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MINUTES 

Oregon Commission on Hispanic Affairs 
June 22, 2015, 3:00pm – 5:00pm 

Capitol Building, Room 167A 
900 Court St. NE 
Salem, OR 97301 

 
 
ATTENDANCE: 
Chair:   Alberto Moreno 
Vice Chair:  John Haroldson 
Commissioners: Andrea Cano, Gil Carrasco, Judy Parker, Senator Vega Pederson  
Absent:  Cynthia Gomez 
Guests: Robin Johnson, Janet Soto Rodriguez, Governor’s Office; Sen Monnes 

Anderson; Rep Mitch Greenlick; Sen Vega Pederson; Ana Valderrama 
from Representative Vega Pederson’s office; Calli McDermott, Senate 
Majority Office; Samantha Gladu from Senator Shields office; Rep Vic 
Gilliam; Cathy Rhinehart; Dolores Parker; Angela Rico, AG's Office 
CRD; Kuri Gill, Oregon Heritage Commissions; Ramos Guillermo 
(phone); Emlyn Foxen, OCFW Intern; Michelle Malick, Dept of 
Corrections; Fernando Gutierrez, Oregon Employment Dept; Melanni 
Rosales, Our Oregon 

Staff:    Lucy Baker, Nancy Kramer  
 
I. Call meeting to order and roll call.   
The meeting was called to order at 3:06pm. Roll call was taken. A quorum was established. 
 
II. Adoption of the Agenda 
MOTION (Parker/Haroldson): Adopt agenda as written. CARRIED. 
 
MOTION (Parker/Haroldson): To accept the April 2015 minutes as written. CARRIED.  

  
IV. Public Comment 
Vice Chair Haroldson acknowledged the recent racially-motivated shooting in Charleston, South 
Carolina and the lives lost. 
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The Chair invited legislators to present an overview of bills they supported during session and 
their current status. 
 
Senator Monnes Anderson noted that legislation has progressed because of groups such as 
OCHA, APANO, and CIO. She briefly discussed a number of bills including two put forth by the 
Oregon Commission for Women that support women’s rights and stable families. 
 
Representative Vega Pederson highlighted the Immigration Consultant Fraud bill (HB 3525) and 
thanked Commissioner Parker and Vice Chair Haroldson for their efforts. 
 
Representative Greenlick focused on the Cover All Kids bill (HB 3517), which would grant 
more than 17,000 children of undocumented parents eligibility for Medicaid. This bill has not 
passed the Senate. A Public Health services bill passed the House. 
 
Calli from Senator Rosenbaum's office emphasized the passing of HB 3025, Ban the Box and the 
positive impact this will have on communities of color which are disproportionately represented 
in the corrections system. She also discussed SB 700, regarding increased requirements to 
transfer firearms. 
 
Samantha from Senator Shields’ office discussed the role that YWCA will play in administering 
the refunding of the Family Preservation Project, SB 5507, which supports connection between 
incarcerated women and their children. OCHA also thanked her for Senator Shields’ efforts on 
passing the landscaping bill, which supports skilled workers in the industry many of whom are 
Latino or indigenous individuals. 
Samantha also discussed SB 932 which expands eligibility for financial aid for more students, 
including those who are undocumented. 
 
Representative Gilliam spoke about the Cover All Kids bill. He will reach across the aisle in 
support of this bill. Chair Moreno thanked him for his efforts on that bill and also his support of 
HB 3525.  
 
The Chair thanked each legislator for speaking to the OCHA. He also expressed thanks to Rep 
Alissa Keny-Guyer for her efforts in supporting the Latino community and their pressing issues.  
 
Update from the Governor’s Office 
Janet Soto and Robin Johnson - Governor's Office update.  
Janet introduced herself.  She was appointed as the Policy Coordinator for the Business Equity 
portfolio in the Governor’s Office and Robin Johnson was appointed as the Policy Coordinator 
for Equity. They are both focusing on the Governor’s priority areas and ensuring that an equity 
lens is used in all aspects of their work: from the planning process to metrics, baselines and 
outcomes for new initiatives.  
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Janet discussed the Governor’s plan for filling the Diversity & Inclusion position that was also 
the Senior Policy Advisor for the OAC’s. Governor Brown and her Chief of Staff Brian Shipley 
are carefully considering the goals and priorities for this position. They would like to engage 
with the OACs, and are developing a roadmap for this new relationship.  
 
Janet and Robin requested that any concerns and questions about equity and inclusion at the 
Governor’s Office be directed to them. Chair Moreno thanked Janet and Robin for coming to the 
meeting and sharing the Governor’s vision with the OCHA. 
 
V. Old Business 

Angela Rico from the Department of Justice noted 2 bills that passed during the 2015 
session, HB 2002 - Racial profiling and HB 3525 - Notario Fraud, will form work groups and 
they are seeking input from the Oregon Advocacy Commissions. 

 
VI. New Business 

A. Elections for OCHA Chair and Vice Chair 
Vice Chair Haroldson opened the elections of those nominated at the April meeting: 
Alberto Moreno nominated as OCHA Chair and John Haroldson nominated as OCHA Vice 
Chair.  
Vice Chair Haroldson called the vote for Alberto Moreno as Chair. The vote passed. 
 
Chair Moreno conducted the vote for John Haroldson for Vice Chair.   The vote passed 
unanimously. 

