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The Honorable Peter Courtney
Senate President
900 Court St. NE, S-203
Salem, OR 97301

The Honorable Jeff Merkley
Speaker of the House
900 Court St. NE, H-395
Salem, OR 97301

Dear President Courtney and Speaker Merkley:

I look forward to working with you and the new joint committee you have appointed to
address the growing backlog of claims for new homes, developments and subdivisions filed
under Measure 37. We have both the opportunity and the obligation at this moment to restore
much-needed predictability, fairness and certainty in our land use system for owners and
neighbors alike.

Some 6,491 claims seeking more than six billion dollars in compensation have been filed
with the state under Measure 37. We received more than half of those claims in the final five
weeks of the first deadline for filing Measure 37 claims. Our cities and counties have received
an equal number of these claims, often because property owners filed claims at both the state and
local level.

We are processing these claims as diligently as we can. We have been committed to
implementing this measure with due diligence, as current law requires.

But, we estimate that fewer than a thousand of these claims came from property owners
asking to build a home on land they bought for that purpose years ago. Their requests represent
the reasons that voters supported Measure 37 in 2004. And, we would like to continue to process
these requests as quickly as possible.

The most urgent issue is this: For every request filed by a small landowner seeking to
build a residence under Measure 37, there have been six claims filed by developers, speculators
and corporations. In some cases, outsiders have solicited speculative claims from long-term
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