Oregon Commission for Child Care
6/23/06
Roth’s IGA Hospitality center

Attendees:  Kitty Piercy, Steve Kuhn, Randy Westrick, DeeDee Overholser, Rosetta Wangerin, Nina Roll, Rep. Flores, Lynne Anglund
Guests:  Kim Cardona, Ashley Overholser, Faye Zepeda, Mary Nemmers, Jeannie Suihkonen.

Staff:  Sonja Svenson
Introductions and sharing about what we are looking forward to this summer.

Commission Business:
Request for Support for Fellowship Opportunity:
DeeDee is applying for Joseph P. Kennedy Foundation Fellowship in which four applicants are selected nationwide; one position is for an applicant with a family member with a developmental disability.  If selected, DeeDee would move to Washington DC for a year to work.  Child care is one of their focus issues and DeeDee asked the Commission for a Letter of Recommendation. 

Motion:  Kitty Piercy, Steve Kuhn second, we put together a letter from the Commission recommending DeeDee participate in the fellowship.  

Disucssion:  Kitty said this is great opportunity for DeeDee and for us that will give the Commission connections with what we are trying to do with access in the state.  DeeDee has demonstrated over and over her interest, expertise and commitment to this issue.  This would be terrific for us to do this.  

Rosetta, this could be a great to help Terry Butler, are we asking DeeDee to help us and come back with information.  DeeDee clarified that is the goal of the fellowship is to come back to Oregon with increased information.  

Passed unanimously.  

Quorum obtained given that Rep. Flores and Lynne Anglund joined.
Meeting Minutes:

Motion: Kitty motioned to pass the May minutes, seconded by Randy Westrick.  Passed unanimously.

Federal Budget Update – Sonja Svenson:  No news, we still are receiving $2.3 million per year in Mandatory/Matching funds until 2010 . We have a little carry forward with this increase to allow for inflation factor for the 07/09 biennium, but not for 2009/11 biennum under the current funding scenario.  We received a 1 percent decrease across the board in Discretionary funds in FFY 2006 and it is anticipated there will be a similar across the board decrease in discretionary dollars in 2007.  We will know the discretionary amounts when the Presidents budget is released and it could be in the fall.  

****Kitty – given that this is legislative session, we have a responsibility to report the impact of the federal budget to be included in the governor’s report.  

Child care partners (non-agency) will not receive the 3.1 percent inflationary increase because the increase is part of their Essential Budget Level and we have the revenue to cover it.  Child care partners receive Discretionary dollars and we do not have the revenue to cover an inflationary increase.

Student Child Care Home Agency
OSAC is asking to move 1.3 million of child care funds from DHS to OSAC.  Wednesday, 1:00-4:00pm at DHS on June 28th will convene interested parties and Rosetta will facilitate with a goal to reach consensus on this decision.  Budget analyst’s are researching the impact of TANF MOE, and there will be discussion about student eligibility and concern expressed about the loss of impact on quality child care, and the program’s decreased vulnerability to funding cuts if it stays or leaves DHS. Discussion has occurred about if DHS is the right place for student child care subsidies to be housed and a number of state partners are involved in this discussion.  

Invitees: OSAC, partners who had expressed questions or concerns, DHS, CCD, Governor’s office staff. 

Randy Westrick expressed he is glad Rosetta is involved because there could be a conflict of interest with the parties involved.  Rosetta heard in Medford that we as a Commission don’t have a position and because they brought this issue to us, Rosetta will represent the Commission as a neutral facilitator.  Lynne stated that what Rosetta described is consistent with what she heard in Medford and her position hasn’t changed but we need more information, and supports consensus facilitation.  DeeDee appreciated the summary and has heard concern that fewer dollars might go to child care because of an increase in an overhead at OSAC.  The other issue is that we have heard the need for providers to be represented and hope they are involved as consumers in this decision.  Rosetta affirmed that the Commission is not involved in inviting people but we can ask Mark Anderson to include providers. 

