Childhood Care and Education Coordinating Council

Meeting Summary
Thursday April 6, 2006
Present: Claudia Bingham, Beth Hogeland, Kathleen Hynes, Patsy Kohout, Kitty Lake, Mary Nemmers, Tom Olsen, Diana Pickett, Dennis Reynolds, Kathy Seubert, Marilyn States, Diana Stotz, Jeannie Suihkonen, Sonja Svenson, Terry Butler, Kim Cardona, Brent DeMoe, Colleen Dyrud, Jari Giles, Merrily Haas, Bobbie Weber, Carol Wire, Pat Pitman, Monika Kretzschmar, Beth Unverzagt, and Jon Reeves.
Parent Voice Update
Only one parent voice representative ( Jari Giles ) was present at the meeting.  Jari shared that the cost of care for spring break and summer break can take parents by surprise.  Most centers/child care settings do not average out the cost of care over a year’s time.  When school-age children need full time care, the difference in price from part-time to full-time care can really hurt a family’s budget. 

OregonASK ( after school for kids )

Beth Unversagt, program director for OregonAsk, gave a brief presentation on the newly formed after-school network. The network is working to bring Recreation, Child Care, Youth Development and Education practitioners and policymakers together to talk about and address issues that cross over all four areas.  The network is funded by a C.S. Mott Foundation grant with matching funds coming from the Child Care Division. The funding is $300,000.00 for the next three years.  Current activities include developing bylaws, developing a five-year business plan, and helping plan the Governor’s Summit on After School and Community Schools. The Summit will be held in Salem on May 11, 2006.  Contact Brent DeMoe for registration information.
Beth’s handout on OregonASK is attached to this meeting summary.

Inclusive Child Care
Terry Butler talked to the group about what it means to be a “caring community“as it relates to inclusive child care and supports.  His statements are summarized below and the hand out he distributed is attached to this meeting summary. 
· A Caring Community is one that recognizes the importance of quality child care for all children who need care.  

· A Caring Community recognizes that six elements must be in place so that all families are able to find and keep quality child care—whatever the abilities and needs of their children.  These elements are:   

1. Finding care: Parents are able to locate quality, affordable, inclusive child care, even if their child has higher or complex needs, or is perceived to have higher needs.
2. Provider training: Child care providers and parents have access to training on inclusion values, attitudes, practices and skills.  Inclusion training is available for new and experienced providers.
3. Individualized supports: Child care providers have access to information, consultation, technical assistance and specific training to help them meet each child’s individual needs.    
4. Financial assistance: Parents have help paying for child care when costs are higher because a child needs accommodations, assistance with accessibility or highly specialized care. 

5. Community collaboration:  There are ongoing connections and coordination among people, programs and organizations that support inclusive child care.
6. Awareness and commitment:  The community is committed to identifying and overcoming barriers to accessible, inclusive child care.  The community demonstrates its awareness and commitment to inclusive child care by:
a) Ensuring that parents of children with special needs are active participants in community child care planning;
b) Including issues of all children and youth, birth through school age, in planning for community child care and out of school time resources;

c) Including child care for children with special needs on local planning committee agendas and within local planning processes; and

d) Ensuring that child care providers can find information in the community that will support care for children with diverse abilities and needs.

Inclusive Child Care Committee and Program update.  The Partners for Inclusive Child Care ( PICC ) project steering committee has just selected the Cohort II sites. They are Umatilla/Morrow, Jackson/Josephine and Washington Counties.  8 trainers from these counties will attend a week long train train-the-trainer session at Western Oregon University in June.  Cohort I sites are continuing training with added supports and funding from the project.
Another ICC activity will be the Inclusive Child Care Inventory project.  The committee will steer the work of an intern or other person to contact all areas of the state and do an inventory of what is happening statewide in the areas of inclusion.  The inventory will survey agencies and organizations, parents, providers and partners.  The inventory work group will convene for the first time April 26, 2006.  Contact Terry Butler if you have any questions.   Also in Terry’s update - local EI/ECSE programs are doing a better job working with child care providers. 
OCCF Child Care Funding Discussion

Carol Wire, Pat Pitman and Kim Cardona from the State Commission on Children and Families came to the meeting to discuss the funding priorities for the Commission. They are: 

Infant/Toddler Mental Health Certificates
$28,000.00
ODE Foundations



$10,000.00

Child Care Health Consultation 

$130,000.00

OregonASK ( after school for kids )

$2,000.00

Northwest Early Childhood Institute

$30,000.00

Family, Friends and Neighbor Initiative
$159,000.00

Recruitment and Retention Initiative

$15,000.00

A few members raised a concern that the Family, Friends and Neighbor initiative had the most money going to it and the least amount of detail as to how the money would be spent.  Commission staff indicated that the money was an estimate and if the initiative was less costly then anticipated, the money would be reallocated to other projects.  Tom asked the group if there were any more questions.  Hearing none, the CCECC officially approved of the OCCF state-level plan for spending the Child Care Development Fund dollars.
Budget Note Discussion

Tom talked about the latest development of the Budget Note response.  Child care partners will be presenting the response to the House Human Services Interim Committee in August.  

