MINUTES

Inclusive Child Care Committee 

March 8, 2007
Next meeting:  Thursday May 10,   9:00 to 12:00 

Meridian Park Hospital Education Center

19300 SW 65th Avenue, Tualatin 

Attending:

Donna Lewelling, Parent Voices and Office of Community College Services; Christine Doyle, Multnomah County CCRR/Mt. Hood Community College; Dolores McNee, Washington County Community Action Head Start; Kathy Seubert, DHS/Office of Mental Health and Addiction Services; Dawn Norris, Child Care Division; Pam Deardorff, Western Oregon University/Teaching Research Institute; Kimberly Cardona, Oregon Commission on Children and Families; Claudette Vincent, Oregon Child Care Resource and Referral Network; Lorine Day-Reynolds, Valerie McCarthy, Terry Butler, Inclusive Child Care Program/Oregon Council on Developmental Disabilities
1. Work Group and Project Updates

Inventory:

Lorine provided an update on the Inventory Project.  Inclusive Child Care Program (ICCP) staff and graduate student Valerie McCarthy have completed 28 interviews with key informants and service providers.   The target is 85 interviews if time and staffing support allows.  There will also be 5 community meetings:   in Medford on March 13, Redmond on March 14, Baker City on March 19, Milwaukee on April 5 and Tillamook on April 10.  A mix of parents, child care providers and community partners are expected to attend the community meetings.  At each meeting information on resources will be shared and there will be discussion of challenges, barriers, successful strategies and what’s needed to support access and inclusion in child care and after school programs.
Fifty or more resource contact forms will be mailed out. These will help to gather information for the resource database.  Parent and provider surveys will also be completed.  Surveys will be piloted at community meetings.

ICCP will use Disability Compass, an existing web-based resource finding service, to list Inventory resources.  Maintaining the Inventory information is expected to be an ongoing ICCP activity.  The Inclusive Child Care Committee will provide help and guidance on this activity. 

Partnerships for Inclusive Child Care (PICC) Project
Terry is receiving reports from participating communities during March.  The committee will look at how PICC and TRAC training are integrated within community child care infrastructures.   There needs to be support from community systems such as Early Childhood Councils, Local Interagency Coordinating Councils, etc.
Terry asked for committee members to participate in a planning meeting for PICC. The group will look at options for continuing project activities. Kim, Dolores, Christie, Dawn and Donna volunteered.

Opening Doors Initiative
Lorine provided history and update on the Opening Doors Initiative.  The initiative seeks to increase access and inclusion in out of school time programs.  At least 4 Initiative group members are available to offer inclusion training.  Two have provided or are planning upcoming trainings.  The group is also developing a model grant proposal to prepare for potential funding sources.    The proposed activities are based on those that have been successfully used by Kids Included Together to support out of school time inclusion in California.  
An Opening Doors member from Eugene is on the advisory committee for the University Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities at OHSU.  He is discussing options with the Center for being a “home” for project activities and funding.
Packet Project
Terry summarized the Packet Project, a multi-partner project in Multnomah County.  The project is funded through the United Way.  The ICCP is participating in provider training and parent information activities.   Materials are being developed to assist parents to demand, find and use inclusive child care placements.  The initial parent materials will be shared at a session of the All Born In Conference on April 28.    The first provider training is planned for May 17th.

Kim recommended that parent materials be shared through the Friend and Family Project.  This project seeks to support individual friend and family child care providers.
3.
Inclusive Child Care Program

Lorine shared data on numbers of children served by the program.    She also shared revised forms and processes for individualized planning and coordination.  The committee provided comment on the new plan format.  

In discussing the ICCP role in High Need child care assessments for children receiving DHS subsidy, Lorine pointed out that families receiving the DHS High Needs Rate receive state child care subsidy longer than the average for all families receiving the subsidy. This may reflect the difficult finding stable care for children with higher needs.  

The group recommended including information on the High Need Rate in new DHS caseworker training.

Committee members asked how seamless is the process of transitioning back and forth between DHS Employment Related Day Care and the ICCP supplemental subsidy.  ICCP staff reported that feedback from parents who have gone through this process has been very positive.  

There are currently state level discussions underway about coordinating mental health and substance abuse services with TANF assistance for families.  Many of these families also receive child care assistance as part of their self sufficiency plans.   The committee noted that the DHS HN Rate must be a component in this planning.  No specific plan was made at this meeting for following though on this issue.
4.
Child Care Development Fund Plan

Oregon’s new plan for the federal Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) is in process.  The Child Care Division will submit the plan to the federal government during June.   CCDF funds support a great part of Oregon’s child care infrastructure, including the Inclusive Child Care Program.   Priority for the plan is to strengthen and support what is already in place.  One issue for this committee is the definition of “Child with Special Needs.”  Every state plan has a definition.  Oregon’s current definition is a bit long.  
The committee will develop a shorter definition to present for consideration in the plan.  Terry will draft a new definition from the group’s recommendation.
5.
2007 Oregon Legislative Session
The committee discussed the following legislative issues:

· HB 2406, which would provide Medicaid waivers for medically involved children.  The bill will expand the number of eligible children with very extensive medical needs to a total of 200.  
· HB 2407, which will support families who currently must keep themselves in poverty in order to get medical care for children with very high medical needs.  The bill would allow families to have a higher income and still receive Medicaid-funded services for their children.  
· SB 648, which increases administrative support for the Oregon Lifespan Respite Care Program.  The bill does not increase funding for Lifespan Respite, but will help to stabilize the program.
· Issues in the Governor’s budget related to increasing child care subsidy rates paid by the Department of Human Services Integrated Child Care Program.  The budget also raises the upper eligibility limit for Employment Related Day Care subsidies.

Next meeting:

 Thursday, May 10, 9am to noon.  

Legacy Meridian Park Hospital, Tualitan

