompson
Meeting Minutes approval:

January Minutes:  First, Randy Westrick, Lynne Angland seconded, passed.

February Minutes:  First, Philip Anderson, Cheryl seconded as amended, passed.
Budget Note Update:

Legislative members expect child care to be a welfare issue not a work force issue.  Part of our job is to educate agencies and legislators and the general public about what we do and how we work with our partners.  The budget note is written and out for review with DHS and ODE.  Tamara Brickman, Legislative Coordinator for OED has been working on discovering what Interim Task force we should present to.  Debi Farr’s is on a committee lead by Rep. Billie Dalto and this group includes child welfare.  A recommendation was made that we meet with Rep. Dennis Richardson, our guest speaker at our forum in Medford and explain our relationship to our partners.
ACTION:  Add Tom to the May Agenda for a presentation of the final draft of the budget note.  30 Minutes
Federal Budget Update – Tom Olsen
A bit more money for child care will be available but most will be eaten up by the TANF reauthorization.  Federal requirements for DHS are not out yet and that makes it difficult to project final cuts. There are only two states that have similar programs that will be funded under the current federal guidelines.  All other states are going to have to revamp DHS programs.  Concerns are whether or not we have the provider base to accommodate the extra hours of child care that will be necessary for participants in the DHS Subsidy program.  Under the new DHS requirements, participants will be required to work 30 hours per week in order to stay on the program.  
ACTION: Add Dave Lyda to May agenda to talk about DHS requirements.

Family Child Care Leadership Training - Cheryl Reece
This meeting will be held at the River House in Bend, OR on  July 7, 2006.  An agenda will be provided by Cheryl Reece.  This is a retreat with breakout sessions.  PRO Chapter in Bend is helping with some of the administrative costs. The date is short and so we have missed the print deadline for many news letters.  Merrily Hass has offered to spend some cash on this retreat.  Bobbie Weber will be doing some research to see what direction we should go.  The high end training issue is very challenging but is moving forward.  Heidi McGowan is part of this work and Cheryl appreciates her input and help.  Jeannie Suikenen and Cheryl Reece are co-supporter of this retreat. 
Medford Public Forum Debrief
Concerns:

1.  Subsidy issue were again at the forefront of concerns.  

2.  The difference between CCD and DHS definitions of the terms “toddler” and “preschooler” were talked about at length. Both agencies are already looking at alignment of these terms.
3.  Listed providers have not received the hand book from DHS.  Providers not receiving full payment from DHS families want to know what to do.
4.  Lack of health insurance.

5.  Undervalued as professionals.
6.  CCD Student Block grant waiting list too long.
7.  Increase collaboration between R&R and other trainers.
8.  Lack of infant toddler care.  Many providers are not doing this type care because it is too expensive.
9.  Parents are voters and should use their voice to help make changes
ACTION: Add a note to the mail out for the next public forum asking providers to invite their parents.  What we are missing is the parent voice and more providers at these meetings.
Jackson and Josephine Commission on Children and Families and Resource an Referral Child Care Initiatives - Margie McNabb

Karen provided a brief history of the R&R in Medford and surrounding areas.  The OCCF and local R&R work closely with OAEYC on planning issues in this part of the state. Training system is very focused on Family Child Care.  Challenges are low pay and low subsidies.  Training is currently being improved and expanded. CARES/RSVP?  Incentives come from the OCCF.  RSVP is a Seniors program but R&R got a waiver to use dollars for CC.  RSVP is now out of money at a dollar amount of $16,000.  These dollars help with pre-regulatory visit from CCD to help providers be ready.  Does this program work with CCD’s TA program.?  They receive help with the check list prior to the actual HSR.  Equipment scholarships are common.  Recently applied for Commission grants.  During the grant process they looked at strengths and weaknesses.  Carpenter Foundations has helped in the past to keep these programs going. Continuing education and training is an essential part of this process. Mentoring program is a pathway to gain support and to succeed in business. These programs are for exempt-non regulated providers.  Stipends for education are frequent. This group is sustaining CARES at current levels (325 clients from exempt to Certified Center) but not able to accept new clients due to funding limits.  This is a volunteer program.
Rosetta asked the question, “Are there resources at the state level that may be available to help with the project?”
Tax Credit Dollars - Tom Olsen
The Child Care tax credits expire in June of 09. If we want to continue we need to consider this as a legislative bill to eliminate or extend the sunset date.  Tom recommends OCCC sponsor a bills to extend the sunset date on the current tax credits and ask for additional tax credits.  The timing is good right now. Lane County’s CARES presentation is great and coupled with the fact that a 1.5 million dollar OED Tax credit is expiring, we could ask for these tax credit dollars to be added to the current tax credit amount.  In essence, the current tax credit of $500,000 will become 2 million dollars.  This should be accomplished with two separate legislative bills.
The first bill will extend or remove entirely, the sunset date. The second bill will increase the tax credit amount.

