
 

        

 

 
 

 
MINUTES 

Oregon Commission on Hispanic Affairs  
February 25, 2015, 1pm – 3pm  
DAS West Executive Building 

Conference Room A, 155 Cottage St. NE 
Salem OR 97301  

 
ATTENDANCE 
Chair:   Alberto Moreno 
Vice Chair:   Excused absence 
Commissioners:  Cynthia Gomez, Diego Hernandez (phone), Judy Parker, Ana from 

Representative Vega Pederson's office 
Absent:   Andrea Cano, Gil Carrasco, John Haroldson, Sen Shields 
Staff:    Lucy Baker, Nancy Kramer 
Guests: Frank Garcia Jr., Senior Policy Advisor to the OACs, and Jenny Lee 

Berry, Governor's Office of Diversity and Inclusion; Arlyn Moreno from 
Representative Gallegos' office; Leno Rose Avila, activist (phone); Chris 
Edmonds, Angela Allbee, Government Relations Office for DHS; Mike 
Schmidt, Executive Director, Criminal Justice Commission; Brian Allard, 
OCBA Public Policy Research intern  

 
  
I. Call meeting to order and roll call.  

Meeting was called to order at 1:11pm. A quorum was established partway through the 
meeting. 

 
II.  Adoption of the Agenda 

MOTION (Parker/Gomez): To adopt agenda as proposed. CARRIED. 
 

III.  Approval of OCHA meeting Minutes from December 2014 
MOTION (Parker/Gomez): To approve the December 2014 minutes as written. CARRIED. 
 
Someone who has not attended a meeting can vote, do not need to abstain. 

  
IV.  Public Comment 

Frank Garcia Jr thanked everyone for their patience, dedication and commitment to the 
community. He welcomed Lucy back to work and thanked her for her hard work. He thanked 
Nancy for keeping the office going and keeping people informed in the interim. 
 
He also acknowledged the transition of Governor Brown coming into office and her 
commitment to transparency, accountability, education support, healthcare access, jobs and 
the economy. Voter access is an important issue and it carries over to all areas.  

Kate Brown 
Governor 
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Frank introduced Brian Allard, the OCBA’s newest intern who is continuing the work of 
other interns on Disproportionate Discipline in conjunction with the SDAC. He noted that the 
OAC’s Public Policy Research projects are yielding policy discussion over important issues.  
 
Brian is examining disproportionate discipline in Oregon and across the nation. In the long 
run it is costly to exclude students because incarceration rates increase, as does the cost of 
welfare and housing.  He will disseminate his paper when it is farther along. 
 
Chair Moreno is interested in hearing the results of Brian’s work as they mirror experiences 
of Hispanics in Oregon as well. 

 
V.  Old Business 

A. Labelling products made with Genetically Modified Organisms/Measure 92 – Magdaleno 
Rose-Avila, Community Activist 
 
Magdaleno introduced himself. Measure 88 and Measure 92 lost by a small number of 
votes and they have affected people of color in a great way. He expressed concern about 
the influence of outside money on these elections and would like to discuss this with 
Governor. Looking ahead to the upcoming elections in 2016 he supports increased voter 
education. Sixty-four countries are already labelling edible products made with GMOs 
and are doing so. Companies could label the products themselves but choose not to. He 
invited anyone who would like more information or has questions to contact him directly. 
 
The Commissioners thanked Magdaleno for his report. 

 
VI.  New Business 

A. Legislative issues of interest to OCHA 
1. Health Care for All Children - there are currently close to 20,000 undocumented children 

actively excluded from the Affordable Care Act and Oregon's Medicaid program. The 
Oregon Latino Health Coalition (OLHC) is taking action in support of these children: 
health care is a basic human right. Governor Brown is also committed to caring for the 
state’s children. 

 
2. Chris Edmonds, Legislative Coordinator, Department of Human Services 

Chris introduced himself and thanked the OCHA for the opportunity to speak and to learn 
more about the needs of the Hispanic community. Racial Impact statements are new in 
session this year, and are the outcome of SB 463 which was passed in 2013. The RIS 
pertains to specific clients, such as children served by DHS child welfare programs, 
served by foster care and other programs. The Criminal Justice Commission (CJC) 
conducts the analysis and a third party writes the analysis. A request for a RIS comes 
from one Democrat and one Republican from either house.  
 
Several topics were discussed including OHA’s adoption of REAL-D (Race, Ethnicity, 
and Language Data Policy) and the continued importance of REAL-D; concerns that 
parents in foster homes can support a child’s language and culture; new approaches to 
fostering that reduce the number of children in foster care by 8.4%.  
 
Chair Moreno offered to partner with Chris regarding informing the public conversation 
about DHS’ process for reunification of families and their children and providing a 
counter narrative. Lucy helped to make this connection during the meeting. 

