Oregon Child Care Research Partnership

December 13, 2006
Minutes

In attendance:  Mark Anderson, Andrew Bremner,  Kim Cardona,  Art Emlen, Deana Grobe, Ben Kujala, Tom Olsen, Matthew Tschabold, Becky Vorpagel, Vena Williams, Bobbie Weber

I. Researchers Roundtable Debrief
About 55 people participated in the 2006 Researchers Roundtable.  Twenty-six participants, over half when roundtable planners are removed from the count, completed the roundtable evaluation.  The group reviewed and discussed participant responses.  Participants were highly satisfied with all of the presentations.  They overwhelmingly found the number of presentations as about right.  Salem was the preferred location although Edgefield and other Portland locations were not far behind.  Participants expressed thanks for the Partnership providing this day.

Based on responses from participants and planners, the group makes the following recommendations for the 2007 Researchers’ Roundtable:

A.  Aim for a slightly smaller group size

B. Work on improving the sharing time

C. Have four presentations

D. Hold the roundtable in Salem.  Explore the Department of Forestry meeting room although in the past they did not allow food. 

II. Quality Indicator Evaluation
The group reviewed qualifications of Jana Kay Slater and decided to recommend that the Network contract with her for the Quality Indicator Project evaluation if she continues to be interested.
III.  County Profiles

OSU and the Network are producing the user-friendly county profiles.  The question arose as to whether to report all 2004 data or to use more recent data when available.  The group recommends using all 2004 data.
IV. Report from Measuring Quality in early childhood and school-age settings roundtable

Bobbie shared some highlights from the Child Care Bureau’s December roundtable on measuring child care facility quality as a part of child care improvement efforts.  New tools will soon be available to help discern the most appropriate instruments for measuring quality.  Discussion focused on the role of assessment, audiences that need the information, issues related to collecting and reporting findings.  One point made was that documentation may be a more appropriate description of what is needed since collecting data via observation is only one way of documenting quality.  Roundtable participants were well aware of issues related to cost of collecting data with onsite observations.  Bobbie will share reports of roundtable proceedings and related tools as they become available.
V. Consultation Form

Many people request data and information from the OCCRP but we have not been recording these requests and hence do not have good data on the information most needed by stakeholders.  Bobbie shared a draft form for capturing requests.  The group reviewed the form and recommended that OSU create an electronic form for capturing the data that will support easy analysis of type of requested information.
VI. Child care benchmarks

Problems with the child care supply benchmark were discussed as were suggested alternatives.   After lengthy discussion the group recommends that the state benchmark be maintained as is and that we ask the Progress Board to include county comparisons in the accompanying profile.    The group also recommends that OCCRP provide information and training to local Early Childhood Planning Teams of local Commissions on Children and Families.  The group recommended edits on the child care supply benchmark county data needs table.  The major recommendation is that OCCRP develop a methodology for assessing the amount of child care needed in a county and then train county Teams to use the methodology.
VII. Updates
Items on the update list will be included on the January agenda as there was not sufficient time to discuss them in December.

VIII. Next Meeting – Using our regular date, the first Wednesday of the 
month, the meeting would fall on January 3, 2007.  Given that some people may still be on holiday the decision was to consider January 10th.  Bobbie was directed to contact key people to determine the best date.
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