MINUTES

Inclusive Child Care Committee 

September 14, 2006

Next meeting:  Thursday November 9, 2006   9:00 to 12:00 

Meridian Park Hospital Education Center

19300 SW 65th Avenue, Tualatin 

Attending:

Donna Lewelling, Parent Voices and Office of Community College Services; Christine Doyle, Multnomah County CCRR/Mt. Hood Community College; Dolores McNee, Washington County Community Action Head Start; Kathy Seubert, DHS/Office of Mental Health and Addiction Services; Colleen Dyrud, Oregon Center for Career Development in Childhood Care and Education/PSU; Kimberly Cardona, Oregon Commission on Children and Families; Mary Nemmers, Oregon Child Care Resource and Referral Network; Fay Zepeda, JaNell Welker, Janice O’Malley, Child Care Providers Together/AFSCME

1. Work Group and Project Updates

PICC Project

Some new and returning PICC Project communities are planning TRAC curriculum trainings this coming October.  Due dates for first reports were extended to mid-November.  This will allow them to capture information from the October trainings.   Terry will share report summaries with the committee.  

Donna said that the Lincoln County Family Care Connections (child care resource and referral program) included information on PICC TRAC trainings in its recent newsletter.

Out of School Time Inclusion Team

Colleen provided background on the team, and on its sponsorship by this committee and Oregon ASK (After School for Kids).   The team developed an issues brief on the topic of inclusion in out of school time programs.

The Oregon Department of Education’s 21st Century Schools program sponsored a “Train the Trainers” in the Kids Included Together (KIT) curriculum.  The training was held on Aug 18 and 19th in Bend.  Seventeen people completed the training.  They can now train in 4 of the KIT modules.  The 4 areas are:


1.  Introduction to Inclusion

2.  Respectful accommodations


3.  Supporting positive behaviors


4.  Partnering with families.

The Oregon KIT training is being called “Opening Doors to Inclusion”.  The KIT modules have been standardized through the Oregon Registry Trainer Program.

The mental health community should know about and participate in KIT trainings.  With the current emphasis on system of care and wrap around services to support children and youth with mental health needs in the community, more out of school time providers will need training and support in caring for children with emotional/behavioral concerns.  There need to be efforts to tell mental health and other service providers about KIT trainers in their communities and when trainings will be taking place.

Colleen will disseminate information on KIT trainees.  Trainers are also responsible for contacting people in their communities.  The Department of Education’s 21st Century Program will be supporting trainings for local 21st century sites.  These trainings may be open to other individuals and programs as well.  

The group discussed ways  PICC/TRAC trainings and KIT trainings complement each other.  Each focuses on different age groups and types of settings. 

Mary pointed out that Child Care Resource and Referral (CCRR) programs need to know about trainings.  Christine reported that Multnomah County CCRR will be offering the “Introduction to Inclusion” models, hopefully on a regular basis.  KIT materials are available in Spanish.  The trainer manuals are not yet available.

Open Hearts, Open Doors

The Oregon Commission on Children and Families has provided funds for a reprint of Open Hearts, Open Doors.  Inclusive Child Care Program staff are working on updating resource and contact information.   Printing will happen as soon as the updates are done.

2.
Inclusive Child Care Inventory

The Inventory Project is underway.  Lorine Day-Reynolds, with the Inclusive Child Care Program, will be the lead worker on the project.  Committee members will be asked to help identify organizations, groups, committees and individuals to contact.   Members may also be asked to help make some contacts.

The Inventory work group will refine a handout describing the project.  The group recommended that a tool be developed that defines “Caring Communities” components and helps committees do self assessments on the status of the components.  The group discussed giving an award to communities that achieve some identified level of the Caring Communities.  Information gathered from Inventory, with examples, will be used to develop final Caring Communities brochures

Kathy suggested including a Caring Communities discussion in her children’s mental health conference calls.  Donna agreed to participate in the call.

The Oregon Researchers Roundtable will be Oct. 31st.   Terry and Lorine will present information on the inventory at the Roundtable.  

3.
Child Care Providers Together/AFSCME

Janice O’Mally, Faye Zepeda and JaNell Walker from AFSCME Child Care Providers Together (CCPT) reported their efforts to organize family child care providers.  Last September the Governor signed a resolution making AFSCME the organizing representative for registered or licensed family child care providers that are paid through state subsidies.

Negotiations were initiated during January 2006.  An agreement is expected to be signed by the end of this month.  The agreement is expected to include a rate increase, a Family Child Care Bill of Rights, and a statement to work with the Oregon Department of Human Services (DHS), the Child Care Division (CCD) and other partners on provider health care issues. 

JaNell and Faye represent child care providers and act as directed by providers.  JaNell said that providers have identified health care to be a major issue.  Providers also identified issues in rules and regulations. CCPT will work with CCD and DHS on rules and regulations that apply to child care providers, such as grievance procedures and direct deposit payments to providers.

CCPT staff and providers will be meeting with legislators to educate them on child care.  They will emphasize quality child care for all children, including children with special needs.  At this point, educating legislators will be the primary objective.  Legislative proposals may evolve from this.

CCPT will keep the committee informed so that members can comment and or participate in efforts with the legislature.   All agreed that it would be essential for advocates to work in unison this session.

Janice described Measure 41 and Measure 48.  Both would have strong impact on Oregon’s state budget.  AFCME is opposed to both measures.

JaNell suggested creating a handout for legislators and others that lists state programs that successfully support child care for children with special needs.  She asked committee members to send her examples.

4.
Inclusive Child Care Program (ICCP)

The ICCP will be adding a new position.  The position’s core responsibilities will be individual assessments and planning for children eligible for DHS High Needs Child Care Rates and the ICCP supplemental subsidy.  

Lorine shared information on current enrollment and the program’s wait list.  Program staff contacted families on the wait list and found that some families were no longer eligible or in need of the subsidy.  Lorine noted that there have been new enrollments and more are expected in the near future.

Families are encouraged to send in applications especially if the subsidy will help to include the child in a typical child care setting.

5.
Announcement and Updates

Donna shared information on the OPTI (Oregon Parent Training and Information Center) partnership with goodsearch.com.  OPTI advocates for children with special needs and their families, and provides information on special education advocacy.  The organization receives a penny per search on Goodsearch.

Donna also shared information on the Lewis Hine Award.  The awards are given to leaders in the field of services to children and youth.

Next meeting:

 Thursday November 9, 2006, 9am to noon.  

Legacy Meridian Park Hospital, Tualitan