Kitty Piercy summarized that there are two issues, Rosetta has volunteered as an individual to facilitate and we as a Commission can recommend providers are invited.  Rosetta wrote concerns down and will discuss with Mark Anderson.
Mary Nemmers assumed the goal is to reach a decision given the issue has been discussed for a long time.  Rosetta hopes if a decision can’t be agreed upon, we can come up with factors to give to the Governor which is one way the partners and providers can be heard. 

Action Item: Rosetta will take the concern of administrative cost to the meeting and request to Mark Anderson to include providers in the meeting.    

Handbook Update:  
Our goal is to have a new handbook by fall.  Rosetta overviewed items which will be included in the new handbook.  Commission input:

· Kitty, include milestones that is a summary of significant of progress such as significant policy or system change. (such as major regulation changes in 1998)

· Lynn, I’d like read my bio before it is put in handbook and Heidi assured her that will occur.  
· Randy Westrick advised to a include 2-3 pages regarding state ethics

Rosetta asked if Commissioners would like the handbook in a notebook that you could use to keep monthly meeting notes in.  Nina definitely would like that and  Kitty would like to see every new member gets the handbook advocated for a strong policy that tells Commissioners to use them and bring them to meetings.  Give all documents with holes punched that can be put into handbook as a way to assist commissioners hold onto history.  

Motion:  Nina, put together membership handbook and instruct new and existing members to keep meeting minutes and handbooks (which will come with holes punched in them) and bring them to all meetings and for the purpose they are intended for.

Kitty seconded, passed unanimously.  

Family Child Care Leadership Conference – Jeannie Suihkonen

Jeannie thanked Rosetta for the wonderful letter and invited everyone to Bend August 19th at the Riverhouse from 8:00am – 5:00pm to the conference.  The idea came from January OFCCN board meeting as a strategy to tap into the bright competent family child care workforce in Oregon.  It began with “Can you hear me now, 4000 voice?”  

OAEYC is sponsoring conference which then will enable providers to tap into the John & Betty Gray funds through Oregon Community Foundation.  It is $60 per provider (which includes staying 1 night at the Riverhouse and the food) and the provider can get the full amount scholarshiped.  Flyers are being dispersed through the CCR&R’s.  We’re hoping Senators and Representatives will join us.

Empower, Encourage, Energize Agenda Topics:

· Leadership 101

· Using resources through the web

· Research for advocacy

· Personal story of a providers journey of advocacy and leadership

· Reaching beyond early childhood for advocacy 

· Leadership opportunities for family child care providers 

OCCC input:

· Kitty, include information about the Quality Indicators.

· Rosetta, include information about Economic Impact Study.  Mary recommended that Cynthia will be developing a presentation tailoring the Economic Impact Study for child care providers.  This is very empowering to providers.

· Kitty, may want the members there to send a questionnaire to the governor candidates or elected officials such as “what important about child care for Oregon” as a pre-election strategy.  
Target attendance:  75 providers (Jeannie hopes there will be up to 120)
Jeannie asked for help to pass out flyers and spread the word.  OFCCNN is funded with a small amount of dollars from the Child Care Division and is a communication link between family child care providers and state agencies.  Flyer can be disseminated to all family child care providers: exempt, registered and certified.  (Jeannie will check if exempt providers can access scholarship.)
****Kitty recommended last month including this conference in the governor’s report to reflect their great work.  

Child Care Contribution Tax Credit – Sonja Svenson

Sonja overviewed the Child Care Enhancement Program (CCEP) dollars and numbers of children and families currently being served.  Sonja noted that during this pilot phase the advisory committee has identified strategies to increase efficiencies so that as the program continues and expands, more children can be served.  One example identified is that some participants who were eligible to access DHS subsidy were not receiving it so to increase efficiencies, the program will ensure participants access DHS funds first.  This will increase total dollars in the program and increase the number of children served.  The program may change the eligibility for the program to increase number of children served.  The advisory committee is the decision making body that oversees the program. 

