Oregon Commission for Child Care

4/26/2007

Roth’s IGA Hospitality center

Attendees:  Deborah Murray, Stephanie Swan, Nina Roll, Lynne Angland, Katie Larive, Vicki Olsen, Cheryl Reece, Randy Fishfader

Guests:  Bobbie Weber, Tom Olsen, Dawn Norris, Kathleen Hynes, Kim Cardona, Teresa Stevenson, Heidi McGowan

HB 2810 & 2811 has a hearing before the House Revenue Committee on Monday at 1:00pm.  A couple providers will testify, Rosetta on behalf of the Commission, and Heidi has not received confirmation from an accountant but is hoping an accountant will speak to this interest from clients.
HB 2809 – requires beneficiaries of economic development funding to include child care planning - Vicki Olson believes this bill is stuck in committee.  Nina noted that they have been discussing this in Lincoln in relation to the wave project.  Nina said there is excitement about this bill. 

DHS & OPK – the co-chairs have reduced the governor’s proposed budget in DHS and OPK. Cheryl reported that she has heard there have been a flood of providers contacting   Senator Schraeder’s office. 

Deborah attended the co-chairs public hearing at Jefferson high school in Portland.  The higher education folks appeared organized; only 1 child care provider spoke.  Katie noted the same thing occurred in Southern Oregon.  Since Ways and Means have not decided, the postcards are still applicable.  Cheryl arrived early and was on page 10 and was not able to speak in the Oregon City hearing. 

Budget Note – HB 3113 was a result of the budget note which states that DHS is responsible for investigating 3rd party abuse which will be put in statute.  

Motion: Now have a quorum to approve minutes: Deborah moves to accept the minutes with the minor exceptions pointed out.  Randy seconded.  All in favor.  
Recommended Licensing Rule change for Reptiles – Kathleen Hynes

Came out of a request from a citizen whose baby was in a registered family child care who got salmonella and believes it was due to the iguana in the home.  The cause of the salmonella was not proven however the citizen has asked the Commission to look at the administrative rules of CCD to change.  

Katheen Hynes stated that they have drafted a change in the rule and if the Commission approves, will move forward with the change in the rule.  Randy asked for clarification of the rule change.  Kathleen summarized that parents must be made aware of any animals in the home and notified of any risks.  In addition, it would require that reptiles be in a cage away from children.  Lynne noted that if cages are cleaned it should not be with children present.  Kathleen made a note of that.  CCD will seek some additional feedback from providers and partners, and then the rule will be redrafted and sent to the mailing list.  There is a period of time for written comments then a formal hearing will be held.  Comments will be reviewed then there is a notification of a permanent rule change.  The process takes about 4 months. Heidi will give Kathleen the name of the citizen so they can be notified of the hearings and process.  This rule change will align with what is currently in certified family child care rules. 

Bobbie asked why the rules states animals that are “potentially aggressive” are allowed.  It was noted that any dog could be potentially aggressive.  

Motion: Nina noted that CCD move forward with the proposed rule change.  Stephanie seconded.  All in favor.  

Nina noted that the Commission should do a press release that the commission responded to a citizen request.  Kim Cardona recommended as well. 

T/A Team for Local CCF Update – Dawn Norris, Kim Cardona

Dawn said they have traveled over the state to meet with local CCF’s.  A binder of resources was provided to local CCF’s in addition to clarification about how CCDF dollars can be funded.  The response has been positive however there is some frustration about some programs that the CCDF dollars can’t be used for.  

Attended a collaborative meeting with tri-county in central Oregon.  Today they meet with the western regional group of 18 counties. 

Bobbie asked who attended.  Most are the directors of CCF and in some cases the early childhood directors in addition to some early childhood team members.  Nina noted that it is a good point to try to get the early childhood leaders.  

Tom asked if they felt they are being punished but Kim noted that they do not.  There is some frustration, especially for small programs where resources are limited.  Dawn noted that these programs are important but need support about how they can use the dollars to support programs that abide by the guidelines. Bobbie noted that a lot of centers in rural communities can’t sustain a program unless it is publicly funded which is consistent throughout the united states.  Bobbie is wondering if the CCDF dollars have been used as the funding source to sustain the programs.  Kim noted yes and some local commissions use the state general fund dollars to sustain local child care programs which are allowable.  

Lynne noted she observes the same thing in the rural community in Bend.  Tom noted that is why the Commission was farsighted by enabling certified family child care expand to 16 which is similar to a small center that are sustainable in rural communities.  Nina noted that she has observed in Lincoln County they have seen an increase in certified family child care but not infant toddler slots. Tom noted he is hearing that infant toddler slots are increasing in Portland and Willamette valley.  

Sonja noted that the T/A team is informing local CCF’s about other sources of funding. Sonja noted that there are parents who have not wanted to or obtained DHS subsidy, 

Dawn from CCD, Kim from CCF, Cynthia from OCCRRN and Rhonda from DHS are on the T/A team.  Dawn noted that Cynthia is a great wealth of recourse on this team.  Tom noted this is a great step in the right direction by combining the local and state child care systems together. 
Dawn noted that one of the biggest ‘ah ha’s’ in the local level is seeing the 4 state performance level that are to increase providers on the Oregon registry level 1 or higher, non tradition care, centers willing to provide infant toddler care and children with disabilities.   

Kim noted that through the accountability committee is a way to ensure local plans and state planning are in alignment.  The logic model and supply matrix are useful tools in this process. 

Lynne noted that eastern Oregon often feels that people in the western side are doing work for the western region and feel very separate.  Nina noted that is a common feeling outside of the I-5 corridor.  
OCCRRN Advisory Committee convened.  
Oregon Registry – Beverly Briggs, Patsy Kohout
In part of the role the Commission fills in accountability of CCDF dollars is that we hear from partners who receive CCDF dollars. In addition, several projects that the Commission discusses, such as the CARES model, has a significant impact on increasing the number of child care providers on the Oregon Registry. 

Inclusive Child Care Program – Terry Butler and Loraine Day Reynolds
Multiple interviews and 5 community meetings with 86 people during the inclusive child care inventory project.  There will be a survey on ‘survey monkey’ for parents and providers as well as paper interview.  In addition, resource contacts are gathering information.  The inventory project is funded through the end of June.  