The CCECC partners discussed the following question:  Should Regulatory functions be separated from subsidy services? In Oregon, we have kept the process separate. 33 states combine the two functions, 16 keep them separate. Some states are creating a whole new department that does licensing and subsidies.  Tom said that our strength is in our uniqueness and our collaborative system.  Each agency brings different strengths.  OCCF has the local connection, DHS has a subsidy payment system, and the Employment Department has the workforce system.   Child Care Division was created in 1993 when it was moved from DHS to the Employment Department.  Bobbie said lets find the bill or legislation that created it and talk about why it was done in the first place.  Tom wants to keep the presentation as short as possible and keep the written narrative to less then 20 pages.    NOTE:  The enabling legislation for the creation of the Child Care Division was SB 181 (1993).
Tom will send out a draft of the budget note response in May.  There will be updates at each CCECC meeting. 

Committee Reports
Training Quality Committee 
Neither of the co-chairs for this committee were present so a few TQC members reported. Sonja mention that the TQC work plan is coming together.  This document is available on the CCECC web site.  Brent updated members on the work of the ad hoc workgroup  that is  developing an online training/event calendar proposal for child care.  They will be presenting at the next Professional Development Data Systems meeting in May.  The goal is to have a web site up by October 2006.

Health Consultation- Dianna Pickett 

The Phase Three report will be out at the end of August.  All project areas are in the process of collecting data.  There have been two Promoting First Relationship trainings; 26 people were trained.  Dianna is seeking more funding to keep the project going.  Tom mentioned that CCD, DHS and the Commission should all be able to use some matching funds to help. 

Dianna also mentioned that there is a committee working on doing a mini update to the Health and Safety handbook.  After the updates are completed, the hand book will be translated into Russian.
Child Care Research Partnership - Bobbie Weber

OSU and DHS are working on the Market Rate study.  Oregon is part of a national study to test how market rate info is gathered.  Data will be gathered by phone surveys, mail and by pulling R&R data. 

Bobbie is working on the subsidy report.  So far, the reason the most people leave the subsidy system is because of having to redo the paperwork.  The finished report is a few months out.

Quality Indicators Project - Bobbie Weber

Family child care guru Kathy Modigliani came to Portland to discuss Quality Indicators for family child care.  The meeting went well and there were a lot of good ideas and discussion.  Information gathered will be used to develop QI for family child care facilities. 

The current QI project is working at gathering data.  A report from OSU is forthcoming in about four months. 

Child Care Enhancement Project- Brent DeMoe  
The Lane county pilot is going well.  The power point presentation Lane did at the February CCECC meeting will soon be available on the CCD website under CCECC.  The advisory committee is meeting in May to discuss the possibility of removing the sunset date of the enabling legislation and increasing the amount of contributions allowed. 
Partner updates
Child Care Improvement Project ( CCIP )- Marilyn States
The project has been around for six years.  CCIP oversees nine provider networks that are geographically or culturally specific.  The networks serve about 120 family child care providers.  Participating providers receive education stipends for classes and dollars for resources and materials.  They are recruiting more providers at this time.  Contact Marilyn States at mstates@nhweb.org for more info.
OCCRRN- Mary Nemmers
Mary updated the committee about the temporary termination of the Statewide Mentor Program.  The 50 plus mentors all had independent contracts with the Network.  For reasons related to unemployment benefits and contractor duties, the Network will be restructuring the program.  Robin Hill-Dunbar, mentor program coordinator, will be at the June CCECC meeting with an update.
OCCD - Colleen Dyrud and Patsy Kohout

Colleen passed out save-the-date cards for the 2006 Bridge to Afterschool Conference, October 23-24 , in Vancouver, Washington. 

Pasty gave a brief update on the Registry.  Many programs are calling and getting their staff on the Registry.  The Center is evaluating the Oregon Registry process and change-over from the old PDR system. 

A database is being developed at the Center to create “training summaries” for each Oregon Registry participant.  The training summary is similar to a transcript of college credits but details the training history for the OR member.. 

OAEYC- Merrily Haas

Merrily passed out information about the OAEYC conference coming up at Lane Community College.  Her website has all the details. http://www.oregonaeyc.org/conferences.htm
State Incentive Grants- Kathy Seubert

There will be cross systems trainings for partners happen all across the state.  Contact Kathy for a list of exact times and locations at kathy.k.seubert@state.or.us
Oregon Family Child Care Network- Jeannie Suihkonen

OFCCN does a quarterly newsletter.  Partners can contact Jeannie to submit articles. The newsletter reaches close to 5,000 family child care providers.  Jeannie’s contact info is jeannies8@hotmail.com
Adjourn

Next meeting June 1, 2006 - Roth’s IGA in West Salem
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