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February 7, 2003

Mr. Keith Klein

Richland Operations Office
U.S. Department of Energy
P.O. Box 550, MS A7-50
Richland, WA 99352

Tom Fitzsimmons

Washington State Department of Ecology
P.O. Box 47600

Olympia, Washington 98504-7600

John lani

U.S. EPA, Region 10

Regional Administrator's Office, RA-140
1200 Sixth Avenue

Seattle, WA 98101

Re: Milestone M91 negotiations and TRU processing
Dear Sirs:

The Oregon Hanford Waste Board is encouraged that the Tri-Parties are negotiating
enforceable milestones for transuranic waste.

We encourage you to include specific milestones to develop, build and operate one or
more facilities to characterize, process and package the more difficult remote handled
transuranic (RH-TRU) waste.

The 618-10 and 11 burial grounds, along with several burial grounds in the 200 area,
contain some of DOE’s most complex and difficult wastes. Characterization, exhumation
and processing of these wastes will be complex and difficult. Success relies on having
the capabilities in place to characterize, retrieve and process them. Early work to develop
the necessary techniques and facilities is essential.

We encourage you to begin the work to prepare for this by committing to facilities to
handle these wastes and permanently remove them from Hanford.

Very truly yours,

NG

Shelley Cimon
Chair, Oregon Hanford Waste Board

phone 503.378.4040 800.221.8035 in Oregon fax 503.373.7806

625 Marion Street, N.E., Suite 1, Salem, Oregon 97301-3742

www.energy.state.or.us/nucsafe/hwboard.htm
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Cc: Michael Grainey, Oregon Office of Energy
Gary Burke, Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation
Patrick Sobotta, Nez Perce Tribe
Russell Jim, Yakama Indian Nation
Todd Martin, Hanford Advisory Board
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