
Linda Castillo is a bilingual, bicultural first generation Latina of Mexican heritage. Her parents are 
from the Zacatecas and Michoacán. Born and raised in Northern California as the eldest daughter of 
farm workers, she was the first in her family to graduate from high school, attend college, and complete 
graduate school with a Masters in Clinical Psychology. Her upbringing was filled with experiences of and 
addressing poverty, violence, sexism, discrimination, social justice, protests in the streets for Chicano 
civil rights, civic engagement, community organizing, the power of resilience, authentic connection and 
trust building in communities of color. She is blessed to have a 26-year history working in local 
government in Clark and Multnomah County, as mental health consultant, program manager and 
director, and additional years, in nonprofits and in direct service to communities of color and managing, 
providing technical assistance to diverse teams who work with diverse communities in the Bay Area, 
Chicago and the Pacific NW.  

She is a one of the founders of Latino Network, Bienestar de la Famila and other programs. She helped 
lead the team that developed the Communities of Color Organizational Assessment tool for Cultural 
Competence and has given input to the next tool on Assessing Cultural Responsiveness. She has served 
on the Boards of Milagro Theatre, Portland Schools Foundation/All Hands Raised and Latino Network 
and, for several years, the President of MANA de Oregon, a Latina organization. Independently, she 
works as a diversity & equity consultant, facilitator, and mental health cultural specialist. She was in 
Class 7 of the Portland State Leadership Fellows Program in the Hatfield School of Government and was 
in Class 1 of the EMERGE Program. As a staff member at Latino Network, she served as program 
manager for Unid@s Leadership and Civic Engagement Programs. This summer she became co-chair, 
along with Lee Po Cha, of the New Portlander’s Policy Council of the City of Portland.  Together they 
work with a multitude of Refugee and Immigrant organization who also strive to improve the lives of our 
growing and diverse communities. Currently, she works at the City of Portland in the office of 
Neighborhood Involvement’s New Portlanders Program whose charge is immigrant and refugee 
integration. 

Originally, from Northern California, she has long ties in Portland, Oregon where she raised twin 
daughters and survived the life of a ‘soccer mom’.  She enjoys art, music, dance, foreign films, foodie 
adventures, team sports and relays. Her passion is equity, diversity inclusion, and social justice. Her 
mission and vision is capacitating healthy community, sharing relevant education and opportunities for 
growth & advocacy, and effective recruitment of grass roots & grass tops leaders to take pivotal & 
influential roles in the determination of their own futures and that of their representative communities. 


