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MINUTES 

Oregon Commission on Hispanic Affairs 
October 22, 2015, 2:00pm – 4:00pm 

Capitol Building, Room 167A 
900 Court St. NE, Salem, OR 97301 

 
ATTENDANCE: 
Chair:   Alberto Moreno 
Vice Chair:  Absent 
Commissioners: Andrea Cano, Cynthia Gómez, Ana Valderrama, Policy Advisor for Rep. 

Vega Pederson (reporting for Rep. Vega Pederson) 
Absent: Diego Hernandez, Gil Carrasco, John Haroldson, Judy Parker, Rep. 

Jessica Vega Pederson, Sen. Chip Shields 
Guests: Mary Moller, Director of Executive Appointments; Krista Dauenhauer, 

Fiscal Analyst, Legislative Fiscal Office; Maritsa Perez, Albany, past 
member of the Ohio Commission on Hispanic Affairs.    

Staff:   Lucy Baker      
 
  
I. Call meeting to order and roll call 
The meeting was called to order at 2:05. A quorum was not established. 
  
II. Adoption of the Agenda 
The agenda was adopted by consensus. 
  
III. Approval of OCHA meeting Minutes from August 31, 2015 
The approval of the August minutes will be postponed to the next regular meeting of OCHA. 

  
IV. Public Comment – there was no public comment. 
  
V. Old Business 

A. Hispanic Heritage Month Proclamation Signing with Governor Brown September 28th – 
report  
Chair Moreno reported that the Hispanic Heritage Month Proclamation was well attended 
including many legislators from both parties who have been supportive of legislative 
efforts of benefit to the Hispanic community across Oregon. The Governor and Senate 
President Peter Courtney also provided excellent comments from the podium about the 
contributions of the Hispanic Community. 

 
Vice Chair Haroldson was not present at the meeting today but Chair Moreno reported that 
John attended and addressed the Capitol Gateway Project event at the Capitol on 
September 26th focusing on the Latino community and families as the OCHA Vice Chair. 
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Commissioner Gómez reported that she took a group of 10 PSU students to the City of 
Portland proclamation signing for Hispanic Heritage Month. The students found the event 
to be energizing and inspiring. 
 

B. Recruiting for open and expired OCHA positions  
The Commission considered their outreach to fill 2 open positions on the OCHA and the 1 
expired position which is currently filled by Professor Carrasco. Marisa Mandujano has 
been recruited by Commissioner Carrasco to fill his position and is expected to be 
confirmed by the Senate by OCHA’s December meeting. Chair Moreno discussed a new 
candidate for OCHA from the University of Oregon who has now applied and hopes to be 
part of the February Confirmation hearings. There are several additional seats that will 
become available on OCHA as Commissioner Cano’s 2nd term ends in February 2016 and 
others expire during the summer of 2016. Chair Moreno is working to recruit a 
Commissioner from the Hermiston area.   
 
The Vice President of Student Services at Eastern Oregon University may also be 
interested in serving as on OCHA. Commissioner Gómez has connected with him through 
the Higher Ed community.  She will send information about this potential candidate to 
Chair Moreno. Discussion followed.    
 
Commissioner Gómez asked if there might be an OCHA committee that helps review 
applicants in a process that OCHA develops. She is willing to help craft that idea. Chair 
Moreno thanked her for her idea and asked to add this item to a future meeting agenda. 
 
The Commission welcomed Mary Moller, Director of Executive Appointments for the 
Governor. Mary expressed her commitment to work with each of the OAC's to help them 
recruit members that fill the needs of the Commissions.  She greatly appreciates the good 
work of the Commission in recruiting new members and reminded everyone that the next 
deadline to submit applications is in December for the February Senate hearings. She noted 
that she is always looking to recruit members of color for all the other 250+ boards and 
commissions and invites all commissioners to e-mail her with the names of potential 
candidates. The OCHA thanked Ms. Moller for her presentation and the support she 
provides for all the commissions. 

 
VI. New Business 

A. OAC’s Joint testimony on cigarette licensing in Multnomah County, 10/20/2015  
Chair Moreno reported on the Multnomah County tobacco licensing hearings where he 
testified for OCHA, along with the OCFW Commissioners, Sheri Malstrom and Sen. 
Laurie Monnes Anderson. There was a robust turnout by community champions asking that 
access to tobacco and vaping products to youth be limited. There was only one industry 
representative from Plaid Pantry who testified that no further licensing is necessary. 

 
B. Invited: report from the Governor’s Office: 

Mary Moller reported on the Governor's new Equity Team. Robin Johnson will soon be 
confirmed by the Senate as the individual responsible for Affirmative Action in Oregon. 
The Governor will also be announcing the new Director of Equity soon. There are several 
other new appointments by the Governor into her Policy Advisors including Jeremy 
Vandehey who is the new Advisor on health.    
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Chair Moreno invited Krista Dauenhauer, who was attending the OCHA meeting today, to 
report on the work of the LFO budget office where she serves as a budget analyst. Krista 
reported that LFO is not doing significant budgeting pertaining to 2016 short session. Also, 
she reported that in legislative branch, legislators are following how the staffing 
investments in the OAC's are contributing to the positive equity environment. 

 
C. Setting a regular schedule for OCHA meetings in 2016  

Chair Moreno asked the Commissioners to consider setting a regular meeting day for 
OCHA in the year ahead.   Everyone is busy and needs to be able to plan for their time with 
the Commission.  He asked Lucy to send a Doodle poll to the OCHA Commissioners 
focused on Thursdays and Fridays, which have been good times for many. 
  

D. Commissioner Reports  
The majority of Commissioners’ reports were taken earlier in the agenda. Ana Valderrama, 
Policy Advisor for Rep. Vega Pederson, reported that she has submitted a legislative 
concept for drafting regarding the next notario fraud bill. 

 
E. Other business: There was no other business. 

 
VII. Administrator’s Report 

A. Update on hiring process for new Policy Analyst .5 FTE: First round interviews will soon 
be completed by the hiring panel which has representatives from each OAC. Lucy expects 
to have conducted second round interviews and have the new Policy Analyst on staff in 
November. 

B. Working with OAC leaders on challenges for OACO 2015-17 budget: Lucy reported that 
the Chairs and she are working with the CFO’s Office to address some early budget 
shortfalls, but feels confident that they are making good progress on resolution. 

C. Commissioners’ Travel reimbursements process: this subject was tabled until the next 
regular meeting when Nancy will report on a new process. 

  
VIII. For the Good of the Order - Next OCHA meeting will be in December at a date to be 

determined. 
 

IX. Adjourn 
 The meeting adjourned by common consent at 3:15. 

 