This will make it possible to expand the Cares project (CCEP) to other counties. Focus during the expansion should be on counties that already have a strong collaborative process.  The next CCEP Advisory Group meeting date.  May 9, 2006..

ACTION: Add Tax Credits to the group to the Agenda in May and June.  Add the CARES Model presentation (Sue Norton and Terry Hansen) to the agenda as well.
Affordability Work Group – Heidi McGowan
The new affordability recommendations document will be presented to the Governor.  Rosetta will meet with the new DHS administrator, Dr. Goldberg,  prior to submission to the Governor.  We are recommending advocacy.  This document would be a recommendation to the Governor for increased funds for DHS/ERDC and subsidy.  We have approved this document in the past and will now vote again to back this advice to the Governor. 
Rosetta asked for approval on this document.  The commission approves this document for use.  Heidi and Rosetta will move forward with submission of the recommendations and meet with DHS.

Student Child Care Home Agency – Dennis Reynolds.

Senator Ryan Deckert was a supporter of this program when he attended the University of Oregon.  University of Oregon uses ten percent of their Student Other Funds budget to pay child care.  The funds are used to subsidize child care for full time under graduate students at the University of Oregon.
The main idea is to move the administration of this $1,000,000 budget to the Oregon Scholarship Association and away from the DHS/ERDC and Student Association. A neutral party to administer this fund would keep it from the DHS chopping block every year.  There is legislative support to keep this funding in place.
Rosetta has volunteered to facilitate this new group as a neutral party as long as the group provides a staff person for organization.  Rosetta wants all interested persons at the table for these meetings.  DHS will supply the staff for the committee.  Suggestions were made that providers should be at the table for this discussion as well as child care center directors.
The question was raised around how the Commissioners feel about Rosetta facilitating this group given her existing role as the Chair of this Commission.  Her job will be to guide them through the process to make a decision on moving these dollars to another agency for administration.  The final plan and decision will be presented to the Commission by a committee representative.  This Commission would like to hear more after this planned meeting and vote then, about supporting any changes in this funding.  
All Commissioners supported Rosetta’s choice to facilitate this group with the exception of DeeDee Overholser.  DeeDee objects to Rosetta assuming this role.  She feels this may not be an appropriate role for the Commission Chair.  DeeDee says she wants to avoid the possibility of confusion about the role of this Commission.    DeeDee feels that we are supposed to evaluate the CCD and other partners not participate in committees that may report to and advise this Commission.
ACTION:  Rosetta will call Mark Anderson next week to talk about the details for this meeting.
ACTION:  Morgan will talk to the student association and Dennis Reynolds will check into how providers feel about this funding change. 

Overview of OCCC funding Recommendations – Rosetta T 11

This handout is a revision of the documents we received at our February 2006 meeting.  We will use this document to help make policy decisions.  Other agencies and individuals will be able to use this document to make application for grants.   

Rosetta and Heidi are keeping track of updates and took notes on recommended changes to this document.  Heidi will make the changes and send the update to Rhonda.  
ACTION:  Add this to the next agenda.
ACTION: Send this out to the Commission electronically.

Adjourned
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