Mary Nemmers said that this program addresses quality and affordability and should be talked about in both ways.  The question is “how many children are benefiting from this program.”  Legislators need to know the total number of children benefited.  

Action Item:  Sonja will add total number of children benefiting from total program this to the total numbers reported on the quick fact sheet and work with Heidi.
Flow of contributions:  individual contributes money to CCD, they receive a letter verifying that 75% can be used as a tax credit.  The other 25% can be used as a deduction against federal tax liability.  

Legislation includes three components:  decrease parent costs to 10 percent or less of family income, increase provider wages and professional development, and improve the quality of programs through enhancements to facilities and environments.  
There is a need to extend the sunset of this legislation and to eliminate the cap to increase the tax amounts available.  Heidi’s question is for the Commission to consider moving forward so that Heidi can work with our legislators over the summer months to develop legislation or a concrete proposal.

Rep. Flores reflected on the sunset issue that Sen. Deckert recommended a 10 yr. sunset vs. eliminating.  Lynn Anglund recommends rather than an unlimited amount of tax credit we should recommend a specific amount.  Kitty Piercy recommended that someone recommend a reasonable amount of growth.  

The program evaluation will be complete by September to guide program expansion and increase program efficiencies.  

This program addresses two of the Commission’s top priorities:  quality and affordability with what appears to be enthusiasm from Oregonians to contributions and receive a credit.  Kitty Piercy expressed that of all the ways to generate revenue for the child care system, this is a step in the right direction and is something we’ve been building over time.  It is a creative step to begin to grow financing for the child care system.  
DeeDee reflected that Tom reported 1.5 million as a possible amount to increase due to tax credits that have been previously approved but not accessed.  Steve Kuhn noted the research is important to build other support for funding.  Sonja reported the company doing the evaluation is very impressive and we look forward to the final outcomes.  Rosetta reflected CCD has been getting research reports and are waiting for the final report.  

Rep. Flores stated that when - and I hope soon - Rep. Farr and I would be happy to help with legislative council.  

Rosetta Wangerin asked what criteria do we need to attach to a motion to give people a chance during the summer to work on something to bring back in September.  Steve Kuhn would like to invite the researchers here to give us information that we can help assist distribute.  Kitty Piercy would like to see folks bring back legislation and let’s look at it.  

Motion:  Kitty Piercy motioned that this group as a whole agrees it is a good idea to extend the sunset for 10 years and explore increasing the tax credit to a total of 1.5 million as a general concept to develop legislation.  Lynne Anglund seconded.   Voted unanimously yes.  

It was noted that Sonja did an excellent job.
Kitty Piercy reflected that we’re informing a national discussion that is much broader than here in Oregon.  Reports are showing the importance of child care and an equally high interest in how to grow funding that supports child care.  We want to work with the state and Tom that we do use this in our national discussions such as the national conference of mayors or national conference of legislators.  This is a great example of best practices and innovative funding concepts.  

Action item:  Ask Tom and Sonja to obtain a report or a white paper that could be given to Kitty to use with mayors and rep. Flores can use with legislators (including the comments about MOE). 

Action item:  Sonja will request evaluators to attend November OCCC meeting.  

The evaluators have been asked to testify in interim committees or next session regarding project.  

Sonja clarified that CCD does not get very much in General Fund dollars.  CCD gets $3.4 million dollars in General Fund dollars which supports licensing and regulation.  These tax credit dollars can be used as MOE that helps us draw down CCDF funds we receive.   This is a huge plus to this program.  

Lynne reflected that Tom discussed accepting tax credits in increased securities which would greatly increase the market for contributions.  Sonja clarified that the reason these tax credit expenditures is so important is that many states can’t draw down CCDF dollars because of lack of state MOE funds.  Oregon is the only state doing this.  

Sonja said she can provide more information if anyone has more questions or would like more information.    

