Oregon Commission for Child Care
06/22/07

Roth’s IGA Hospitality Center

Attendees:  Rosetta Wangerin, Vicki Olson (for Representative Flores), Stephanie Swan, Katie Larive, Nina Roll, Phil Anderson

Guests:  Tom Olsen (CCD), Bobbie Webber, Kim Cardona (OCCF), Rebecca Whitaker (SEIU 503), Mark Anderson (DHS), Teresa Stevenson (Support), Mary Nemmers and Steven Guntli (OCCRRN)

Oregon Child Care Data Report:  Bobbie Webber shared the latest data breakdown from 2006.  After her presentation, concern was raised by commissioners over exit of low income families from child care system.  How do we partner in order to help these families – why do they exit the system?  Where are they getting care?  Bobbie said that this would be good information to have.
Commission Business -- 

Minutes:  We do not have enough commissioners for a quorum.

Legislative Update:  Vicki Olson stated that HB2811 is still being looked at behind closed doors.

HB3113, regarding 3rd party child abuse investigations at child care facilities, has passed and will go into effect 90 days after session.  This means that abuse occurring at a child care facility will be investigated by DHS.  After the investigation, they have to report to CCD.  Prior to this, this type of investigation could be turned over to law enforcement.
HB2810 was voted out of committee and will go to the Senate and then back to the house for amendment concurrence.  The Earned Income Tax Credit is expiring, so HB2810 has been amended to address this (along with some other tax credit bills and that is why the sunset was extended to 2014.  It also enabled us to get more support for the bill as more people and groups were available to testify in a positive way since they were there on behalf of the Earned Income Tax Credit.

POP update:  Mark Anderson said that the full package has passed out of Ways and Means subcommittee w/do pass recommendation and looks pretty solid.  Both co-chairs are in support.  They were able to use some TANF to make up for loss in the amount coming from the general fund.  This is the first time in Oregon history this has been done.  It will increase income limit from 150% back to 185% FPL – lower co-pay by average of 20%.  All licensed rates to 75th percentile of 2006 study.  Exempt will maintain 12% below 75th percentile.  If they take training Enhanced rate will go to only 5% below 75th percentile.  There is funding to provide training and help with costs such as transportation.  DHS is partnering w/R&R’s and Unions to allow exempt providers to expand their horizons by having them meet other providers, and learn to work with the R&R system.
Calendar:  Approval needed for moving January and April dates to the 18th of each of those months.  General acceptance by attending commissioners was given.
Fall Forums for Exempt Care:   The geographical focus will most likely be along the I-5 corridor.  We will be asking questions regarding requirements for programs to be exempt from licensing, such as:  preschools, school age programs, after school programs, boys & girls clubs and others.  We will ask what the community thinks and where they want us to go with this.  
Rosetta and Heidi are trying to find a time to go to Coos and Curry counties as they want to see the situation down there and touch base with the community and gather information.  They will report in September.

Additional Announcements:  Tom Olsen spoke to the union representatives about annual visits for RF child care.  The leadership was amenable to this, but will check w/rank & file.  This would be an announced, TA visit.  CCD would be able to have a stronger presence in a positive way with Registered Family providers.  Commission support may be needed on this going forward.

Child Care DVD:  Nina Roll presented a dvd promoting a project that is in Lincoln county to show the need for quality child care.  They are trying to raise awareness and money for a child care center to help fill some of the needs of Lincoln County.
Jackson County PSA’s:  Katie Larive presented 5 PSA’s that she worked on for a class in business and non profit government college course project.  The PSA’s were adapted for her local AEYC and shown on stations in Jackson and Josephine counties.  She would like to see these go statewide – perhaps a partnership between OAEYC and the Commission. The Commission asked if she would be willing to work on getting these out statewide.  She agreed to be part of the project.  Tom Olsen suggested that the project can be taken to CCD’s communications department for further development.
CCDF State Plan:  Tom stated that the plan is done and on the website.  No major comments or corrections have been made thus far.  It seems to have broad support.  The next step will be a public hearing June 26th.  The Childhood Care and Education Coordinating Council would address any changes that come up after the hearing.  Rosetta asked that we applaud the partnership and the work of the committees.
Other Announcements:  Heidi and Rosetta represented the Quality Indicators Project at the recent meeting of the Commission for Children & Families.  Rosetta stated that they were well received and that she looks forward to working with them in the future.
OCCRRN Task Force Final Report:  Mary Nemmers and Steve Guntli presented the final report from the task force.  Not all of the preliminary recommendations made it to the final.  They stated that the next steps are to evaluate the suggestions brought forward and look at the practicalities of implementing some of the recommendations.  There will be two committees charged with asking the questions needed in order to set up the process to work out which of the recommendations could be implemented.  The first two areas will be to evaluate OCCRRN operations and management, and to prioritize resources for direct service.
