
SB 1524 (“Free Community College”) – Report Considerations 

SB 1524 Language:  

“examine viability of a program that allows a student who graduated from a high school in this state or who completed grade 12 in compliance with the 

requirements of ORS 339.035 to attend a community college in this state without paying tuition and fees at the community college for a specified period. When 

conducting the examination, the commission shall identify and consider”: 

Legislatively Mandated Areas to Consider Notes 

a) Anticipated number of students who will participate in the program 
 

 

b) Anticipated annual cost and federal, state and other sources of moneys 
that could be used to pay the costs of the program 

 

 

c) Current capacity available at community colleges to enroll additional 
students 

 

 

d) Potential eligibility criteria for students participating in the program  

e) Possibility of requiring students to first use financial aid available to the 
students including federal moneys provided to low-income students for 
the purpose of paying for post-secondary education 

 

 

Assumptions to Consider  

Assumption Notes 

Should this be “last dollar”  

Should GED recipients be eligible?   

Where to draw the “starting line”  Only “recent” grads? What about students already enrolled in college 
courses 



Undocumented students (equity lens)  

Private and homeschooled? (ORS 339.035) How to gauge “completed grade 12”  

Tuition and Fees only?  What about textbooks? Cost of Living considerations?  

Voucher System?   

Participation length 2 years at full time or the equivalent?  

Remedial Education? Many of our grads are coming out of high school scoring on placement tests 
in remediation?  

Residency requirements for graduation?  What about “out of state students” who move to Oregon for last term of 
high school to get free college.  

 

Additional Considerations: 

Areas to Consider Notes 

Implications for Financial Aid, Advising, Registrars, Facilities, Parking How to appropriately gauge this?  

Tuition Increases How do we budget for that?  

Possible “unintentional consequences”  “Pushing out adult learners”  

 Lack of teachers/faculty especially in rural areas 

 Lack of space/equipment/etc.  

How to manage the influx of students in CTE areas?   



  339.035 Teaching by private teacher, parent or guardian; rules. (1) As used in this section, “education service district” means the education 

service district that contains the school district of which the child is a resident. 

      (2) When a child is taught or is withdrawn from a public school to be taught by a parent, legal guardian or private teacher, as provided in ORS 

339.030, the parent, legal guardian or private teacher must notify the education service district in writing. In addition, when a child who is taught by a 

parent, legal guardian or private teacher moves to a new education service district, the parent, legal guardian or private teacher shall notify the new 

education service district in writing. The education service district shall acknowledge receipt of any notification in writing. 
      (3) Children being taught as provided in subsection (2) of this section shall be examined at grades 3, 5, 8 and 10 in accordance with the following 

procedures: 
      (a) The State Board of Education shall adopt by rule a list of approved comprehensive examinations that are readily available. 
      (b)(A) The parent or legal guardian shall select an examination from the approved list and arrange to have the examination administered to the 

child by a qualified neutral person, as defined by rule by the State Board of Education. 
      (B) If the child was withdrawn from public school, the first examination shall be administered to the child at least 18 months after the date on 

which the child was withdrawn from public school. 
      (C) If the child never attended public or private school, the first examination shall be administered to the child prior to the end of grade three. 
      (c) The person administering the examination shall: 

      (A) Score the examination; and 
      (B) Report the results of the examination to the parent or legal guardian. 

      (d) Upon request of the superintendent of the education service district, the parent or legal guardian shall submit the results of the examination to 

the education service district. 
      (4)(a) If the composite test score of the child places the child below the 15th percentile based on national norms, the child shall be given an 

additional examination within one year of when the first examination was administered. 