 
The officers expressed their gratitude and appreciation for the continuing support of their 
fellow commissioners and assumed their offices 

 
B. Ratification of e-votes for 2015 Legislative Session Bills supported by OCHA. The 

following bills were read into the record which were considered by the OCHA between 
meetings and were voted to support via e-mail during that time. They are 
1. HB 2478 – Gender neutral language for marriage 
2. HB 2743 - Authorizes local government to create remediation of contaminated property 
3. HB 3304A – Landscaping certification 
4. HB 3308A – HECC workgroup to address disparities in underserved communities 
5. HB 3517A - Authorizes OHA to provide medical assistance, within available funds, to 

low income children residing in Oregon 
6. HB 3525 - Person who obstructs reporting of unlicensed immigration consultant 

commits crime of obstructing governmental or judicial administration 
7. SB 187A - Establishes Oregon Student Information Protection Act 
8. SB 215 – OEIB Sunset invited testimony 

 
MOTION (Cano/Parker): To ratify electronic votes of the OCHA to support the bills as read 
into the record. CARRIED. 

 
C. Melanni Rosales, Our Oregon, “A Better Oregon” campaign 

Ms. Rosales presented on the growing gap between socio-economic classes and discussed the 
interest by “A Better Oregon Campaign in legislation to increase taxes on giant corporations 
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by scaling back tax breaks.  The Commission thanked her for her presentation and looks 
forward to seeing Our Oregon mobilize communities with their information. 

 
D. Legislative update – this item was covered earlier in the meeting. 
 
E. Work environment for migrant workers - Fernando Gutierrez, Oregon Employment Dept. 

Mr. Gutierrez ensures that farmworkers rights are protected. His position is mandated by the 
Department of Labor. He would like to return to the OCHA at a later date to introduce his 
program, including the complaint process, so Commissioners are knowledgeable and can 
refer those whose rights have been violated to Mr. Gutierrez. It was noted that there are 
160,000 Hispanic farmworkers in Oregon. 
 
The Chair thanked Fernando for speaking to the Commission.  

 
F. Introduction to the Oregon Heritage Commission (OHC) – Kuri Gill  

Kuri briefly described the OHC’s charge to preserve Oregon’s heritage. OHC is under 
Oregon Parks & Recreation and funded by the state lottery. They provide services, including 
grant money and technical assistance, to those preserving and documenting history in 
Oregon. They also work with museums, libraries, archives and local organizations, and have 
a strong network of contacts throughout Oregon. She noted that connecting with rural 
organizations is a challenge and would appreciate the help of OCHA Commissioners to 
share their outreach 

 
 Currently there are board openings on the Heritage Commission. They are seeking 

geographic diversity and hope the OAC’s will share their announcement in the Latino 
community. 

 
G. Committee discussions 

1. Education – Commissioner Hernandez was not present to report, but Lucy noted that 
Commissioner Hernandez Co-Chaired a joint meeting of the OAC Education Committees 
with ODE on the Minority Teachers Act report.   The comments of the group during the 
meeting are now incorporated into ODE’s report.   Diego will share the final report with 
the Commission when it is available and may post it at the OCHA website. 

2. Health - Commissioner Cano reported that she tracked the Comprehensive Women's 
Health bill which did not survive session. She is interested in policy to ensure hospitals 
present the costs of proposed treatments to a patient before treatment begins. She also 
noted that the Cover All Kids bill was still in the Senate. 

3. Social Justice – Commissioner Parker is tracking HB 3525 on immigration consultant 
fraud. The bill now has an amendment to form a 12-member Task Force. Appointees may 
include Judy, Vice Chair Haroldson and a representative from the Oregon State Bar. 

4. Outreach committee - Commissioner Parker & Lucy recently made a presentation to the 
attorneys and law students that comprise the Diversity interest group in the Oregon State 
Bar.   Along with former OCAPIA Commissioner, Liani Reeves, they talked about the 
roles of the Advocacy Commissions, the work of OCHA and the advocacy and research 
work the OAC’s take on.  

 
H. Commissioner Reports 

Vice Chair Haroldson will deliver the keynote at MacLaren Youth Correctional Facility 
graduation. He noted that Latino youth are overrepresented at MacLaren. The Oregon Youth 
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Authority and the Future Latino Leaders Law Camp are growing success in working with 
young people. He also noted a recent report citing that Oregon high school graduation rates 
are the lowest in the country. 
 
Commissioner Cano sits on the Legacy Health Diversity Council and reported that Asian, 
Hispanic and African American patients are feeling dismissed in hospitals and county 
clinics and that there needs to be more documentation of patients’ experiences. 

 
VII. Administrator’s Report 

A. Lucy Baker provided an update on OACO budget - Senator Shields and Senator Monroe 
have written letters to the Co-Chairs of Joint Ways and Means requesting the .5 FTE 
policy analyst position in the OACO budget be made full time by adding funds into the 
final funding bill of the session (often called the Christmas Tree bill.) Commissioners 
were asked to contact their representatives in support of this additional funding. The 
Chair thanked Sen Shields for his leadership on this bill, and Samantha was asked to 
convey these sentiments to the Senator. 

 
VIII. For the Good of the Order - Next OCHA meeting is in August. No date set yet. 
  
IX. Adjourn - The meeting was adjourned at 4:55pm. 