2 
 



  
The Commissioners thanked Chris Edmonds for his presentation. 

 
Commissioner Parker spoke of Governor Brown's commitment to voter registration and 
that OCHA has been a friend to the Governor. 
 

3. Other bills? 
Commissioner Hernandez is reviewing a list of education-related bills and will share his 
analysis with the OCHA when he has completed it. Oregon Department of Education 
assembled a stakeholder group of community leaders and organizations to determine how 
ODE can make ELL and education more equitable for all students. 
 
Bills of particular interest are SB 664, SB 703 and SB 704, which intersect with ELL. 
Commissioner Hernandez is waiting to hear about Representative Whisnant's bills and 
whether they family with the 3 bills mentioned above.  

 
C. Ratification of e-votes for 2015 Legislative Session Bills supported by OCHA – 

1. SB 454 - Requires All Employers to Implement Paid Sick Time for Employees 
2. HB 2005 - Requires All Employers to Implement Paid Sick Time for Employees 
3. HB 2205 - Establishes Fund to End Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children 
4. Resolution Urging Governor Kitzhaber to Commute Death Sentences before stepping 
down 
 
MOTION (Parker/Gomez): To ratify the e-votes for the 4 bills read into the record. 
CARRIED. Vice Chair Haroldson would abstain from the vote regarding the death 
sentence resolution. 
 

D. James Barta, Legislative Director, Children First for Oregon – to be rescheduled 
 
E. Live launch of OCHA’s e-commerce portal – the OCHA state webpages now has the 

ability to accept debit and credit cards for donations online! The donation link is on left 
hand navigation (http://www.oregon.gov/Hispanic/Pages/Donation-Intro.aspx). 

 
F. Committee discussions 

1. Education – Commissioner Hernandez reported that at a recent meeting with the OEIB 
they discussed the 3 bills from Rep Whisnant, and the ODE bills relating to ELL, and 
reviewed the two new policy issue briefs: Chronic Absenteeism and Family Engagement. 
The new policy briefs are still in draft form and confidential. The OAC’s first Joint 
Education Committee will be in April. 

 
MOTION (Parker/Hernandez): To accept the Education Committee notes with a 
correction that Commissioner Gomez would like the goals of the committee to be 
clarified so that she can contribute to the committee. CARRIED. 

 
2. Health – The report on Measure 92 was the Health Committee’s report. 
 
3. Social Justice – this committee is developing legislation in conjunction with the Oregon 

State Bar, the Department of Justice  and other interested parties regarding Notario 
Fraud violations, chapter 9 (to modify ORS 194). The proposed draft legislation would 
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strengthen the ability to enforce crimes for people engaged in fraud and the rights of 
victims. 
 
The Social Justice Committee report was accepted by common consent.  

 
G. Commissioner Reports – tabled until the next OCHA meeting. 

1. ODOT Disparity Study – Commissioner Parker 
 
H. Mike Schmidt, Executive Director, Criminal Justice Commission – Racial Impact 

statements 
Mike briefly touched on the new Racial Impact statement process and then discussed the 
challenges the CJC is encountering in developing them: the RIS must include an 
estimate of the racial and ethnic composition of the crime victims who may be affected 
by the proposed legislation. The CJC recently discovered that there is very little relevant 
victim data available for Oregonians and they have requested grant funding for a 
victimization survey. Mike also envisions working with law enforcement agencies in 
Oregon to coach them on soliciting and entering victim data in their system. The CJC’s 
analysis is only as good as the data that is entered. 
 
Commissioners Gomez noted that in her experience, Latino youth were often recorded 
as White or Other. There was discussion about reviewing population demographics in 
different parts of the state as a means to confirm ethnicity and race are being recorded 
correctly. Chair Moreno suggested modifying a the data entry software to create “gates” 
that will prevent someone from moving on to the next data field if they leave a field 
blank. The Oregon State Police keeps data and counties send data to the Department of 
Corrections. There are 172 law enforcement agencies in the state of Oregon not 
including the DOC. 

 
The Commissioners thanked Mike Schmidt for his time. 

 
I. OCHA’s Biennial Report to the Legislature update - Commissioner Parker 
 

VII. Administrator’s Report – tabled until next OCHA meeting 
A. Update on Joint Ways & Means budget hearing for the OACO  
B. Expending available General Fund 

1. Leadership Development 
 

VIII. For the Good of the Order 
A. Nominations for Chair and Vice Chair at April meeting. 
B. Next OCHA meeting in Portland, date to be determined: Thurs, April 9th or Tuesday, 
April 14th (at 6PM Commissioner Gomez is facilitating a discussion for “Harvest of Empire” 
film at North Portland library). 

 
IX. Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned by common consent at 3:09pm. 
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