      (b) If the composite test score of the child on the second examination shows a declining score, then the child shall be given an additional 

examination within one year of when the second examination was administered and the superintendent of the education service district may: 

      (A) Allow the child to continue to be taught by a parent, legal guardian or private teacher; or 
      (B) Place the education of the child under the supervision of a person holding a teaching license who is selected by the parent or legal guardian at 

the expense of the parent or legal guardian. If the composite test score of the child continues to show a declining score, the superintendent of the 

education service district may: 

      (i) Allow the child to continue under the educational supervision of a licensed teacher selected by the parent or legal guardian and require that the 

child be given an additional examination within one year of when the last examination was administered; 
      (ii) Allow the child to be taught by a parent, legal guardian or private teacher and require that the child be given an additional examination within 

one year of when the last examination was administered; or 

      (iii) Order the parent or legal guardian to send the child to school for a period not to exceed 12 consecutive months as determined by the 

superintendent. 
      (c) If the parent or legal guardian of the child does not consent to placing the education of the child under the supervision of a licensed teacher 

who is selected by the parent or legal guardian, then the superintendent of the education service district may order the child to return to school for a 

period not to exceed 12 consecutive months as determined by the superintendent. 
      (d) If the composite test score of the child on an examination is equal to or greater than the percentile score on the prior test, the child may be 

taught by a parent, legal guardian or private teacher and for the next examination be examined pursuant to paragraph (a) of this subsection or 

subsection (3) of this section. 



      (5)(a) Notwithstanding the examination requirements of subsections (3) and (4) of this section, the parent or legal guardian of a child with a 

disability who has an individualized education program and is receiving special education and related services through the school district or who is 

being educated in accordance with a privately developed plan shall be evaluated for satisfactory educational progress according to the 

recommendations of the program or plan. 

      (b) The parent or legal guardian of a child with a disability who was evaluated by service providers selected by the parent or legal guardian based 

on a privately developed plan shall submit a report of such evaluation to the education service district in lieu of the examination results required by 

subsections (3) and (4) of this section. 

      (c) A child with a disability described in this subsection may not be subject to the examination requirements of subsections (3) and (4) of this 

section unless the examination is recommended in the program or plan in effect for the child. [1985 c.579 §2; 1989 c.619 §4; 1999 c.717 §1a; 2007 

c.70 §95; 2013 c.1 §33] 

  
 

   339.030 Exemptions from compulsory school attendance; rules. (1) In the following cases, children may not be required to attend public full-

time schools: 
      (a) Children being taught in a private or parochial school in the courses of study usually taught in grades 1 through 12 in the public schools and in 

attendance for a period equivalent to that required of children attending public schools in the 1994-1995 school year. 

      (b) Children proving to the satisfaction of the district school board that they have acquired equivalent knowledge to that acquired in the courses of 

study taught in grades 1 through 12 in the public schools. 

      (c) Children who have received a high school diploma. 
      (d) Children being taught for a period equivalent to that required of children attending public schools by a private teacher the courses of study 

usually taught in grades 1 through 12 in the public school. 
      (e) Children being educated in the children’s home by a parent or legal guardian. 
      (f) Children excluded from attendance as provided by law. 

      (2) The State Board of Education and the Higher Education Coordinating Commission by rule shall establish procedures whereby, on a 

semiannual basis, an exemption from compulsory attendance may be granted to the parent or legal guardian of any child 16 or 17 years of age who is 

lawfully employed full-time, lawfully employed part-time and enrolled in school, a community college or an alternative education program as 

defined in ORS 336.615. An exemption also may be granted to any child who is an emancipated minor or who has initiated the procedure for 

emancipation under ORS 419B.550 to 419B.558. [Amended by 1965 c.100 §276; 1967 c.67 §8; 1971 c.494 §1; 1973 c.728 §1; 1985 c.579 §1; 1989 

c.619 §1; 1993 c.546 §138; 1995 c.769 §2; 1999 c.59 §85; 1999 c.717 §1; 2001 c.490 §8; 2007 c.407 §3; 2013 c.747 §190] 
 

336.615 Definition for ORS 336.615 to 336.675. As used in ORS 336.615 to 336.675, “alternative education program” means a school or separate 

class group designed to best serve students’ educational needs and interests and assist students in achieving the academic standards of the school 

district and the state. [Formerly 339.605; 2001 c.490 §1] 


